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Up In Smoke: Peatland Fires In
Russia And Indonesia
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Russia’s
peatland fires, like those in
Indonesia, have been triggered by
high global temperatures. The
heatwaves behind the current
Russian fires bear similarities
with the Indonesian experiences
in 1998 and 2006, Indonesia and
ASEAN could share their
experiences in addressing
peatland fires with Russia.

By Sofiah Jamil

THE RECENT episode of

heatwaves and the resulting fires

in West and Central Russia are said to be the worst in Russian history. Indeed, this event
corresponds with the fact that the global temperature recorded for 2010 is the warmest to
date, according to the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
However, closer examination reveals that the outbreak of fires in Russia is similar to the
Indonesian experience — particularly in 1998 and 2006 — when peatland fires caused
incidents of transboundary haze which affected other ASEAN countries. Moreover, Russia
and Indonesia show similarities in the cause and impacts of the fires and to a lesser
extent, the responses to address the problem.

Cause and Impact of the Fires

According to Wetlands International, 80 to 90 percent of the thick smog covering Moscow
was caused by fires in peatland areas, as was the case for the Southeast Asian
transboundary haze that stemmed mainly from Sumatra, Indonesia. It should come as no
surprise then that Russia and Indonesia are amongst the top three countries worldwide
with the largest peatland occurrences (i.e. drained peatlands).

The socio-economic impact of the fires show a transnational reach. The smog and haze
that engulfed Moscow and Southeast Asia (mainly Singapore and Malaysia) respectively
have caused a dip in economic activity, especially in trade and tourism, due to poor
visibility. Adverse health implications have also been a concern in both countries, with
advisories given to the elderly, children and those pregnant or suffering from respiratory
ailments to avoid the outdoors. The Russian fires have also an added dimension to
adverse health effects, given the spread of fires to neighbouring Ukraine, and in particular
to areas affected by the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster. This may increase the potency
of radioactive particles that still remain, thereby affecting residents in the area. In Russia
itself, concern looms with news of fires spreading close to Russia’s leading nuclear
research centre in Sarov.
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To make matters worse, such adverse consequences have not even taken into account
the effects from higher temperatures. For instance, Russia and Indonesia have both
experienced losses in agricultural output due to the lack of rainfall for crops. This has
threatened their sufficiency in wheat and rice respectively. As a result, Russia has
imposed a ban on wheat exports to safeguard domestic food prices. Even so, recent
news reports have suggested that the ban has not stopped the price of bread in Moscow
increasing by 20 per cent. The situation was much grimmer in Indonesia in 1998 as the
reduced rice production coupled with the fall of Suharto sent the price of rice skyrocketing
by 300 per cent.

Responses to the Fires — Present and Future

In terms of responses to the fires, national efforts have for the most part been inefficient.
In the case of Indonesia, it was faced with socio-political upheavals immediately after the
fall of Suharto and hence issues pertaining to the environment were put on the
backburner. Moreover, decentralisation in Indonesia in subsequent years meant that not
only did local and provincial governments enjoy greater political power, it also allowed
them to behave like authoritarian leaders in their own right. In a bid for a quick buck, many
local leaders gave concessions to private firms rather freely. These firms often adopted
the slash and burn method for land clearing thereby contributing to the transboundary
haze even till 2006.

In Russia’s case, Prime Minister Vladmir Putin displayed a highly active response in
mobilising available resources to mitigate the spread of the fires. Nevertheless, Russia
does seem to experience some obstacles, which Indonesia had initially experienced. The
main ones are the lack of resources dedicated to the forestry sector -- exacerbated by
corruption -- and difficulties in reaching remote villages affected by the fires. This does not
suggest that Indonesia is now free from these obstacles; rather the Indonesian
government is pressured to act due to increased criticism from the media and civil
society.

Given the lack of capacity at the national level to address the vast spread of fires, regional/
international assistance has been crucial. Russia received aid from European countries
and the United States, particularly fire-fighting equipment and manpower. However such
efforts are only the tip of the iceberg, as the dried peatlands may continue to burn
underground. Investments thus need to be made in irrigating the drained peatlands,
thereby moistening the peat and even providing the basis of more sustainable
development. Indonesia has realised this and has engaged various international players,
such as funding from Japan and the Netherlands to introduce peatland irrigation
initiatives. Furthermore, it maintains regional cooperation, particularly with Malaysia and
Singapore, in strengthening regional capacity.

ASEAN can thus play a significant role in Russia’s current plight, by sharing its
transboundary haze experiences with Russia. Such an opportunity is not too far on the
horizon, given the upcoming Second ASEAN-Russia Summit, which will take place
alongside the 17th ASEAN Summit in late October 2010. Initiatives to address peatland
fires should therefore be tabled for discussion during the summit, which would indeed
deepen ASEAN-Russia ties. Missing such as opportunity would not help ASEAN’s efforts
of positioning itself as a significant regional player.

Sofiah Jamil is Associate Research Fellow at the Centre for Non-Traditional Security
(NTS) Studies, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang
Technological University.

RSIS

RSIS Commentaries are intended to provide timely and, where appropriate, policy
relevant background and analysis of contemporary developments. The views of the
author/s are their own and do not represent the official position of the S.Rajaratnam
School of International Studies (RSIS), NTU, which produces the Commentaries.

