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UK-SINGAPORE PARTNERS IN SCIENCE

COLLABORATION DEVELOPMENT AWARDS:

MATERIALS 

Call for Proposals

Introduction

1.
The British High Commission in Singapore announces a Call for proposals to support the initial stages of new collaborations between UK and Singaporean researchers in the field of Materials Science and Engineering. This call is also open to researchers from other countries in SE Asia. The available funds are intended to assist collaboration between researchers in SE Asia and the UK. Funds are available to support the following activities:

· Visit researchers in complementary fields in the UK
· Fund short secondments of researchers to a potential partner’s research laboratory in the UK to evaluate the viability of joint projects or to develop project proposals.

In short, funds awarded under this call can be used to develop contacts and proposals for joint projects. They are not intended to fund research itself – this would have to be supported by the usual national mechanisms.

Background

2.
The British High Commission Singapore in partnership with Nanyang Technological University, A*STAR and the Institute of Materials held a “Materials for a New Millennium” event in Singapore (12-14th September 2005).  Following the success of this event the Foreign and Commonwealth Office has awarded a grant under its Global Opportunities Fund to support the development of research collaborations in the field of materials between the UK and Singapore and other countries in SE Asia.

All proposals for collaboration related to the basic theme will be considered. Examples of the range of possible areas include, but are not restricted to:

· Functional Materials 

· Materials for Clean Energy Systems 

· Materials for Next Generation of Electronics

· Materials Modelling

· Challenges in Materials Characterization

· Nanomaterials

· Biomaterials & Materials in Medicine

· Materials in aerospace
What Is Available

3.
The scheme is intended to support the development of collaboration between scientists and engineers in the UK and Singapore/SE Asia in the field of materials. The grants are to support travel and subsistence from SE Asia to the UK. Requests for funding can be made to spend time in the UK, visiting one or more laboratories, for example to identify opportunities for collaboration, or to discuss specific projects. The value of the overseas travel grants funded under this call will be up to a maximum of S$10,000 per visit. Costs that can be requested include international airfares plus travel and subsistence in the UK.

All invoices/receipts for reimbursement of costs approved under this grant must be received no later than 13 March 2006. 

Outcomes

4.
The purpose of the grants is to enable researchers to spend time with potential partner institutions to gain an in-depth understanding of their research and formulate proposals for future collaborative research, which can then be put to funding bodies.   In submitting the application for a grant, the proposal will need to include an action plan that gives details of the main activities, including a visit timetable and potential future submissions to funding bodies.  Each successful applicant will also be required to write a short report (2-3 pages), within one month of the visit, specifying the actual outcome and action arising from discussions with their host(s).

How to apply
5.
Applications should be made, in English, on the attached application form.

Assessment

6. Each application will be assessed by a Peer Review Panel, in Singapore. 

 The selection criteria will include:

· the benefits likely to accrue from the visit 

· the potential for collaborative research which may result from the proposed contacts

· the complementarity of the experience/expertise of the two teams. 

Application Deadline
7.
The original of the application in English should be received by no later than 21 October 2005. We expect to notify applicants of the decisions by the end of October 2005.

Further Information
7. If you need further information or have any questions please contact:    
Christopher Tan at the British High Commission in Singapore via e-mail at christopher.tan@fco.gov.uk
Completed applications should be sent to the British High Commission as specified on the application form.

British High Commission, 

Singapore, 

September 2005
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PRIVATE 
1.
Applicant Details: 








Name:









Department:








Position Held:








Institution: 








Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E Mail:

2.
Names of UK organisation(s) it is proposed to visit:

Name:

Department:

Institution:

Areas of proposed collaboration:

Name:

Department:

Institution:

Areas of proposed collaboration:

Name:

Department:

Institution:

Areas of proposed collaboration:



3.
Summary of Contacts or Links with the proposed Host Organisation(s):

Please attach  invitation(s) from host scientist(s) (letter, fax or email)

4.
Action Plan:

Give details of the main activities, including timetable, foreseen under the award, including proposed timing of visit(s), and proposed submissions to funding bodies for future research collaborations with partners arising from this award. (Approx 250 words).

5. 
Finance
Funding requested (max S$10,000 for each research visit). Please include any contributions from other sources.

6. Please include a brief summary of your recent activities within this research field (papers, patents, grants, etc)

7. Signature of Applicant:
Official Stamp of Institution:

8. Signature of Applicant’s Head of Department or Immediate manager:

Return to:  

Mr Christopher Tan

Science and Technology Section

British High Commission

100 Tanglin Road

Singapore 247919

Email: christopher.tan@fco.gov.uk
By Friday 21 October 2005
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