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NUS climbs four spots and is now 21st in global varsity rankings, NTU moves up one notch to No. 46 PAGE 4

NUS rises to 21st in
global varsity rankings,
its highest-ever position

The National University of Singapore
(NUS) climbed four places to become the
world’s 21st top university - its highest
position - inthelatest Times Higher Edu-
cationrankings.

Itrosebyfourplacesfrom25thspotlast
yearandremains Asia’sthird-bestuniver-
sity.

Nanyang Technological University
(NTU)edgedup oneplace torank46th. In
June, it was ranked first by Times Higher
Education in a list of universities set up
lessthanSOyearsago.

ThisisthefirsttimebothNUSandNTU
moved up to their best positions after
Times Higher Education put in place a
newmethodologyin2016.

A record 1,662 universities from 99
countries and regions were ranked this
year, based on 13 indicators to measure
performanceinteaching, research, knowl-
edge transfer andinternational outlook.

Britain’s Oxford Universityretainedits
topspot for the sixth straight year.

Asian universities continued to
improve in the rankings. For instance,
Peking University and Tsinghua Univer-
sity shared 16th place, giving China two
spotsinthetop20 for the first time.

Mr Phil Baty, chiefknowledge officer at
Times Higher Education, said the world’s
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elite universities have enjoyed a long
period of dominance at the top. However,
thereareshiftsinthelatestrankings, sug-
gesting disruption from Asian countries
including Singapore, he added.

He said: “In the coming years, it will be
interesting to see whether the US, UK and
otherworld-leading higher educationsys-
tems can respond to the challenges of
Covid-19...and apossibly serious impact
on already stretched funding, to hold on
totheir positions.”

An NUS spokesman said the univer-
sity’spositioninthelatest rankingsistes-
timony to theuniversity’stalent and stel-
lar contributions by its community. She
added: “We remain committed to creat-
ingimpactinthe communities we care for
and serve... and to drive innovative solu-
tionstolocalandglobal challenges, asevi-
dencedinourresearchonvaccines”.

NTU deputy president and provost
Ling Sansaid NTU has climbed 128 places
over the past 11 years in the Times Higher
Education global rankings. He said:
“NTU has invested immensely in educa-
tion, research and innovation over the
past decade, and our efforts are increas-
ingly being recognised internationally.”
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