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SHABANA BEGUM

Engineering has played a major 
role in Singapore’s growth and 
transformation and will remain 
important as the country enters 
the next phase of development, 
said Senior Minister and Coordi-
nating  Minister  for  National  
Security Teo Chee Hean.

Speaking at the launch of an 
exhibition on engineering at the 
Science Centre yesterday, Mr 
Teo  also  encouraged  more  
young people to pursue a career 
as an engineer or scientist.

Singapore offers some of the 
best facilities and support for 
big  companies  and  start-ups  
and the possibilities are limit-
less, he added.

“We can see feats of engineer-

ing all around us: from NEWater 
to our transportation networks; 
from the Stamford Detention 
Tank and Stamford Diversion 
Canal  that  protect  Orchard  
Road from floods to our new 
mega port at Tuas, scheduled to 
open in 2021,” he said.

Mr Teo, who is also the Sci-
ence  Centre’s  patron,  cited  
Jewel Changi Airport as an engi-
neering marvel due to its glass 
roof that looks like it is  sus-
pended in mid-air.

Mr  Teo  mentioned  young  
engineer Grace Chia, who co-
founded  local  start-up  BeeX  
that  develops  autonomous  
underwater vehicles.

“Singapore has some of the 
best facilities and the ecosystem 
to support not only major com-

panies like Keppel to design off-
shore structures and ice-break-
ers for the Arctic, but also for 
marine robotics start-ups like 
BeeX to develop cutting-edge 

technology and make their mark 
in the world,” said Mr Teo.

The Science Centre’s Future 
Makers exhibition seeks to bring 
to life the beauty of engineering 
and innovation, while explain-
ing how mega structures, rock-
ets  and  even  medicines  are  
invented.

The main attraction of the per-
manent exhibition is a theatre 
run by four robotic arms holding 
television screens.

Through videos and synchro-
nised  movement,  the  robots  
explain the  scope  of  modern  
engineering.

Visitors will  also get to fly 
drones and operate rovers in an 
enclosed aviary.
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A  new  United  Nations  (UN)  
treaty  bearing  Singapore’s  
name is expected to cement the 
Republic’s position as an interna-
tional dispute resolution hub for 
businesses, and the Law Min-
istry is tapping on some young 
faces to help seal the deal.

More than 700 international 
delegates will arrive here on Aug 
7 to witness the signing of the 
Singapore Convention on Medi-
ation  —  the  first  UN  treaty  
named after Singapore — and 50 
students aged 17 and 18, from 13 
participating  schools,  will  be  
playing host.

Their jobs? To help the visi-
tors get to know Singapore, and 
help those new to the country 
see the benefits of resolving com-
mercial disputes here.

Launched yesterday, the Sin-
gapore Convention Youth Invo-
lvement Programme will see the 
students  serve  as  personal  
guides to the delegates, includ-
ing visiting ministers, UN offi-
cials and high-level corporate 
executives,  and  take  them  
around places of interest such as 
Gardens by the Bay.

To prepare for their roles as 
youth  ambassadors,  the  stu-
dents are undergoing a five-day 
training programme conducted 
by seven public and private agen-
cies, from yesterday.

They will also produce short 
videos about their experience 

and will be encouraged to share 
them on social media.

Law Ministry deputy secre-
tary Han Kok Juan said the new 
UN treaty, which makes it easier 
to enforce cross-border media-
tion agreements, reinforces Sin-
gapore’s reputation as a trusted, 
neutral jurisdiction with strong 
rule of law.

He told the media: “We would 
like to involve younger Singa-
poreans in this important mile-

stone in Singapore’s history, to 
give them the opportunity of 
international exposure.”

KEY ROLE
Playing a key role in negotiating 
and drafting the treaty, Singa-
pore will be among the first sig-
natories and has invited other 
countries to sign it as well.

Mr Han, who chairs the Singa-
pore Convention Signing Cere-
mony and Conference organis-

ing committee, said discussions 
with the UN to confirm the num-
bers are ongoing.

Even though he is preparing 
for his  A levels, second-year  
Eunoia Junior College student 
Ong Chong Yu, 18, said the pro-
gramme was too good an oppor-
tunity to pass up.

He said: “Being able to be a 
part of this is really an honour.”
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Students in the arbitration room at Maxwell Chambers during a tour led by Ministry of Law deputy secretary Han Kok Juan (centre), as part 
of their training as youth ambassadors. TNP PHOTO: JASON QUAH

NTU, NUS top 
in Asia, joint 
11th in world

They will serve as guides and help visitors see benefits of resolving commercial disputes in Singapore

Students to play host when 
delegates sign UN treaty here
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Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) has joined the 
National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) in the top spot in 
Asia in an annual global rank-
ing of universities. 

I n  t h e  Q u a c q u a r e l l i  
Symonds (QS) World Univer-
sity Rankings released this  
morning, NTU rose by one 
position and NUS retained its 
rank from last year, to share 
the top spot in Asia and 11th 
place in the world. The Singa-
pore Management University 
(SMU) climbed to 477th posi-
tion from 500th last year. 

The top three institutions 
worldwide on the list are in 
the US: Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, Stanford 
University and Harvard Uni-
versity. 

The QS rankings employ 
six performance indicators to 
assess a university’s streng-
ths  in  research,  teaching,  
employability  and  interna-
tionalisation. 

QS research director Ben 
Sowter  said:  “Prolonged  
appearances  among  the  
global top 20 have ensured 
that Singapore’s leading uni-
versities  have  earned  the  
right to classify themselves 
among the  world’s  leading  
universities, according to our 
methodology and data set.” 

NTU  received  higher  
scores than NUS in faculty-
to-student  ratio  and  cita-
tions for each faculty, an indi-
cator of institutional research 
impact. NTU moved up 10 
positions to 36th for research 
citations  for  each  faculty,  
with the highest score of 88.8 
out of 100 among the three 
local institutions. 

But  NUS  is  more  well-
known among academics and 
employers, staying at 11th in 
the world for academic repu-
tation with a score of 99.8. 

With a score of 99.2, NUS 
also moved up four places to 
14th for employer reputation. 

NUS, NTU and SMU scor-
ed full marks for international 
faculty ratio, which measures 
the proportion of non-local 
faculty at an institution. 

But compared with global 
faculty count, they received 
lower scores for international 
student ratio, which provides 
an indicator of its ability to 
attract global talent. 
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New Science Centre exhibit shows beauty of engineering

An “escape chamber” at the Future 
Makers Exhibition in the Science Centre. 
TNP PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN
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