
NATUREWAYS:
Designed to replicate the
natural structure of forests
The design of some nature ways is part of the rewilding strategy,
aimed at allowing nature to grow more naturally with minimal
intervention. Nature ways also serve as green corridors to help
wildlife move from forest to forest.

Currently there are 54 nature ways
in Singapore.
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SHRUB LAYER
This layer is made up of flowering shrubs.
Some serve as the host plants for
butterflies, while others supply nectar.
This layer provides habitat for insects and
spiders that are part of the birds’ diet.

UNDERSTOREY LAYER
This layer features smaller
fruit-bearing trees that produce
berries, serving as a food source for
fruit-loving birds. Some of these trees
act as host plants for butterflies.

NParks aims to complete
300km of nature ways
by 2030. Approximately
240km of nature ways
have been implemented
so far.

Nature ways are
routes planted with

specific trees and shrubs
to replicate natural forests
which have different “layers”.

Each layer comprises vegetation
that grows to different heights
to support wildlife species
that have different feeding

and breeding
preferences.
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Being a City in Nature is a out

how Singapore takes a holistic ap-
proach towards the environment
and celebrating life in all f rms, be-
yond birdwatching or admiring
pretty plants, said Dr Shawn Lum,
a senior lecturer at NTU’s Asian
SSScchhhoooolll oofff ttthhhee EEEnnvviiirroonnmmeennttt.

THE ‘FOREST LAPIS’
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“T ey are not mere y green cor-

ridors, they are critical ecological
highways that enable urban biodi-
versity to move between major na-
ture nodes across the island,” add-
ed Mr Khew, who is also head of
Singapore butterflly interest group
BBBuutttttteerrfffllllyyCCCiiirrcclllee.
Butterfllies such as the rustic (Cu-

pha erymanthis lotis) are usually

But these can now be seen in

ark connectors and even urban
, .
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NParks has also lanted native
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(Nomia strigata).
Improve connectivity etween

Singapore’s green spaces will im-
prove the gene fllow between pop-
ulations and also increase the but-
terflly’s resilience to environmental
changes, Mr Khew added.
A separate study by NTU in Feb-
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higher diversity of flloweringplants
attract more butterfllies due to the
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plants bloom at different times.

Built for S’poreans, shareed with wildlife:

The makin o
From Garden City to City in Nature,
Singapore’s greening ambitions have
changed over the years. To mark SG60,
The Straits Times traces the nation’s leafy
metamorphosis, and why it matters for
the people and wildlife of Singapore.
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EMERGENT LAYER
The emergent layer is the tallest layer, featuring rainforest trees
like the keruing pipit (Dipterocarpus fagineus). These trees attract
insects which birds eat, and are also a nesting site for them.

CANOPY LAYER
The canopy layer consists of flowering roadside trees.
They provide shelter and food for insect-eating as well
as nectar-loving birds and butterflies.

As part of the City in Nature push, Singapore in 2020 launched the
OneMillionTrees movement. The aim is to plant a million more trees
across the island by 2030.

There were at least 92,861 trees
planted as of 2000.

As at June, 800,868 trees have been
planted across Singapore.

ONEMILLIONTREES
MOVEMENT:
Planting 1 M trees by 2030

The red leea (Leea rubra), a shrub species,
attracts the olive-backed sunbird

(Cinnyris jugularis), above, and the black
veined tiger butterfly (Danaus melanippus

hegesippus), above left.

The common sendudok (Melastoma
malabathricum), a native shrub species,
attracts birds like the scarlet-backed

flowerpecker (Dicaeum cruentatum), left.

The right plants
attract wildlife

str.sg/viz-city-in-nature

2000
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NOTE: The maps are created based on the dataset on TreesSG. It consists only of urban
trees managed by NParks and excludes trees in locations such as nature reserves,
nature parks, forested state land, military training grounds and those in public housing
estates or private properties. Discrepancies in tree data prior to 2000 are due to
NParks’ digital inventory of tree records being established only from 2000 onwards.

The researchers include Dr Tha-

Pro essor E eanor S a e rom t e

are not formall art of Sin a ore’s
,

ey serve a s m ar eco og ca
-

connectors that help butterfllies
move across ur an an scapes o
unconnected greenery, comple-
menting the broader connectivity
provided by nature ways, said the
researchers.
Mr Khew said: “Nature ways rep-

resent a science-based, scalable
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Nature vision alive – not just for
humans, but for the butterfllies,

, p
that share our city.”

PLANTING TREES
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On in ustria ise Jurong Is an ,

for example, more than 34,000
trees have been planted since
2020. More than 80 species of
trees such as the common sterculia
(Sterculia parvifllora) and the shore
laurel (Neolitsea cassia) were cho-
sseenn tttoo llliiinnee ttthhhee iiisslllaannddd – oonnee oofff SSSiiinn-
gapore’s warmest areas.
The tree species were chosen
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A NATION’S TRANSFORMATION

As Singapore celebrates its 60
years of independence, the coun-
try’s transformation over the dec-
ades is refllected in its greening
jjjoouurrnneeyy, ssaaiiiddd eexxppeerrtttss.
“In away, thiswhole journeymir-

rors the growth of a nation – from
y g , y g -

press, to now trying to sustain,” Dr

Lahiru said. “It refllects how we
,
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Cit in Nature Dr Lahiru said that

mos ones vers on o w a e
–

“ -
-

bility. It’s no longer about making
t ings green – it’s a out ma ing
sure nature survives, so we do too,”
he noted.
Dr Lumadded: “It is nowup to all

of us to embrace the City inNature,
and to nurture this seed and to care
for it so that it can become an in-
ssppiiirriiinngg ttthhhiiinngg oofff bbbeeaauutttyy aannddd wwoonn-
der.”
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