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ANGKOK — Drought in the United States and

India is leading to higher food prices and has
some experts warning Asia Pacific countries to step
Pt up investment in agriculture. Asia's shifting dietary
habits require greater imports and are raising fears
over future food vulnerability.
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But the U K -based Center for Low Carbon Futures, a network of
universities, said in a new report that within 10 years large parts of Asia
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may face long periods of severe drought. Especially hit will be northern
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likely to face longer and wetter monsoon seasons.

Vietnam to host first gay pride parade

The threat from global climate change comes as rice and wheat yields in Read more b
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Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University.

“Just the simple arithmetic tells us that we're not going to be able to meet

the numbers unless significant investments are made to increase 1. EM NASA Celebrates Mars Rover Landing
productivity under current land scenarios or unless we find more new land . . .

. . ; .. 2. Syria's Prime Minister Defects, Flees to
for farming or unless we stop using city space for farming,” said Teng. Jordan
Asia imports almost 70 percent of the world's soybeans from MNorth and 3. NASA Lands Rover on Mars
Latin America and around 40 percent of the world's tradable corn, largely 4. Dormant 115 Years, New Zealand Volcano
for animal feed. Unexpectedly Blows

5. Iran Blames US for Iranians Kidnapped in
In the United States, corn prices have surged to record highs amid the most Syria
severe drought in 50 years with almost 90 percent of the U.S. corn crop in

drought-ravaged areas. Most Emailed -
Drought and food prices

Teng said the U.S. drought and its effects on food prices should be a "wake
-up call” for Asia-Pacific countries.

‘It should really be a forewarning for countries to want to invest mare, [and]
shake off the decline that we've been seeing for the last almost two
decades," said Teng. "There’s a lot of figures to show that the decline in
investment in agriculture, because the world basically got complacent.”

Andrew McConville, a communications manager with international
agriculture technology company, Syngenta, said the lack of new investment
and accessibility to technology to enable farmers to improve productivity
has had an impact.

“The immediate impact [of a lack of investment] is not necessarily tangible.
But over time it has a cumulative impact and at some point we have to pay
the piper, so to speak,” said McConville. "You really start to see all of these
things come together laid over the top of very high prices as well, so you
almost had a perfect storm of factors coming together to really point to the
challenges that agriculture faces.”

Some countries, such as Indonesia, Cambodia and China, are addressing
concerns by investing in new land for farming. In Burma, McConville said
positive economic reforms can help lift rice output.

He said China also has responded to the food worry by investing in food
production in Australia and New Zealand.
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Chinese authorities are taking steps in the remote western region of Xinjiang to regulate
participation in one of the holiest of Muslim holidays, Ramadan. More
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The deal will |ast three-and-a-half years, during which South Sudan hopes to finish a new
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Some 30,000 Syrians have fled ongoing turmoil in Syria to neighbering Lebanon More
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