DEUTSCHE WELLE (Germany, half-page), THUSRDAY, 1 NOV, PAGE 29

Monday 1 November 2021 ~ World News

> Continued from page 28

cense checks on British vessels,
tighten controls of trucks and
reinforce customs and hygiene
controls if talks fail.

France also suggested it
might restrict energy supplies to

the Channel Islands — British
Crown dependencies that lie off
the coast of France and are heav-
ily dependent on French elec-
tricity.

Britain has threatened to
open trade dispute proceedings
against France, if Paris imposes

sanctions on London. Such astep
could seriously disrupt trade be-
tween the neighbors.

Although fishing makes up a
tiny proportion of both coun-
tries' economies, the Brexit vote
was won partly after Johnson
promised to regain access to
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fishing waters lost during Brit-
ain's EU membership.

Some British officials accuse
Macron of trying to win voter ap-
proval ahead of presidential elec-
tions next year in which he is ex-
pected to seek a new term.

On Friday, the German

government called on both
countries to work to defuse the
increasingly bitter row.

mm/sri (AP, Reuters)

Are Southeast Asian nations meeting their climate
commitments?

As one of the regions most
vulnerable to the effects of
climate change, Southeast
Asia knows the extent of the
risk more than most. Butis
the region doing enough to
take the problem seriously?

Southeast Asia is among the
world's most at-risk regions
when it comes to the impact
of global warming. The UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) warned in
its most recent report that the
region is facing rising sea levels,
heat waves, droughts and increa-
singly intense rainstorms.

"Recent studies estimate that
up to 96% of the ASEAN region is
likely to be affected by drought,
and up to 64% affected by ex-
treme drought,” Benjamin P.
Horton, director of the Earth
Observatory of Singapore at Na-
nyang Technological University,
told DW.

"Future sea-level rise will
affect populations, economies
and infrastructure of every
coastal nation," he added.

During last year alone, almost
5 million people were affected
when Typhoon Vamco battered
the Philippines and Vietnam in
November 2020while 289 people
died inthe floods caused by trop-
ical storm Linfa in Cambodia,
Laos, Thailand and Vietnam just
a month earlier, according to a
September report by the Inter-
national Federation of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies
and its climate center.

A climate survey by the ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute found
that Southeast Asians view the
increasingly intense rainstorms

and flooding as the most serious
impact of global warming.

Concrete climate action is
lacking

Most countries in the region
have pledged to speed up reduc-
tions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions as part of the 2015 Paris cli-
mate agreement, the main goal
of which is to limit warming to
under 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 de-
grees Fahrenheit) relative to pre-
industrial levels.

They have also passed laws
and policies to address climate
change — but more can still be
done, according to Melinda Mar-
tinus, a lead researcher at the
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute.

"I believe there will be many
more developments coming
from the region as businesses
and governments face pressure
to take more action to address
climate change. Hopefully, those
will be much more ambitious,"

Martinus told DW.

While climate change has
repeatedly been identified at
ASEAN summits and meetings as
a critical regional challenge, con-
crete action is still lacking.

"Clearly, these visions need to
be articulated into much clearer
programs and strategies in the
near future," said Martinus.

Net-zero targets

Indonesia, Southeast Asia's
largest economy and the world's
eighth-biggest greenhouse gas
emitter, aims to attain net-zero
emissions by 2060.

Though the country — the
world's top exporter of ther-
mal or steam coal, used to gen-
erate electricity — has plans to
phase out fossil fuel for elec-
tricity generation by 2056 and
has pledged not to commission
any additional coal power plants,
itis still 60% powered by coal.

Meanwhile, Thailand pledged

in 2015 to reduce its emissions
by 20% by 2030 with newly an-
nounced proposals to achieve
carbon neutrality by 2065 to
2070.

But even if it achieves those
targets, the country would still
be 15 to 20 years behind the
timeline set by the UN, including
reaching zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, the prin-
cipal goal of the COP26 climate
summit being held next week in
Glasgow.

Andrew Beirne, the UK's eco-
nomic and prosperity councilor,
said last week that Thailand
should raise its 2015 target
of reducing emissions by 20%,
suggesting the country could
achieve a 30% reduction, ac-
cording to local media.

The manufacturing and trans-
port sectors are expected to
make severe cuts — nearly 73%
of the entire goal — but power
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production, the biggest contri-
butor to emissions, is only re-
quired to reduce them by around
20% to meet the current target,
according to Thailand's road
map for nationally determined
contributions (NDC), or emis-
sions cut pledges.

Vietnam has not yet set a net-
zero target, but it is looking at
boosting its sources of renew-
able energy and increasing legis-
lation restricting use of coal to
reduce emissions.

Singapore has also not set
a target date for achieving net-
zero emissions.

"By 2050, Singapore currently
aims to cut emissions by 50%
from their peak, with no definite
deadline for reaching net-zero
emissions. Other nations, how-
ever, have been more ambitious
in their targets," said Horton.

Are these goals adequate?

Research group Climate
Action Tracker has said that
while Southeast Asian countries
have varying degrees of commit-
ment to tackle global warming,
none are sufficiently acting on
pledges made under the Paris
climate deal.

"The Climate Action Track-
er ranked Indonesia's and Viet-
nam's overall NDC update as
highly insufficient. Meanwhile,

Singapore is critically inade-
quate," said Martinus.
"Clearly, those countries

should have raised more ambi-
tious targets to help the world
limit global heating to well below
2 degrees Celsius," she added.
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