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Melissa Yip

The  global  coronavirus  outbreak  
may have disrupted some people’s 
plans to travel to Japan this month 
to view cherry blossoms, but Gar-
dens by the Bay is offering them a 
chance to view peach and cherry 
blossoms at its Flower Dome.

Singapore  residents  can  share  
what their disrupted trip meant to 
them through the Gardens’ website 
this week for a chance to win free 
tickets to the Sakura Matsuri, Japa-

nese for Cherry Blossom Festival, 
which was launched yesterday.

Tickets will be available for 500 
residents  who  had  planned  to  
travel  to Japan between March 1  
and May 31. They will have to pro-
vide proof of trip cancellation from 
the airline or travel agency.

Gardens by the Bay chief execu-
tive officer Felix Loh said the effort 
is  part  of  the attraction’s  Where 
Flowers Never Stop Blooming ini-
tiative, that hopes to “inspire and 
build confidence within the com-
munity” in the Covid-19 outbreak.

“I hope this year’s Sakura Matsuri 
brings the excitement of cherry blos-
soms to Singapore, and to people 
who  missed  out  on  travelling  to  
Japan,” he said. “Our green spaces 
continue to be open for respite and 
recreation.”

The Gardens has also partnered 
Pan Pacific Singapore to offer a 30 
per  cent  discount  at  the  hotel’s  
Edge,  Hai  Tien  Lo  and  Keyaki  
restaurants  till  June  30  if  they  
present a conservatory ticket.

This is the fifth year Sakura Mat-
suri is being held. This year’s edi-

tion has over 500 cherry and peach 
blossom trees in a Japanese spring-
time landscape, which includes a Ja-
panese teahouse, Gassho-style
farmhouses, and torii gates. Chil-
dren can follow the adventures of 
Momotaro, a Japanese folklore
hero said to be born from a peach, 
and three legendary warriors.

At the launch were National De-
velopment  Minister  Lawrence
Wong, Japan’s ambassador to Singa-
pore  Jun  Yamazaki,  and  Ambas-
sador-at-Large Tommy Koh.

The festival ends on March 29, 

with a two-day Anime Garden, a cel-
ebration of  Japanese  pop culture  
with free concerts, anime screen-
ings and appearances by celebrity 
cosplayers at The Meadow.

Singapore residents get 50 per 
cent  off  tickets  to  the  Flower  
Dome, Cloud Forest, Floral Fantasy 
and Supertree Observatory till
March 22. Resident children aged 
12 and below get free admission to 
these attractions during the school 
holidays from March 14 to 22.
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This year’s edition of the Sakura Matsuri at Gardens by the Bay has over 500 cherry and peach blossom trees in a Japanese springtime landscape. Singapore residents whose travel plans to Japan between 
March 1 and May 31 were cancelled can share what their disrupted trip meant to them through the Gardens’ website this week, for a chance to win free tickets to the Sakura Matsuri. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN 

Japan trip disrupted? View Gardens’ cherry blossoms
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Medical students at Nanyang Tech-
nological University are using a sim-
ulator as part of their clinical train-
ing, after postings to hospitals were 
suspended last month owing to the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

Called SimConsult,  it  allows 90 
fifth-year students at  the univer-
sity’s  Lee  Kong  Chian  School  of  
Medicine to learn from various pre-
determined clinical scenarios.

Simulation essentially involves a 
student  who  will  diagnose  a  pa-
tient, who is paid to simulate an ill-
ness. The session takes place in a 
room at the school and is observed 
by a family physician at a polyclinic 
via  Zoom,  a  video-conferencing  
platform.

Medical officers script common 
cases treated in polyclinics, such as 

patients  with  diabetes  and  high  
blood pressure. To ensure authen-
ticity,  the  school  runs  through  
what needs to be done with the sim-
ulated patient before the start of a 
session. 

The  medical  school’s  assistant  
dean of family medicine, Associate 
Professor Tang Wern Ee, said Sim-
Consult’s value lies in the feedback 
students can get from the simulated 
patient and the family physician at 
the end of the “consultation”. 

With clinical postings, it may be 
more  difficult  to  extract  specific  
and  constructive  feedback  from  
real patients, Prof Tang added.

Medical  undergraduate  Stanley  
Low agrees. Said the 24-year-old: 
“The physician would highlight ar-
eas for improvement and focus on 
the finer  details  of  the case,  like 
management decisions – probing 
my prescription decisions and dis-

cussing the considerations of pre-
scribing such medications.”

He added that the feedback he re-
ceives  from  the  patient  and  the  
physician is “a good synthesis of 
what I have been learning from the 
past few years”.

Still, SimConsult falls short of ac-
tual experience from a clinical post-
ing, because the patients are not 
real. 

For example, heart murmurs are 
impossible to replicate, regardless 
of  how skilled  the simulated pa-
tient is in acting.

Also, the simulator is not a less ex-
pensive  alternative  after  taking  
into account the cost of the simu-
lated  patients’  services  and  the  
video-conferencing  platform,
among other things.

For  undergraduate  Shafiqah
Shahrin, the main difference is that 
in a clinical posting, she has to be 

more independent in dealing with 
patients.

“Simulated sessions are within a 
controlled setting, with the agenda 
made known to us. In clinical set-
tings, we have to be more indepen-

dent as there won’t be any seniors 
to oversee us,” said the 24-year-old. 
But SimConsult is “a very good com-
promise”, she added.
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Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) of-
ficers have uncovered the hideout 
of a suspected drug trafficker and 
seized $143,000 worth of drugs, in-
cluding heroin. Six people, three 
men and three women aged 24 to 
44, were arrested, said the CNB in 
a statement yesterday.

