
The Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity’s (NTU) Gaia, the largest
wooden building in Asia, bagged
the top Unesco prize for architec-
ture and design under the world’s
most beautiful campuses category
on Dec 2.
Changi Airport Terminal 2 also

won the special prize for its interi-
or at the series of competitions
known as PrixVersaillesWorldAr-
chitecture and Design Award
2024, under the world’s most
beautiful airports category.

This award is one of the top
threeworld titles – namely the top
Prix Versailles prize and separate
special prizes for interior and ex-
terior – that finalists in each cate-
gory competed for.
The Prix Versailles is an interna-

tional series of architectural
awards that celebrate contempo-
rary projects worldwide by recog-
nising innovation, creativity, re-
flections of local heritage, sustain-
ability and design.
The other winners for the

world’s most beautiful campuses
include the University of Edin-
burgh’s Edinburgh Futures Insti-

tute in Scotland, United Kingdom,
which clinched the special prize
for its interior, and Paris-Saclay
University’s HenriMoissan Centre
in Orsay, France, which won the
special prize for its exterior.
The winners of the world selec-

tion prizes, which give them rec-
ognition by Unesco, include
Wenzhou-Kean University’s Stu-
dent Learning and Activity Centre
in China; and Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s Bloomberg Centre in
Washington, and New York Uni-
versity’s John A. Paulson Centre in
New York City, in the US.
Constructed using mass-engi-

neered timber sourced from sus-
tainably managed forests, NTU’s
Gaia is designed to be environ-
mentally friendly and produces
2,500 fewer tonnes of carbon

dioxide – the equivalent of over
7,000 round-trip flights between
Singapore and Hong Kong – an-
nually comparedwith typical con-
crete buildings.
Completed in 2022, Gaia uses

energy-efficient systems and re-
newable technologies, making it
one of NTU’s greenest buildings.
NTU senior vice-president for

administration Tan Aik Na accept-
ed the award at a ceremony held at
the Unesco headquarters in Paris
on Dec 2. She said: “This recogni-
tion underscores the university’s
dedication to pioneering sustain-
able building solutions, creating
an inspiring and environmentally
responsible campus.”
Separately, Changi Airport Ter-

minal 2 received the special prize
for its interior after undergoing a

major 3½-year facelift from May
2020, which gave it more than
21,000 sq m of additional floor
space. The terminal reopened ful-
ly in November 2023.
It houses a four-storey-tall mul-

timediawaterfall at the heart of its
departure hall as well as a garden
equipped with a digital “sky” ceil-
ing emulating real-time weather
conditions outside the terminal,
and more than 20,000 plants.
Ms Ong Sim Lian, group senior

vice-president for designmanage-
ment at Changi Airport Group,
said the group is deeply honoured
to be awarded the special prize.
“Wewould like to thank our pas-

sengers and partners for inspiring
us to create the best travel experi-
ences for all we serve at Changi
Airport,” she added.
Additionally, Pan Pacific Or-

chard also won a world selection
prize under theworld’smost beau-
tiful hotels category, earning the
title of one of the best16 recent ho-
tel openings around the world.
Mr Choe Peng Sum, chief exec-

utive of Pan Pacific Hotels Group,
said the group is honoured to be
awarded the prize, adding: “Our
biophilic design approach is cen-
tred around creating thoughtful,
impactful spaces that integrate
nature with the built environ-
ment, advocating sustainability
and well-being.”
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Gaia, the largest wooden building in Asia, uses energy-efficient systems and renewable
technologies, making it one of NTU’s greenest buildings. PHOTO: NTU

NTU’s Gaia, Changi’s T2
among top winners in
Unesco design awards
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Gaia wins top prize under campus section,
while T2 wins special prize for its interior

Agarden at Changi Airport Terminal 2 equippedwith a digital “sky” ceiling emulating real-timeweather
conditions outside the terminal. The terminal also houses more than 20,000 plants. ST FILE PHOTO
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