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NTU enters global arena

Students at Lee Ve am Library.
Campuses abroad will lrinsfnrm the
‘student experience. ST FILE PHOTO

THE world’s fastest-rising
young university is about to
grow further. Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)
is planning to set up satellite
campuses in international
research hubs to build a global
mmdse! among its students.
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NANYANG Technological Univer-
sity (NTU) - recently named the
{astest-risng young univesity in
world - i looking to
satelite campuses in international
research hubs to build a global
‘mindset among its students.

Plans are under way to launch
its first base in London by the end
of this year, to boost its research
and teaching collaborations with
British universities.

Otber cties being considered
for the line-up over the next two
tothree years faclude San Francis-
co, Chicago, Stockholm and
Shanghai

NTU already partners Imperial

ollege London in a joint medical
school and the premier Renais-

NTU to set up
campuses abroad

Bases in top research hubs will help build global mindset in students

sance
(REP).
The university’s other British
partners include Cambridge, in
semiconductor and energy re-
search, and the University of
Southampton, in photonics.

Its American partners include
Northwestern University in Tlli-
nois and Berkeley in California,
while its European partners in-
clude Linkoping University and
Karolinska Institute in Sweden.

NTU president Bertil Anders-
son said these hubs would give stu-
dents more opportunities to gar-
ner experience abroad through,
for instance, study, research, in-
ternships or community projects.

‘They would also facilitate col-
laborative projects by NTU profes-
sors, PhD students and research-
ers with overseas counterparts.

Last year, 5,500 NTU under-
graduates gained experience over-
seas. They included REP students
who spent their third year either

“global mindset”, which includes
flexibility and openness to other
cultures, the ability to navigate
cross-cultural issues, and under-
standing of the nuances of opera-
ing in a different environment.

“These are things that you can~
not teach in a classroom,” he said,
noting that he often sees students
transformed by their experiences
abroad.

“They cap be nurtured only
through _experiential learning.
World-class research has to be
interdisciplinary in nature and, be-

e universities have different
strcngths it makes sense to colla-
orate.”

Citing the NTU-Northwestern
Institute for Nanomedicine, he
said the two universities are bring-
ing together their respective
strengths in 3D printing and na-
nomolecular research to come up
with a molecular 3D printer that
can produce designer molecules
and microscopic materials for use
in healthcare.

Ms Ng Ang Hui, 22, a fi-
ral-year chemite] enginseriog sti-
dent, spent nine months at UC
Berkeley, before doing an intern-
ship at pharmaceutical company
Baxter in the United Stats

Her supervisors there were so
impressed with her work that

cond internship, this time with
Baxter Singapore.

Ms Ng said: “I got to experi-
ence first-hand the workings of a
mnal pharmaceutical company

more importantly, how to
lhnve in a different and culturally
diverse environment.

“These are things that one can-
not learn in the classroom, only
by being thrown into an unfami-
liar foreign environment.”

‘The London-based Times High-
er Education magazine declared
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