Drugs seized during the bust in-
cluded heroin, Ice, Ecstasy,
cannabis, ketamine and Erimin-5 
tablets. They were found hidden 
in various places including in the 
hideout, on the six suspects and in 
one of their cars.

The CNB said that at about 3pm 
on Monday, a 27-year-old woman 
and a 31-year-old man arrived in 
Lorong 1 Toa Payoh by car. Both 
then went to the hideout, a resi-
dential unit, of a suspected
44-year-old male drug trafficker.

Soon after, CNB officers spotted 
two others, a 33-year-old woman 
and a 43-year-old man, arrive by 
car and proceed to the same unit. 

All  four  left  the unit  at  about 
6.20pm and were arrested on the 
ground floor after exiting the lift.

CNB said officers found about 
126g of Ice, 874g of heroin, 30 Er-
imin-5  tablets  and  111  Ecstasy  
tablets in a sling bag carried by the 
31-year-old male suspect.  In his 
car, about 2g of Ice was found.

In another sling bag, carried by 
the 43-year-old man, about 61g of 
cannabis,  134g  of  Ice,  270g  of  
heroin  and  52  Erimin-5  tablets  
were found.

Meanwhile, about 2g of Ice was 
in the bag carried by the 33-year-
old woman.

Officers from the agency then 
forced their way into the hideout 
of the suspected drug trafficker, 
after he and a 24-year-old woman 
refused  to  comply  with  orders  
given by the officers.

In the hideout, 24g of Ice, 396g 
of heroin and 25 Erimin-5 tablets 
were seized.

After the six suspects were ar-
rested, CNB officers conducted a 
follow-up raid on the official resi-
dential address of the suspected 
drug  trafficker  in  Bukit  Batok  
West Avenue 2. There, about 16g 
of Ice and a small amount of ke-
tamine was found.

The  CNB  is  investigating  the  
drug activities of all the suspects.

It estimated that the 304g of Ice 
seized in the operation is  suffi-
cient  to  feed  the  addiction  of  
about  170  abusers  for  a  week,  
while the 1.54kg of heroin seized 
would be enough to feed  about  
730 abusers for a week.
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Prosecutors yesterday appealed for 
an undergraduate to be jailed for at 
least three weeks for molesting a 
woman at an MRT station. They ar-
gued that there was no link between 
his  good  academic  performance  
and his propensity for reform. 

Terence Siow Kai Yuan, 24, was 
sentenced to 21 months’ supervised 
probation  last  year  by  a  district  
judge,  who said  his  academic  re-
sults showed that he had the “poten-
tial to excel in life”. 

Yesterday,  Chief  Justice  Sunda-
resh Menon, who heard the prose-
cution’s appeal, said the dichotomy
between Siow’s persona as an aca-
demic achiever  and his  “parallel”  
life as a pornography addict and sex 
offender was worrying. 

“It’s not clear to me that the judge 
completely  considered  these  as-
pects of the case,” he said. 

He will deliberate on the case and 
give his decision at a later date. 

Siow,  an  applied  mathematics  
student at the National University 
of Singapore, was given probation 
last  September  after  he  pleaded  
guilty to one charge of outrage of 

modesty. Two similar charges were 
taken into consideration. 

He was 22 when he committed 
the offences against a 28-year-old 
woman during a train ride on the 
North East Line and at Serangoon 
MRT station on Sept 12, 2018. 

Siow sat next to the woman and 
touched her thigh. She moved away 
from him but he touched her again. 

He followed her when she alighted 
and  touched  her  buttocks  as  he  
stood behind her on the escalator. 
When she turned around and
shouted at him, he fled the scene. 
She pointed Siow out to a station offi-
cer and later made a police report. 

The district judge, in rejecting the 
prosecution’s  call  for  a  custodial  
sentence,  noted  that  Siow’s  of-
fences were “minor intrusions”. 

She also noted his academic re-

sults, saying “there can be no doubt 
that there is extremely strong pro-
pensity for reform”. 

Yesterday, CJ Menon said he ac-
cepted that Siow’s offences were not 
so serious that probation should be 
ruled out. But he said Siow still has 
to cross the legal threshold of show-
ing  “extremely  strong  propensity  
for reform”. 

But Deputy Public Prosecutor
Kristy Tan argued that the two as-
pects of Siow’s life – his sexual of-
fending and his outwardly re-
spectable life – were not mutually in-
compatible.  She  said Siow  has al-
ways been an academic achiever, but 
that has not stopped him from pursu-
ing a  “parallel”  track of  offending 
behaviour. 

“A good dose of deterrence may 
be the change maker in this case,” 

she said. 
Siow’s lawyer, Mr Raphael Louis, 

said his client was making efforts to 
change. He said Siow has gone for 
counselling to address his pornogra-
phy addiction, has stopped consum-
ing pornography and  is  trying to  
maintain gainful employment. 

A spokesman for NUS yesterday 
said disciplinary sanctions, includ-

ing suspension of candidature and 
mandatory  counselling,  were  im-
posed on Siow following a board of 
discipline hearing in October 2018. 

These will go into his formal edu-
cational  record  at  the  university.  
He added that Siow has been on a 
leave of absence since January.

selinal@sph.com.sg

Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine Year 5 student Stanley Low talking to a 
patient-actor during a simulated consultation yesterday. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM
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No link between his good academic showing 
and propensity for reform, prosecutors argue

Drugs seized during the 
bust included heroin, Ice, 
Ecstasy, cannabis, 
ketamine and Erimin-5 
tablets. They were found 
hidden in various places 
including in the hideout, 
on the six suspects and in 
one of their cars.
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