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This  year’s  National  Day  Parade  
(NDP) at the Padang will  feature 
the largest-ever parade prop here – 
a  6m-tall  metallic  lion  weighing  
about 1,000kg. 

The prop – which is 8m in length 

and 4m in width – has a metallic sur-
face to reflect light. The aim is to 
make it appear iridescent under the 
Padang’s  stage  lights.  LED  lights  
have also been fitted along the con-
tours of the “lion’s” mane. 

The design  and  construction
process took about eight months, 
beginning in October last year. 

Colonel Lim Han Yong, chairman 
of the NDP 2019 show committee, 
told reporters yesterday: “The leg-
end goes that Sang Nila Utama saw 
a lion when he landed on Temasek, 
and he decided to call this island Sin-
gapura.  Since  then,  the  lion  has  
been symbolic of our Lion City for 
more than 700 years. 

“So in  this  special  Bicentennial  
year, we  decided  to  re-visit  our  
roots... The lion is not just represen-
tative of our beginning, it is also a 
symbol  of  our  courage  and
strength.”

Col Lim, 39, added that Act Five 
of the show this  year titled “Our 
Dreams” – which is when the silver 
lion makes its first  appearance  – 
“symbolises  the  courage,  confi-
dence and tenacity of Singaporeans 
in building our future together”.

Ten  performers  are  needed  to  
control the massive prop – six to 
steer it onto the stage and four to 
control the movement of its legs.

The performers, who have been 
rehearsing three times a week since 
late May, studied the movements of 
live lions in wildlife videos and doc-
umentaries, and they also looked at 
animated shows such as The Lion 
King.

One of the performers, Mr Jensen 
Lim, 20, said they took videos of 
themselves  controlling  the  prop  
and compared them with footage of 
real lions. 

“Due to the weight of the lion, it’s 
pretty hard to change its direction. 
So when we enter the Padang, my 
team has to be very precise with the 
timing, especially during the stops 
and turns, so that we can keep to 
the timetable,” he added.
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Minister for Culture, Community 
and Youth Grace Fu remembers 
how,  when  she  graduated  from  
the National University of Singa-
pore in 1985 with a degree in ac-
countancy, technological disrup-
tions were changing the way peo-
ple worked.

Back then, the computing revo-
lution had just begun.  “It  was a  
time when what I learnt in school 
was  made  redundant  in  a  few  
years,” she said.

Things are largely the same to-
day.  “Change, rapid transforma-
tion and anxiety affect every co-
hort of youth,” she added.

“But believe me, every genera-
tion will find their own way to dis-
cover new opportunities.”

She was addressing graduands 
from  the  Chinese,  English,  His-
tory, Linguistics and Multilingual 
Studies,  and  Philosophy  pro-
grammes at the convocation cere-
mony for Nanyang Technological 
University’s School of Humanities 
yesterday. Bachelor degrees were 
awarded to 390 graduands while 
55 received higher degrees at the 
Nanyang Auditorium.

Said Ms Fu: “A small, open econ-
omy, Singapore is susceptible to 
global forces. Increasing trade fric-
tions,  anti-globalisation,  protec-
tionism,  technological  advance-
ments,  demographic  shifts  –
these  are  words  we  hear  these  

days and they are changing our 
economy, jobs, the nature of our 
industry.  You  might  be  asking  
yourself, ‘Am I prepared for what 
lies ahead?’ I had the same ques-
tion when I graduated.”

Cautioning that the journey will 
not be easy, she advised the grad-
uands  to  learn  “constantly,
broadly and bravely”.

On learning constantly, Ms Fu 
said: “Embrace the spirit of humil-
ity and willingness to keep learn-
ing and growing even when there’s 
no set test date ahead of us. The ex-
amination in life will come at the 
most unexpected time and place.”

Learning broadly entails “hav-
ing a strong sense of curiosity and 
spirit of exploration”, she added.

“We can’t predict what jobs will 
look like in the future... So if you 
can make connections across dif-
ferent fields and disciplines and 
apply  yourself  to  creating  new  
value, you’ll have an advantage.”

And to learn bravely is to “get 
out of your comfort zone and ven-
ture into areas you might not be fa-
miliar with”, she said. 

She highlighted two questions 
they should ask themselves – what 
their purpose in life is, and what 
success means to them. “I will sug-
gest to you that every one of you 
can have a purpose that is more 
than your own individual well-be-
ing. And that success is about leav-
ing a worthy legacy in our society.”
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The 6m-tall metallic lion weighing about 1,000kg has a metallic surface to reflect light, so it appears iridescent under the stage lights. ST PHOTO: GAVIN FOO
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Making a big entrance, complete with lights
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