
ART isnot just apowerful tool for sharingsto-
riesandemotions, italsohelps toshinea light
on our world in creative ways.

Together with art lovers from the region
and beyond, I am looking forward to seeing
how travels, cultural exchanges and the real-
ities shaping our world have impacted and
shaped the art practices of three talented art-
ists from the region who are part of the sec-
ond cycle of SEA AiR (Studio Residencies for
Southeast Asian Artists in the European
Union).

Forme,experiencingtheart in this truly in-
spiringprojectandsetting isanunforgettable
journey.This isreflectedintheexhibitiontitle
of SEA AiR Cycle 2. Passages references the
artists’ journeys across geographical and cul-
turalboundaries fromonecontinent toanoth-
er; the cultural exchanges that take place dur-
ing this time; and the continuous develop-
ment of ideas as they return to their home
countries tocreatethethought-provokingart-
works you will get to see in this exhibition.

This week (the exhibition opened on Tues-
day, Nov 28) I will be experiencing the art-
works in the presence of the artists: Priya-
geetha Dia from Singapore who did her resi-
dencyat JanvanEyckAcademie intheNether-
lands; Ngoc Nau from Vietnam who did her
residency at Rupert in Lithuania; and Saroot

SupasuthivechfromThailandwhodidhisres-
idency at Künstlerhaus Bethanien in Germa-
ny.

Through SEA AiR, we drive further the de-
velopment of South-east Asia’s contemporary
art scene. The initiative serves as a spring-
board for dialogue between European art in-
stitutions and South-east Asian artists.

These established European art institu-
tionshavea longhistoryof runningresidency
programmes and offered the artists a three-
monthresidencyandanopportunitytocreate

new works, inspired by their experiences, en-
gagements, dialogues and interactions with
the public in Europe. In the current geopolit-
ical context, the artists also experienced the
narratives dominating the European political
and social landscape.

This artist residency programme launched
jointly by the Delegation of the European
Union to Singapore and Nanyang Technologi-
cal University’s Centre for Contemporary Art
(NTU CCA) celebrates people-to-people con-
nectivity and diversity. Through the second
cycle of this proudly made-in-Singapore pro-
gramme, the EU deepens its ties with Singa-
pore and the region in the spirit of the Global
Gateway initiative, which connects people
around the world in sustainable ways.

SEAAiRisdedicatedtoartistswhohavenot
yet had a significant professional experience
inEurope. It enriches thecreativeandcultural
exchange between the EU, Singapore and
Asean, enabling the EU to highlight a region
that has historically been under-represented
in most artist residency programmes in Eu-
rope.

The programme has built through two cy-
cles a rich repository of art practices that res-
onate and connect beyond borders. The art-
ists in the first cycle, Hoo Fan Chon (from Ma-
laysia; residency at the Helsinki International
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Passages references the artists’
journeys across geographical and cultural
boundaries from one continent to
another; the cultural exchanges that
take place during this time; and the
continuous development of ideas as
they return to their home countries to
create the thought-provoking artworks
in this exhibition.
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Artist Programme, Finland), Citra Sasmita (Indonesia;
residency at Wiels, Brussels, Belgium) and Vuth Lyno
(Cambodia; residency at Villa Arson, Nice, France)
have had successful career trajectories, with regular
showings in established exhibitions and biennales
around the world.

The programme was started in 2022 when the EU

and Asean commemorated the 45th anniversary of
their partnership. It is only fitting that the second cy-
cle is concluded during another landmark year, on
this occasion for EU-Singapore relations, since 2024
marks 20 years of the establishment of the EU Dele-
gation to Singapore. SEA AiR embodies the rich spirit
ofdialogueandexchangethatarehallmarksof there-
lationship between the two regions.

We are privileged to premiere Passages in Singa-
pore – the thriving engine and beginning and end
pointofSEAAiR–aspartof themuch-anticipatedSin-
gapore Art Week 2024. This provides a platform for
celebration and an opportunity to connect with au-
diences fromtheregionandbeyond,andspark ideas,
conversations and exchanges.

The writer is the European Union Ambassador to
Singapore. SEA AiR Cycle 2 Exhibition: Passages
opened at NTU CCA Gillman Barracks on Nov 28
and runs till Jan 28, 2024. The exhibition is part
of Singapore Art Week 2024.
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We are privileged to premiere
Passages in Singapore as part of the
much-anticipated Singapore Art
Week 2024. This provides a platform
for celebration and an opportunity
to connect with audiences from the
region and beyond, and spark ideas,
conversations and exchanges.
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