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List of global "Highly Cited Researchers" released! NTU ranked No. 1 in Singapore for 6 consecutive 

years 

 

In this year's Highly Cited Researchers list released by United Kingdom data firm Clarivate, 

Singapore's Nanyang Technological University rose one place to 22nd in the world. For the sixth year 

in a row, Nanyang Technological University is the university with the highest number of influential 

scientists among recognised institutions in Singapore, with a total of 42 Nanyang Technological 

University researchers with significant and broad influence in their respective fields of study. 

 

List of "Highly Cited Researchers" 

 

The Global Highly Cited Researchers list selects top scientific minds from universities, research 

institutes and commercial organizations around the world who have a significant and broad impact 

on their research fields. The methodology for the selection of highly cited researchers was developed 

by bibliometrics experts and data scientists at the Clarivate Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) 

based on Web of Science™ citation data and its analysis. 

 

 
Source: Clarivate  

 

November 15, 2023 – Clarivate has released its 2023 global Highly Cited Researchers list, which 

selects top scientific talent from universities, research institutes, and commercial organizations 

around the world who have a significant and broad impact on their research fields. A total of 6,849 

scientists from more than 1,300 institutions in 67 countries and regions around the world were 

selected for the 2023 list. The methodology for the selection of global Highly Cited Researchers was 

developed by bibliometrics experts and data scientists at the Clarivate Institute for Scientific 

Information (ISI™) based on Web of Science™ citation data and its analysis. 
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Ranking overview 

 

This year, 6,849 scientists from institutions in 67 countries and regions were included in the global 

Highly Cited Researchers list. 83.8% of the selected candidates came from 10 countries and regions, 

and the top 5 countries and regions with the most selected candidates accounted for 72.6% of the 

total number of lists. 

 

A number of outstanding scientists have been selected for multiple ESI subject lists: 238 in two 

disciplines, 21 in three disciplines, four in four disciplines, and one in five disciplines. Their academic 

output has a wide impact across multiple disciplines. 

 

 
Source: Clarivate  

 

A total of 2,669 people in the United States were selected, accounting for 37.5% of the total, down 

from 43.3% in 2018. Although the proportion of highly cited researchers in the United States 

continues to decline slowly, the level of scientific research in the United States still leads in the world. 

 

Mainland China continued to rank second this year, with 1,275 participants, up from 7.9% in 2018 to 

17.9%. Over the past five years, Chinese mainland scientists have more than doubled the proportion 

of globally highly cited researchers, reflecting the important global rebalancing of high-level research 

and academic contributions driven by the globalization of scientific research. 

 

The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) has 270 highly cited researchers on the list, up from 228 last 

year, making it the institution with the highest number of highly cited researchers in the world. Other 

top government and public research institutions include the National Institutes of Health (105), the 

Max Planck Society (59), the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (49), and the Broad Institute 

(27). 
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Clarivate’s global Highly Cited Researchers list is presented annually to recognize natural and social 

scientists who have made significant contributions to their disciplines with global impact. This year, a 

total of 6,849 researchers and 7,125 researchers were selected into the list of highly cited 

researchers in the world. Since some researchers are recognized in more than one ESI discipline, the 

total number of inductees exceeds the total number of selected scientists. 

 

The analysis of countries and institutions is based on a total of 7,125 participants, 3,793 in 20 ESI 

disciplines and 3,332 in interdiscursive, representing only one in 1,000 researchers worldwide. This 

year's list is based on the number of highly cited papers published in the 11-year period from January 

2012 to December 2022. The selection method was based on the rigorous evaluation and collation of 

the data of highly cited papers in SCIE and SSCI journals by bibliometric experts from the Institute of 

Scientific Information of Clarivate, covering 188,500 highly cited papers in various disciplines. 

 

NTU performance 

 

This is the sixth consecutive year that Nanyang Technological University Singapore has had the most 

influential scientists among Singapore institutions, with a total of 42 Nanyang Technological 

University researchers with significant and extensive influence in their research fields on the list. The 

42 scientists were mentioned 44 times in the list, and two of them were mentioned more than once. 

In 2022, there were 41 researchers at Nanyang Technological University and 44 mentions. 

 

 



 
Nanyang Technological University has been selected as one of the 2023 Highly Cited Researchers 

Source: NTU official website 

 

Approximately half of the NTU researchers listed are from interdisciplinary fields, demonstrating that 

NTU has made significant progress in achieving a key objective of the five-year strategic plan 

NTU2025 to support high-impact interdisciplinary research. Through interdisciplinary research, NTU 

hopes to address the major challenges facing humanity, such as the impact of people on the 

environment and the impact of technology on the humanities. 

 

 
Prof Luke Ong 

NTU Distinguished University Professor and Vice President, Professor in the School of Computer 

Science and Engineering 

Source: NTU official website 

 

Nanyang Technological University Vice President Professor Luke Ong said: "The NTU 2025 research 

strategy is a roadmap for the University to create societal impact through interdisciplinary research 

that solves real-world problems. At NTU, faculty members, researchers, and administrators aim to 

excel in their roles to co-create a conducive research environment. Emerging first in Singapore with 

the highest number of highly cited researchers named is a testament to the University's efforts and 

our contributions towards research excellence in the country and the world." 
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David Pendlebury, Head of Research Analysis at the Institute for Scientific Information at Clarivate 

said: "The Highly Cited Researchers list identifies and celebrates exceptional individual researchers at 

NTU Singapore whose significant and broad influence in their fields translates to impact in their 



research community and innovations that make the world healthier, more sustainable and more 

secure. Their contributions resonate far beyond their individual achievements, strengthening the 

foundation of excellence and innovation in research. They have also helped NTU to come up tops 

again in Singapore and contributed significantly to the country doing well on this year’s list." 
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