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ExcEllEncE in tEaching

NTU professor wins Business
Professor of the Year award
Prof Vijay Sethi won after
beating three other professors
in a live ‘teach-of’ in London
AMANDA LEE

leeguiping@mediacorp.com.sg
SINGAPORE — A business professor from
the Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) has been named Business Professor of the Year by the Economist Intelligence Unit, in the world’s only global contest to recognise and reward
excellence in business teaching.
For clinching the title, Professor Vijay Sethi won a US$100,000
(S$124,800) prize after beating three
other professors — Associate Professor Johanne Brunet from HEC Montreal, Prof Darren Dahl from the University of British Columbia and Prof
Kevin Kaiser from INSEAD — in a live
“teach-of” in London on Thursday.
The finalists were picked by a
judging panel helmed by The Economist’s Business Education Editor William Ridgers.
Each inalist had 35 minutes to de-
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liver their best lecture to a live classroom audience of undergraduate and
graduate business students.
Prof Sethi’s lecture was on the subject of digital networks and the dynamics of network-based industries.
“I want to acknowledge the contribution of my MBA (Master of Business
Administration) students here, who
were my listening post and coaches.
They play a huge role in how the ideas were inally strung together in the
presentation,” he said of his win.
Prof Sethi won based on votes cast
by the classroom audience, who also
took into account voting results of
those watching online, in addition to
their own opinions.
The 52-year-old teaches e-business
and technological entrepreneurship
classes for the Nanyang MBA programme and information technology
management to undergraduates. He is
also involved in preparing and coaching Nanyang MBA students for international business plan competitions.
Prof Sethi has won several teaching awards, including NTU’s Nanyang
Award for Excellence in Teaching last
year and this year.

Woman in ex-SCDF
chief’s corruption trial
to take stand on Monday
The woman at the centre of the sex-for-contracts case involving former chief of the Singapore
Civil Defence Force (SCDF) Peter
Lim Sin Pang will take the stand
on Monday.
Lim, 52, is accused of obtaining
oral sex from Ms Pang Chor Mui,
former General Manager of security solutions irm Nimrod Engineering, in May 2010, and returning the
favour by tipping her of about the
SCDF’s plan to acquire radiation
portal machines before the information was made public on April
6, 2011.
Nimrod did not supply the machines, but submitted a bid.
The trial resumed yesterday after a one-month break. At the trial,
Lim’s lawyer Hamidul Haq said Lim
could not have predicted the March
2011 earthquake and nuclear meltdown in Japan — which led to the
need for the machines — 10 months
before it occurred, when the sex act
was committed.
During the cross-examination,
Mr Haq asked the prosecution’s witness, SCDF’s Assistant Director of
the Logistics Department (Purchasing) Roger Wong, if an open tender to
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purchase equipment for the agency
would be a more viable option than
to keep it to a limited one where only
one vendor will be involved.
According to guidelines on procurement procedures for civil servants, more bids are encouraged so as
to achieve value for money, transparency and to allow fair competition.
Mr Wong agreed that from a procurement perspective, the open tender was a “good thing”.
Mr Haq pointed out that as a result of the open tender which Lim
had pushed for, three out of five
companies, which included Nimrod,
submitted bids which were lower
than the price asked by Secom, the
SCDF’s existing supplier of the machines at the time.
Prosecution witness Colonel
Francis Ng, Director of the Hazardous Materials Department, testiied
that although Nimrod had met all
the speciications stated in the tender and was also the lowest bidder, it
did not “make sense” to award it the
tender as its machines did not meet
“operational requirements”.
A second tender was subsequently put up in November 2011.
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