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SOUTH-EAST ASIA (AFP): Pollution from man-made emissions and other sources like wildfires have
been linked to around 135 million premature deaths worldwide between 1980 and 2020, a
Singapore university said Monday.

Weather phenomena like EI Nino and the Indian Ocean Dipole worsened the effects of these
pollutants by intensifying their concentration in the air, Singapore's Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) said, unveiling the results of a study led by its researchers.

The tiny particles called particulate matter 2.5, or "PM 2.5", are harmful to human health wh
inhaled because they are small enough to enter the bloodstream. They come from vehicle an¢.”™ ™™
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The fine particulate matter "was associated with approximately 135 million premature deaths
globally" from 1980 to 2020, the university said in a statement on the study, published in the journal
Environment International.

It found that people were dying younger than the average life expectancy from diseases or conditions
that could have been treated or prevented, including stroke, heart and lung disease, and cancer.

Weather patterns increased the deaths by 14 percent, the study found.
Asia had the "highest number of premature deaths attributable to PM 2.5 pollution" at more than 98

million people, mostly in China and India, the university said.

STARPICKS
ADDRESSING RETIREMENT CHALLENGES

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Japan also had significant numbers of premature deaths,
ranging from 2 to 5 million people, it added.

The study is one of the most expansive to date on air quality and climate, using 40 years of data to
give a big-picture view of the effects of particulate matter on health.

"Our findings show that changes in climate patterns can make air pollution worse," said Steve Yim, an
associate professor at NTU's Asian School of the Environment, who led the study.

"When certain climate events happen, like EI Nino, pollution levels can go up, which means more
people might die prematurely because of PM 2.5 pollution," Yim added.

"This highlights the need to understand and account for these climate patterns when tackling air
pollution to protect the health of the global population.”

The Singapore researchers studied satellite data from the US National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) on the levels of particulate matter in the Earth's atmosphere.

They analysed statistics on deaths from diseases linked to pollution from the US-based Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation, an independent research centre.

Information on weather patterns during the period was taken from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration in the United States.

The study focused only on the effects of ordinary weather patterns on air pollution, Yim said, adding
that the impact of climate change will be the subject of future studies.
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The World Health Organization has said the "combined effects of ambient air pollution and

household air pollution" are associated with 6.7 million premature deaths worldwide every year. -

AFP

Follow us on our official WhatsApp channel for breaking news alerts and key updates!

TAGS / KEYWORDS:

Air Pollution, Asia , Highest , Numbers , Premature Deaths

How useful is this article to you?

Found a mistake in this article?

Report it to us.

Others Also Read

STARPLUS 1d ago
Dengue kills

ENTERTAINMENT 33m ago

Former HK singer Chelsia Chan opens up about
past battle with breast cancer

LIVING 33m ago

Being a middle manager is tough, but you can

i

Home

R N
For You Bookmark Audio

Q

Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2024/06/10/air-pollution-linked-to-135-million-premature-deaths-according-to-study

3/6


https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va5zqNVLCoWsM8VWSc2k
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?query=Air%20Pollution
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?query=Asia
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?query=Highest
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?query=Numbers
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?query=Premature%20Deaths
https://www.thestar.com.my/starplus
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/06/09/dengue-kills
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment/2024/06/10/former-hk-singer-chelsia-chan-opens-up-about-past-battle-with-breast-cancer
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment/2024/06/10/former-hk-singer-chelsia-chan-opens-up-about-past-battle-with-breast-cancer
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living/2024/06/10/being-a-middle-manager-is-tough-but-you-can-thrive-and-make-an-impact-at-work
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living/2024/06/10/being-a-middle-manager-is-tough-but-you-can-thrive-and-make-an-impact-at-work
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

