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4.2 School of Humanities and Social Sciences
 
Overview 
 
The foundation of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) heralds an enormously significant 
moment in the life of Nanyang Technological University, representing, as it does, a crucial expression of 
fulfillment of the university project. Taking its place beside the established technological disciplines, the new 
school offers a firm promise of intellectual fusion and collaboration, vibrancy, cultural enrichment and 
freshness. Complimenting the existing scientific-based disciplines, HSS will contribute added creative 
dimensions, innovative thinking strategies and a key focus on the capacity of each individual to make a 
difference through intellectual self-responsibility and resourcefulness. 
 
HSS is also founded at a momentous juncture in contemporary times – marked by rapid technological 
advancement (especially in Information Technology and the Life Sciences), the rise of the Creative 
Economy (e.g. cultural industries), the post-socialist transformation of the People’s Republic of China, 
political uncertainty and new security risks (e.g. terrorism and SARS). The 21st century world demands of 
graduates, teachers, and scholars new perspectives and attitudes, which transcend narrow specialisation 
and conventional wisdom. In light of this, the vision of HSS is “to become a leading intellectual centre of 
humanities and social sciences in Asia, making valuable contributions to the advancement of knowledge and 
human life.” 
 
Mission 
“… to fulfil the ideals of teaching and scholarship in the humanities and social sciences, enabling graduates 
and researchers to confront the challenges of the 21st century world.” 
 
Vision 
“… to be a leading intellectual centre of humanities and social sciences in Asia, making valuable 
contributions to the advancement of knowledge and human life.” 
 
Our Graduates 
“… will develop breadth of imagination and depth of perspective… will be proactive rather than reactive in a 
fast-changing 21st century environment… alive to local, regional and global issues… able to take the 
initiative in analysing and improving the world around us - intelligently, inventively, critically, and creatively. 
And make the difference…” 
 
Divisions 
 
Chinese 
 
The Division of Chinese at  Nanyang Technological University (NTU) has its roots traced to the foundation of 
Nanyang University in 1955, as well as to the Centre for Chinese Language and Culture (CCLC), which was 
established in 1994. 
 
In July 2004, the Division of Chinese continued to offer the Minor in Chinese and General Electives, which 
had been offered by the CCLC. In addition, the Division launched its Graduate Programmes, and offered 
scholarships to full-time M.A. and PhD research students. In July 2005, it expanded into a full-fledged 
Division and started offering B.A. (Honours) in Chinese. 
 
The Division of Chinese is one of the six Divisions within the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
which was newly established as part of NTU’s plan to become a comprehensive university. It is the flagship 
division in the field of humanities and has full support from the University. 
 
Its mission is to inherit the Chinese traditions, to understand the contemporary world, and to encompass the 
local and the region. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/hss/
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Faculty Members 
 
Professors 
Lawrence Wang-Chi Wong, Ph.D. (University of London), Chair, School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Yuan Xingpei, Ph.D. (University of Peking) 
 
Associate Professors 
Quah Sy Ren, Ph.D. and M.Phil. (Cambridge University), Acting Head 
Lee Guan Kin, Ph.D. (University of Hong Kong) 
Crossland-Guo Shuyun, Ph.D. (University of Hawaii) 
I Lo-fen, Ph.D., (National Taiwan University) 
 
Assistant Professors 
Chou Shang Tseh, Stephen, Ph.D. (Harvard University) 
Helena Hong Gao, Ph.D. (Lund University of Sweden) 
Lan Shi-chi, Ph.D. (University of Chicago) 
Liu Hsiaopong Philip, Ph.D. (University of Chicago) 
Phua Chiew Pheng, Ph.D. (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology) 
Yow Cheun Hoe, Ph.D. (National University of Singapore) 
Ngoi Guat Peng, Ph.D. (National University of Singapore) 
Uganda Sze Pui Kwan, Ph.D. and M. Phil (University of London) 
 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
Goh Nguen Wah, Ph.D. (NTU) 
 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
Liang Wern Fook, Ph.D. (NTU) 
 
English 
 
Faculty Members 
Associate Professor & Head, Division of English 
Neil Murphy 
Ph.D. (Dublin) 
 
Associate Professor 
Terence Richard Dawson 
Ph.D. (University of Warwick)  
 
Professorial Fellow 
Koh Tai Ann 
Ph.D. (University of Singapore)  
 
