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Experts:Condensationandrainareresponsible
Experts: Condensation and rain are responsible for 
mold on the wooden walls of the NTU Earth Room
release:28/08/202416:50 renew:18hoursago

MouldhasgrownonthewallsofthewoodenbuildingofNanyangTechnological
University's"Gaia"building.Expertspointedoutthatthisiscausedbycondensation
andrainwaterandhasnothingtodowiththewood.

NTUsaidinastatementthattwoindependentexpertsfromtheNationalUniversityof
Singapore'sSchoolofDesignandEngineeringmadethejudgmentafterinspecting
thebuildingthisweek.

Amongthem,indoorairqualityexpertAssociateProfessorTanGuoweipointedout
thattheMassEngineeredTimberusedinthebuildingwouldnotcausemoldgrowth

The"EarthRoom"ofNanyangTechnologicalUniversity.(Photo:Nanyang
TechnologicalUniversityocialwebsite)
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becausethewoodmetcertifiedregulatorystandardsandusedprotectivesealants.
AssociateProfessorShinyaOkuda,anaward-winningarchitectwhospecializes
buildingwithwood,agrees,notingthattheEarthRoom'sexteriortimbercladding
developedmouldfromdirectexposuretorain,butsandingtestsshowedthemould
hadnotpenetratedthetimberstructure.

NTUsaiditacceptedandwouldimplementtherepairsuggestionsmadebyAssociate
ProfessorTanGuowei.Theuniversitysaidthatinthenextthreeweeks,allroomsand
spacesintheEarthRoomaffectedbymoldwillbechemicallycleaned.

Toreducethechanceofmoldregrowth,airconditioninggrillesthatareproneto
condensationwillbewipeddowndaily.Lessventilatedspacesandcornerswillbe
cleanedonceamonth.Buildingexteriorandinteriorsurfaces,includingstructural
supports,willberegularlyinspected,cleanedandmaintained.Anyvisiblecracksin
thewoodsurfacewillalsoberepairedandresealedtopreventmoisturepenetration.
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