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NUS, NTU courses tops in world uni ranking

Edge shown in areas Top programmes in Singapore
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“Materials science is the heart of
all technological innovation and
this will only become more impor-
tant with the world focus on sus- WONDERFUL FEAT

tainability and the ageing popula-
tion,” Professor Lam Yeng Ming,
chair of NTU’s School of Materials
Science and Engineering, told The
Straits Times.

“This year’s ranking is a confir-
mation that with Singapore’s
foresight to invest strongly in re-
search in materials science, cou-
pled with very driven faculty and
researchers, we can be the world
leaderin animpactfularea.”

Last year, NTU’s materials sci-
ence programme was ranked third
out of about 400 programmes
worldwide.

QS also placed the National Uni-
versity of Singapore’s (NUS) petro-
leum engineering programme at
No.1,aposition it also attained last
year out of 151 contenders.

Overall, NUS ranked 11th out of
1,000 universities, while NTU
came in 13th. Last year, both uni-
versities tied for 11th place.

“The consistent improvements

Assistant Professor Dalton Tay and Professor Madhavi Srinivasan of

University's School of

Materials Science and Engineering, who helped develop a method of using fruit peel waste to extract and reuse precious
metals from old batteries. The university has overtaken MIT to become the world's leading institution for the study of

toaQ

science,

made by Singaporean institutions
in our rankings are the result of a
decade of investment and strategis-
ing,” said Mr Ben Sowter, QS’ senior
vice-president of professional ser-
vices. “It was in 2010, after all, that
the Singaporean Government inau-
gurated the Singapore universities
fund, with a view to avoiding the
sort of downturn-driven real-terms
funding cuts that have beleaguered

universities across the world.”

The QS analysis also found Singa-
pore to be the fourth-best higher-
education system in the world af-
ter the United States, Britain and
Switzerland, and first in Asia based
on its share of programmes in the
top 10 globally.

“Singapore is home to more
world-class programmes than any
other Asian higher-education sys-
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tem: It has four times as many
top-10 programmes as China’s six
and eight times as many as Japan’s
three,” the firm added.

The two local universities had 24
degree programmes in the top 10
globally - 16 from NUS and eight
from NTU.

Several degree courses made
large jumps in the rankings. NUS’
computer science and information

The university has top-10 placement for 16 of our
programmes, up from four last year. Overall, NUS is
placedin the top 20 for 28 out of the 37 programmes
inwhichit was ranked... Itisa wonderful achievement

by our talented faculty members.

b

PROFESSOR HO TECK HUA, National University of
Singapore senior deputy president and provost.

systems course shot up from 12th
last year to rank fourth this year,
while NTU’s mechanical, aeronauti-
cal and manufacturing programme
jumped to fifth place from 11th.

QS evaluated around 5,000 uni-
versities based on factors such as
academic reputation, standing
with employers, faculty-to-student
ratios and citations per faculty.

Said NUS senior deputy president

and provost Ho Teck Hua: “The uni-
versity has top-10 placement for 16
of our programmes, up from four
last year. Overall, NUS is placed in
the top 20 for 28 out of the 37 pro-
grammes in which it was ranked.”

He added: “It is a wonderful
achievement by our talented fac-
ulty members.”
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