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NTU, HP open new lab
to boost manufacturing

Sue-AnnTan

Manufacturing companies will get
more help in transforming them-
selves to adopt digital technology
with a new lab that was officially
opened at Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) yesterday.

The facility, which was created
through a collaboration by NTU
and global technology giant HP,
showcases digital manufacturing
technologies that can make manu-
facturing and supply chain opera-
tions more efficient, cost-effective
and sustainable.

NTU also worked with HP to de-
velop SkillsFuture courses to pre-
pare employees in the manufactur-
ing industry for the future.

HP chief technology officer and
head of HP Labs Shane Wall said:
“Our joint work in 3D printing, arti-
ficial intelligence, machine learn-
ing, security and sustainability will
produce disruptive technologies
that define the future of manufac-

turing. Working together, we can
create the workforce of the future
and ensure the fourth Industrial
Revolutionisalso a sustainable rev-
olution.”

The aim is to recruit 100 re-
searchers to work in the lab to de-
velop innovative products such as
intelligent design software tools
that can automate advanced cus-
tomisation.

An ongoing research project in
the lab looks at designing and opti-
mising end-to-end supply chain op-
erations to help manufacturers
scale the production of customised
goods quickly, especially during
times of high demand.

Besides exploring new technol-
ogy, the university launched six
SkillsFuture courses for manufac-
turing professionals. Around 120
workers a year can undergo these
courses in the fundamentals of ad-
ditive manufacturing or 3D print-
ing, digital product designs, data
management, automation, user ex-
perience and business models.

Professor Lam Khin Yong, NTU’s
senior vice-president of research,
said: “The advanced technologies
and automation solutions jointly
developed by NTU and HP are ex-
pected to impact businesses in Sin-
gapore and beyond, as these inno-

vations are geared towards effi-
ciency, productivity and most im-
portantly, sustainability.

“The new SkillsFuture courses
developed jointly with HP also
bring valuable industrial perspec-
tives to help upskill and train a criti-
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cal talent pool for Singapore.

“This will support the country’s
drive towards becoming a smart na-
tion as it faces the challenges of the
fourth Industrial Revolution.”
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