Add comment

Name (required)
E-mail (required)

Website

The Washington Post
in its most recent
editorial ... Read
more

Opinion | Tuesday, 24
August 2010 | Hits: 58 |

Comments

More in: Opinion

LATEST COMMENTS

The Consumer Price
Index rose 0.3
percent in July,
following three
months of deflation.
Over the last two
years since the peak
in the CPI, prices
have fallen 0.7
percent. ...

Experts | Friday, 13
August 2010 | Hits: 191 |
Comments

Read more

More in: Experts

" Russia: 85-Year Od Jehovah's W...
Russia is Russia. Under the Soviet or under its fo...

' Mexico, Bloody Mexico

Kyra, Kyra, Kyra, you need to educate yourself: ht...

" Review Ordered Into Controvers...

@Pozdivski Do your children schoolbooks mention

th...

" Review Ordered Into Controvers...

@Pozdivski Except the Greek textbooks don't say

Su...

[ Mexico, Bloody Mexico

To kyra the Rob Krentz murder doesn't matter?


http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247372/up-in-smoke-peatland-fires-in-russia-and-indonesia.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247372/up-in-smoke-peatland-fires-in-russia-and-indonesia.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247368/us-and-east-asia-summit-international-security-begins-at-home.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247368/us-and-east-asia-summit-international-security-begins-at-home.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247368/us-and-east-asia-summit-international-security-begins-at-home.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247366/nepal-pm-election-fifth-round-fails-time-to-stop-this-farce.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247366/nepal-pm-election-fifth-round-fails-time-to-stop-this-farce.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247366/nepal-pm-election-fifth-round-fails-time-to-stop-this-farce.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247365/munich-1972-mumbai-2611-and-manila-238.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247365/munich-1972-mumbai-2611-and-manila-238.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247365/munich-1972-mumbai-2611-and-manila-238.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247361/chinese-military-assistance-to-pakistan-and-implications-for-india.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247361/chinese-military-assistance-to-pakistan-and-implications-for-india.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247361/chinese-military-assistance-to-pakistan-and-implications-for-india.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247360/made-in-china-beijing-woos-southeast-asian-defence-market.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247360/made-in-china-beijing-woos-southeast-asian-defence-market.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247360/made-in-china-beijing-woos-southeast-asian-defence-market.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247354/us-withdrawal-from-iraq-ending-or-outsourcing-the-war.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247354/us-withdrawal-from-iraq-ending-or-outsourcing-the-war.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247354/us-withdrawal-from-iraq-ending-or-outsourcing-the-war.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237347/industrial-and-environmental-disasters-inside-the-global-giant-is-something-wrong-with-the-chinese-development-model.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237347/industrial-and-environmental-disasters-inside-the-global-giant-is-something-wrong-with-the-chinese-development-model.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237347/industrial-and-environmental-disasters-inside-the-global-giant-is-something-wrong-with-the-chinese-development-model.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237344/kashmir-orchestrated-rage.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237344/kashmir-orchestrated-rage.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237344/kashmir-orchestrated-rage.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/rsis.html
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247363/patrick-buchanan-on-only-bigots-oppose-the-mosque.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Opinion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247363/patrick-buchanan-on-only-bigots-oppose-the-mosque.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237352/bushehr-power-plant-russia-balances-on-the-edge-of-a-sword.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Opinion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237352/bushehr-power-plant-russia-balances-on-the-edge-of-a-sword.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237342/ramadan-in-aida-camp-sitting-waiting-existing.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Opinion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237342/ramadan-in-aida-camp-sitting-waiting-existing.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Opinion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Experts/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/after-three-months-of-deflation-modest-uptick-in-us-cpi.html#comments
http://www.eurasiareview.com/after-three-months-of-deflation-modest-uptick-in-us-cpi.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Experts/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008066603/russia-85-year-od-jehovahs-witness-war-veteran-prosecuted-for-extremism.html#comment-898
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008227298/mexico-bloody-mexico.html#comment-897
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237338/review-ordered-into-controversial-macedonia-school-books.html#comment-893
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008237338/review-ordered-into-controversial-macedonia-school-books.html#comment-892
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008227298/mexico-bloody-mexico.html#comment-891

1200 symbols left

™ Notify me of follow-up comments

? Refresh

—

About Eurasia Review Contact Terms of Use Authors and Partners Jaboo Media Group

Internet And Computers ~ Africa  Analysis Asia Authors  Corporate And Markets  Directories ~Economy Energy Ethics and Social =~ Eurasia Review Europe Experts = General
Health  Innovation Latin America Middle East North America Oceania = Open Source  Opinion  Religion = South-Central Asia Speeches Terms Of Use = World


#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://www.eurasiareview.com/201008247372/up-in-smoke-peatland-fires-in-russia-and-indonesia.html#
http://www.joomlatune.com/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/eurasia-review-overview.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/contact.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Terms-Of-Use/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Authors/
http://www.jaboomediagroup.com/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Internet-And-Computers/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Africa/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Analysis/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Asia/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Authors/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Corporate-And-Markets/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Table/Directories/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Economy/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Energy/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Ethics-and-Social/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Eurasia-Review/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Europe/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Experts/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/General/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Health/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Innovation/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Latin-America/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Middle-East/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/North-America/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Oceania/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Table/Open-Source/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Opinion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Religion/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/South-Central-Asia/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Speeches/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/Terms-Of-Use/
http://www.eurasiareview.com/World/

	Up In Smoke: Peatland Fires In Russia And Indonesia 