Assistant Professor 
Brian Bergen-Aurand 
Ph.D. (University of Maryland) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Angela Anne Frattarola 
Ph.D. (New York University) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Daniel Keith Jernigan 
Ph.D. (Purdue University) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Brendan Patrick Quigley 
Ph.D. (UC, Irvine) 
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Assistant Professor 
Bede Tregear Scott 
Ph.D. (University of Cambridge) 
 
Assistant Professor
Sim Wai Chew 
Ph.D. (University of Warwick) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Walter Wadiak 
Ph.D. (University of Maryland) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Tamara Silvia Wagner 
 Ph.D. (University of Cambridge) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Andrew Corey Yerkes 
Ph.D. (Rice University) 
Teaching Fellow 
Jeremy Fernando 
Teaching Fellow 
Lim Lee Ching 
Teaching Fellow 
Yong Wern Mei 
 
Economics 
 
Faculty members 
 
Associate Chair (Research) & Head, Division of Economics 
Associate Professor 
Euston Quah 
PhD, National University of Singapore 
 
Professors 
 
Chew Soon Beng 
PhD, University of Western Ontario 
 
David Reisman 
PhD (University of Surrey), D.Sc (London University) 
 
Lim Chong Yah, Director, Economic Growth Centre 
D Phil (University of Oxford), Hon PhD (Soka University) 
 
Tan Kong Yam 
PhD, Stanford University 
 

 Associate Professors 
  

Chen Kang 
PhD, University of Maryland 
 
Chris N. Sakellariou 
PhD, University of Ottawa 
 
Huang Weihong 
PhD, University of Southern California 
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Joseph Dennis Alba 
PhD, University of Houston 
 
Liu Yunhua 
PhD, Ohio State University 
 

 Low Chan Kee, Associate Chair (Administration) 
PhD, Monash University 
 
Ng Beoy Kui 
MSc, University of London 
 
Pual Yip 
PhD, London School of Economics 
 
Rosalind Chew 
PhD, National University of Singapore 
 
Rahman Shahidur 
PhD, Monash University 
 
Soon Lee Ying 
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
 
Tan Khye Chong, Deputy Director, Economic Growth Centre 
PhD, University of London 
 
Tan Kim Heng 
PhD, University of Sydney 
 
Yao Shuntian 
PhD, University of California 
 
Assistant Professors 
 
Chang Youngho 
PhD, University of Hawaii 
 
Chia Wai Mun 
PhD, Nanyang Technological University 
 
Choy Keen Meng 
PhD, National University of Singapore 
 
Ernie Teo 
PhD, University of New South Wales 
 
Gu Qingyang 
PhD, Nanyang Technological University 
 
Ho Kong Weng 
PhD, University of Chicago 
 
Randolph Tan 
PhD, Monash University 
 
Shubhasree Seshanna 
PhD, Vanderbilt University 
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Yothin Jinjarak 
PhD, University of California 
 
Zhou Jie 
PhD, University of Western Ontario 
 
Psychology 
 
Faculty Members 
 
Associate Professors 
Chang, Weining Chu, Ph.D. (Houston) Head of Division 
Rebecca Ang Pei-Hui, Ph.D. (Texas A and M) 
Ringo Ho Moon-Ho, Ph.D. (Illinois) 
Annabel Chen Shen-Hsing, Ph.D. (Purdue) 
 
Assistant Professors 
Catherine Wan Ching, Ph.D. (Illinois) 
Cha Yeow Siah, Ph.D. (Illinois) 
Venus Lee Sau-Lai, Ph.D. (Hong Kong) 
Michael Donald Patterson, Ph.D. (Rutgers) 
Joyce Pang Shu Min, Ph.D. (Michigan) 
Li Qu, Ph.D. (Toronto) 
Michael David Gumert, Ph.D. (Georgia) 
 
Sociology 
 
Faculty Members 
 
Associate Chair (Academic) & Head, Division of Sociology 
Associate Professor 
Kwok Kian Woon 
PhD, California, Berkeley 
 
Associate Professor 
Geoffrey Benjamin 
PhD, Cambridge England 
 
Assistant Professor 
Tan Joo Ean 
PhD, Austin, Texas 
 
Assistant Professor 
Sun Hsiao – Li Shirley 
PhD, New York 
 
Assistant Professor 
Caroline Pluss 
D.Phil.(Oxon) 
 
Assistant Professor 
Francis Lim Khek Gee 
PhD, London 
 
Assistant Professor 
Zhou Wubiao 
PhD, Cornell 
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Assistant Professor 
Kang Yoonhee 
PhD, Yale 
 
Assistant Professor 
Sulfikar Amir 
PhD, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
 
Assistant Professor 
Teo You Yenn 
PhD, California, Berkeley 
 


