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Singapore's NTU
Economist Intelligence Unit crowns professor Vijay Sethi.

Professor Vijay Sethi, 52, from Nanyang Technological University (NTU) is SINGAPORE BUDGET 2013 SPECIAL
an information systems expert. He w as aw arded US$100,000 prize after beating
three other professors in a live “teach-off” in London. The four finalists w ere selected
from 222 professors, nominated by students and alumni for the quality of their

teaching, from 31 universities w orldw ide.
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The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) Business Professor of the Year aw ard is the
world’s only global contest to recognize and rew ard excellence in business teaching.
Nominations came from leading institutions such as the Wharton School, Harvard
Business School, and London Business School — by over 30,000 business students
and alumni.
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For the title, four finalists, picked by a judging panel helmed by The Economist's
business education editor William Ridgers, w ere put in a competitive teaching face-
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off. Each had 35 minutes to deliver their best lecture to a live classroom audience of University 2427 views
undergraduate and graduate business students. Joining Professor Vijay in the finals
w ere Professors Johanne Brunet from HEC Montreal, Darren Dahl from University of MORE NEWS - .
British Columbia and Kevin Kaiser from Insead. Professor Vijay emerged the winner Ernst & Young ta‘gs Slr_lg_ap?re
based on votes by the classroom audience, w ho took into account the voting results Why Singapore Budget 2013 as "Darwinian' for
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threatened yet by
The EIU aw ard marks a double win for Prof Sethi this w eek, as he had earlier Korean competitors
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NTU President Professor Bertil Andersson said, “Vijay took on some of the best

pv

teachers in the world and came out tops. He has done both NTU and Singapore Woodlands Road caves in; 3 J°”_ib"ff reffu:efsf discgmination h_itring claims:
proud. The real winner in NTU's success in attracting w orld beaters like Vijay are our Spy software usage denied majority of staft are Singapore citizens
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my listening post and coaches. They played a huge role in how the ideas w ere finally investment deman
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RELATED NEWS Singapore are paid each year
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Professor Sethi said, “Winning the title is a culmination of decades of teaching and it denied
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Loved by students for his contagious passion and sense of humour, Professor Sethi

teaches e-business and technological entrepreneurship classes for the Nanyang
Master of Business Administration (MBA) programme, and information technology
management to undergraduates. He is also deeply involved in preparing and coaching
Nanyang MBA students for international business plan competitions.
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Professor Sethi’s seminars are popular among students as he leads
group discussions with deep analysis and insights that stimulate
thinking and creativity. He has won several teaching awards, including
NTU’s Nanyang Award for Teaching Excellence Award in 2013, and the
Nanyang Business School MBA Teacher of the Year in 2011.

Professor Sethi said, “My aimis to make my students know ledgeable about the field |
amteaching. |w ant them to know it inside-out, and this w ill make them confident.
Ultimately, | w ant them to be passionate about learning and know ing w hatever field
they want to go into. If they feel w e are passionate about our field, they will be about
theirs.”

Professor Gillian Y eo, Interim Dean of Nanyang Business School said, “Vijay is an
inspiration to students — and also to the rest of us educators as well. As dedicated as
he is about his field of interest, he is even more passionate about nurturing his
students, w hether in the classroom or in one-to-one mentorships.

Professor Sethi holds a PhD from the University of Pittsburgh and is a
member of Nanyang Business School’s Information Technology and
Operations Management division.

He specialises in strategic information systems planning, strategic
information systems and information technology productivity. He also
conducts research in multinational IT strategies and global information

systems. Outside of academic research, he has worked with several
companies in Singapore, including Abacus International and
International Data Corporation, as a consultant and for executive
education programmes.

Professor Sethi said, “Teaching changes lives. For some, it gets them
their first jobs; for others, a career switch; and for many, it changes the
way they think. It is making this difference that makes me passionate
about teaching. Through teaching, we improve people’s minds — the
greatest gift we have. We are all what we are today because someone
taught us, educated us. Teaching is my way of giving back.”
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