@ mothership m LIFESTYLE POLITICS EARTH WORLD FEATURES CAREERS Q, Search

Fewer S'pore fresh grads found jobs in 2024, but median
starting salaries rose: Survey

Across the board.

Fewer fresh graduates from Singapore universities were able to find jobs shortly after graduating in
2024, although those who did, enjoyed higher median salaries, according to a recent survey.

The findings of the 2024 Joint Autonomous Universities Graduate Employment Survey (Jauges), which
polled 12,500 university graduates, were published in a Feb. 24 report.

Those polled had recently graduated from full-time courses at the National University of Singapore
(NUS), Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore Management University (SMU), Singapore
University of Technology and Design (SUTD), or Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS).

Employment rates down across the board

In 2024, 87.1 per cent of graduates interviewed said they had secured employment within six months
of their final examinations, down from 89.6 per cent in 2023.

This continues a downward trend from 2022, where fresh graduates had reported an employment rate
of 93.8 per cent.



Proportion of Graduates in the Labour Force who were: 2022 2023 2024
Employed 93.8% 89.6% 87.1%
In Full-time Permanent Employment 87.5% 84.1% 79.5%
Freelancing 1.8% 1.5% 1.6%
In Part-time/Temporary Employment 4.4% 4.0% 6.0%
Voluntary 3.6% 2.9% 3.8%
Involuntary 0.8% 1.1% 2.2%
Unemployed 6.2% 10.4% 12.9%
Unemployed but starting work/business venture soon 2.5% 3.6% 4.4%
Unemployed and still looking for a job 3.7% 6.8% 8.5%
Median Gross Monthly Salary (Full-Time Permanent $4,221 $4,317 $4,500
Employment)
Notes:

1. Employment figures may not add up due to rounding differences.

Overall employment rate and median gross monthly salary for fresh grads from 2022-2024.
Screenshot from Jauges report

Decline in employment rates were seen in occupations across the board, with the report attributing
this to global economic uncertainties and lower hiring demand in 2024.

Fresh graduates in the health sciences cluster saw the sharpest decline, with 91.2 per cent finding
jobs after graduation in 2024, compared to 97.6 per centin 2023.

Of those in the workforce, 6 per cent were employed in part-time or temporary jobs after graduation,
up from 4 per cent in 2023.

The proportion of freelancers also went up slightly from 1.5 per centin 2023, to 1.6 per centin 2024.

The health sciences, business, and information and digital technologies clusters saw the highest
percentage of graduates in full-time permanent employment.

Higher median salaries for fresh grads

However, the report showed that fresh graduates in 2024 enjoyed a higher median gross monthly
salary of S$4,500, up from S$4,317 in 2023.

Anincrease in median gross monthly salaries was seen across all clusters in 2024.

Fresh graduates in the business cluster saw the highest median salary increase of S$250, from
S$4,150in 2023 to S$4,400 in 2024.

The smallest salary increase was seen in the arts, design and media sector, with a S$60 increase from
2023's median salary of S$3,740, to S$3,800 in 2024.



Proportion of Graduates in the Labour Force who were Median Gross Monthly
Salary

In Full-Time Permanent (Full-Time Permanent
Course Cluster Employed Employment Employment)

2022 2023 2024 2022 2023 2024 2022 2023 2024

ng’ifes'g” & 90.3% @ 84.0% @ 824% | 722% @ 67.8% = 60.9% | $3.500 | $3.740 $3,800
Built Environment | 95.1% = 91.6%  88.3% | 89.1% | 87.2%  804% | $3.750 @ $4,000 $4.100
Business 95.9%  93.2% = 90.8% & 91.0% | 88.3% @ 84.4% | $4,044 @ $4150  $4.400
Engineering 04.4%  86.2% = 83.7% & 91.6% | 829% = 79.3% | $4,536 @ $4,500 $4.650

Health Sciences 96.9% 97.6% 91.2% 94.2% 95.9% 88.3% $3,700 | $3,910 | $4,000

Humanities &

Social Sciences 91.4% 87.7% 86.2% 80.3% 78.3% 721% | $3,800 | $4,015  $4,250

Information &

Digital 94.8% 90.5% 87.3% 92.8% 88.7% 83.5% $5,500 | $5,500 @ $5,600

Technologies

Sciences 90.4% 86.9% 83.1% 80.5% 79.0% 72.3% $3,900 | $4,000 $4,125

Overall 93.8% 89.6% 87.1% 87.5% 84.1% 79.5% $4,221 $4,317  $4,500
Notes:

1. Employment figures may not add up due to rounding differences.
Employment rate and median gross monthly salary by course cluster from 2022-2024. Screenshot
from Jauges report

More than 700 graduates from previous batches in courses such as architecture, law, medicine and
pharmacy also participated in a 2024 follow-up survey, following the completion of their post-
graduate practical training.

The graduates reported a 97.2 per cent employment rate, which is unchanged from 2023.

Of those in the workforce, the proportion in part-time or temporary employment increased to 2.1 per
cent, compared to 0.6 per cent in 2023.

The median gross monthly salary of those graduates in full-time permanent jobs increased from
S$$6,000 in 2023 to S$6,250 in 2024.

You can find the survey results for individual universities (NUS, NTU, SMU, and SUTD) here.

https://mothership.sg/2025/02/uni-fresh-grads-survey-jobs-salary/
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