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for survivors at a collapsed house following an earthquake in Changning county in Yibin, in Sichuan province. PHOTO: REUTERS
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6 NUS, NTU top Asian unis
Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) and the National University
of Singapore (NUS) have tied for
first place in Asia in an annual
global ranking of universities. NTU
moved up one position to join NUS,
which retained its rank from last
year. NUS was also placed 11th in
the world. HOME B1

8 Facebook eyes e-currency
Facebook yesterday revealed plans
to launch a cryptocurrency called
Libra. However, it may face
opposition from privacy advocates,
consumer groups, regulators and
lawmakers. BUSINESS C1

9 Races for amateur cyclists
Amateur cyclists are giving the
thumbs up to the Singapore
Cycling Federation’s launch of
“community-adopted” rides, which
are supported by clubs through
donations. The first of five races in
the SCF Challenge Series was held
on Sunday. SPORT C7

NUS and
NTU tie
as Asia’s top
university

7 Key role for engineering
Engineering will play an important
role in the next phase of
Singapore’s development, said
Senior Minister and Coordinating
Minister for National Security Teo
Chee Hean, who encouraged more
young people to be engineers or
scientists. Singapore offers some of
the best facilities and support for
big companies and start-ups, he
added at the launch of an exhibition
on engineering. HOME B4

Motorists will get a new
Electronic Road Pricing (ERP)
reader for their vehicles from
next year, in preparation for
the roll-out of the next
generation of the ERP
system. Here are five things
you need to know.
http://str.sg/erp2020

10 Salonga in local musical
Filipino singer Lea Salonga (below)
will play a comedic but sinister
seller of ghoulish meat pies in
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber
Of Fleet Street. The Stephen
Sondheim musical runs here from
Nov 28 to Dec 8 at the Sands
Theatre in Marina Bay Sands.
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An archer and her bow

ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

How they rank

National archer Contessa
Loh, a junior bronze winner at
the World Archery Indoor
Championships in 2012,
considers her equipment an
extension of herself. She
explains the different parts
of a compound bow.
http://str.sg/loh
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They are 11th in the world in QS’ annual global
rankings, while SMU climbs up to 477th place
Amelia Teng
Education Correspondent
Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) has joined the National University of Singapore (NUS) in the
top spot in Asia in an annual global
ranking of universities that is read
by educational institutions and governments.
In the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings released
this morning, NTU rose by one position and NUS retained its rank from
last year, to share the top spot in
Asia and 11th place in the world.
The Singapore Management University (SMU) climbed to 477th position from 500th last year.
The top three institutions worldwide on the list, which is in its 16th
edition, are all from the United
States: Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Stanford University

and Harvard University.
The QS rankings employ six performance indicators to assess a university’s strengths in research,
teaching, employability and internationalisation.
Global higher education consultancy QS said the latest result “sees
the prospect of a Singaporean university entering the world’s top 10
increase with NTU’s improvement”.
QS research director Ben Sowter
said: “Prolonged appearances
among the global top 20 have ensured that Singapore’s leading universities have earned the right to classify themselves among the world’s
leading universities, according to
our methodology and data set.”
NTU received higher scores than
NUS in faculty-to-student ratio and
citations per faculty, an indicator of
institutional research impact. NTU
moved up 10 positions to 36th for research citations per faculty, with

With Nanyang Technological University’s improvement, global higher education consultancy Quacquarelli Symonds says
the prospect of a Singapore university entering the world’s top 10 has increased. ST FILE PHOTO

the highest score of 88.8 out of 100
among the three local institutions.
But NUS is more well-known
among academics and employers
than NTU, staying at 11th in the
world for academic reputation with
a score of 99.8, based on responses
from over 94,000 academics.
With a score of 99.2, NUS also
moved up four places to 14th for employer reputation, which is based
on feedback from more than
44,000 employers about the quality of an institution’s graduates.

Copyright 2016 Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction.

NUS, NTU and SMU scored full
marks for international faculty ratio, which measures the proportion
of non-local faculty at an institution.
But compared with global faculty
count, they received lower scores
for international student ratio,
which looks at the proportion of foreign students at an institution and
provides an indicator of its ability
to attract global talent.
NTU and NUS said the QS rankings show their efforts in research
and education are being recognised.

NUS and NTU have some 39,000
and 32,000 students respectively.
An NTU spokesman said that
along with the appointment of Professor Subra Suresh as president in
January last year, the new leadership team has overseen the hiring of
top talent in the past 11/2 years.
For instance, the Presidential
Post-doctoral Fellowship programme, started last year, attracted
applications from nearly 900
young people from top global institutions for 12 positions this year.
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Institution

Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
Stanford University
Harvard University
University of Oxford
California Institute
of Technology
ETH Zurich (Swiss
Federal Institute of
Technology)
University of
Cambridge
UCL (University
College London)
Imperial College
London
University of Chicago
Nanyang
Technological
University (NTU)
National University
of Singapore (NUS)
Singapore
Management
University (SMU)

Source: QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS
STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

It also set up in March the NTU Institute of Science and Technology
for Humanity to study the impact of
technology on society.
An NUS spokesman said: “We are
honoured that many academics and
employers around the world continue to regard NUS as among the best
in Asia and globally... The remarkable global standing of our local universities attests to the quality of Singapore’s higher education system.”
ateng@sph.com.sg

