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Research on plant diversity reveals butterflies love non-native plants

A university team studied the diversity of roadside plants. (Photo: Lianhe Zaobao,
Singapore)

Singapore, often praised as a “Garden City”, recently became the focus of a university
research team that studied plant diversity at more than 100 roadside locations, as well
as how road traffic conditions affect butterfly activity. The study found that planting
more vegetation along roadsides provides butterflies with more food sources — and
many local butterflies prefer to feed on nectar from non-native plants.

A research team from the Nanyang Technological University’s (NTU) Asian School of the
Environment found that planting a variety of plant species along roadsides, creating
more ecological corridors, and avoiding excessive pruning of flowers and greenery can
help create an environment more conducive to the survival of butterflies and other
wildlife. This, in turn, enhances urban biodiversity and resilience.

The researchers recommend planting more native species in places like gardens and
parks, and ensuring green spaces are interconnected to form ecological corridors. This
supports butterfly activity and helps maintain ecological integrity. The team hopes their
findings will serve as a useful reference for urban planners and policymakers aiming to
boost biodiversity in cities.



The study found that local butterflies are fond of feeding on non-native plants.
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