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NTU launching
$30m centre to
study tertiary

education here

FOR years, Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) has carried out studies on learning in prima-
ry and secondary schools. Now it wants to go a step
further - by launching a new $30 million centre to
conduct research on Singapore’s tertiary education.

Called “Cradle” - short for the Centre for Re-
search and Development in Learning - it will devel-
op new ways of learning and assessing students, es-
pecially in an increasingly “technologically rich en-
vironment”, as NTU put it.

In a statement released yesterday, NTU provost
Freddy Boey said: “For the last two decades, the Na-
tional Institute of Education (NIE) at NTU has been
leading Singapore’s research in learning at the pri-
mary and secondary school levels. Through Cradle,
NTU will move into research on higher education
learning.”
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medical school with Imperial College London. Stu-
dents there have technology-driven lessons, online
modules, iPad-supported learning and virtual dis-
section. “We intend to expand these innovations to
other NTU schools,” said Professor Boey.

“Students today are more digitally savvy and
when they enter the university, they have come to
expect a technologically mediated environment
that seamlessly blends face-to-face and online
learning,” he said.

“By evaluating students’ learning experience
through its research projects, Cradle will raise our
understanding of such learning pedagogies and how
the university’s curriculum can be better delivered,
so that they remain fresh and up to date.”

Professor Lee Sing Kong, who is stepping down
as NIE director next month after more than seven
years at the helm, has also been appointed as
NTU’s vice-president for education strategies.

In the new position, he will lead the develop-

. ment of the institution’s curricula, teaching and as-
sessment methods,

Prof Lee, who will also be involved in Cradle’s in-
itiatives, said in the statement that the centre will
complement NIE's work and expand on research at
the primary and secondary school levels.

“We also want to build a strong pool of local ex-
perts who can contribute to the development of Sin-
gapore's tertiary sector.”
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