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MAIN HIGHLIGHT

Typhoon Megi Tears through the Philippines

Typhoon Megi hit northern Philippines on 18 October 2010, inundating affected areas and lashing
residents with winds in excess of 225 kilometres per hour. While it will be some time before the full
extent of the damage can be assessed, initial reports claim that the storm has left at least 36
people dead, 200,000 homeless, and caused over USD 175 million worth of damage to property.

Philippine President Benigno ‘Noynoy’ Aquino praised local and state government efforts to prepare
for the storm, without which the human costs could have been far more devastating. Typhoon Megi
weakened after crossing the large Philippine island of Luzon but still caused significant loss of life,
large-scale evacuations and economic disruptions in Taiwan and southern China.

Experiences with major weather events throughout the region have shown that the most
pronounced challenges for those affected arise after the storms have passed. Residents of the
Philippines’ Cagayan Valley, for example, now face the long-term prospect of rebuilding their
homes and communities, while government and aid organisations race to meet the basic needs of
local populations in the immediate period. Not least among these needs is food, as Typhoon Megi

is estimated to have destroyed over 105,000 metric tonnes of Philippine crops and caused still undetermined damage to local fisheries.

Rebuilding and replanting will take years to complete. The typhoon is another strong reminder of the destructive nature of the weather in

Southeast Asia.

Additional Info:

e ‘ASIA: How Typhoon Megi Got Its Name’, IRIN, 18 October 2010.

e ‘Super Typhoon Megi “Biggest i
e ‘In Brief: Social Media Network

n 20 Years”, ABC News, 19 October 2010.
Helps Prevent Disaster’, IRIN, 19 October 2010.

e ‘Super Typhoon “Megi” (Juan) Heads to Southern China after Lashing RP’, Manila Bulletin Publishing Corporation, 20 October

2010.

e ‘Typhoon Megi Leaves 200,000 Homeless in Philippines’, BBC News, 20 October 2010.
e Montelibano, Jose Ma., ‘Beyond Disasters’, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 22 October 2010.

e Evans, Meghan, ‘Megi Leaves Hundreds Trapped, Dozens Missing in Taiwan’, AccuWeather.com, 22 October 2010.
e Saunders, Mark, ‘Super Typhoon Megi’, AlertNet, 24 October 2010.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SECURITY

News & Commentaries

e Cain, Geoffrey, ‘Resurgence of Rabies Threatens Asia’s Young and Poor’, Time, 12 October 2010.

e Pasquet, Yannick, “Western” Diseases Spread to Developing World: Experts’, AFP, 12 October 2010.
e Lyons, Rob, ‘Another Day, Another Attack on Smokers’, Spiked, 13 October 2010.

¢ ‘WHO Not Doing Enough in Battle on Dengue: Malaysian Official’, Xinhua,13 October 2010.

e ‘TIMOR-LESTE: HIV Prevalence Rate “Under-Reported”, IRIN, 14 October 2010.

e ‘WHO Seeks “Complete Control” of Tropical Diseases’, AFP, 14 October 2010.

e Pliangbangchang, Samlee, “Health for All” Must Include Country’s Urban Poor’, Bangkok Post, 15 October 2010.

e ‘Sumatra Fires Bring Haze’, The Straits Times, 17 October 2010.

e Sharma, Supriya, ‘Did Cholera Kill Silently in Chhattisgarh?’, The Times of India, 18 October 2010.

e Salamon, Maureen, ‘Is AIDS Really a “Winnable” Public Health Battle?’, MSNBC, 19 October 2010.

e ‘Women and Children Hit by Major Health Crisis in War-torn Eastern Myanmar’, AlertNet, 19 October 2010.
e ‘Indian Malaria Deaths Underestimated Say WHO’, BBC News, 21 October 2010.

Selected Publications

e World Health Organization (WHO), 2010, Working to Overcome the Global Impact of Neglected Tropical Diseases: First World Health
Organization Report on Neglected Tropical Diseases, Geneva.

This first WHO report on neglected tropical diseases states that it is now possible to significantly reduce the debilitating impact of 17
neglected tropical diseases that thrive in 149 countries worldwide. The report also underlines the successes of existing interventions
undertaken to mitigate the impact of diseases, recognises the challenges inherent to their effective management and control, and
suggests pathways for further collaboration among national governments, the private sector, the research profession and foundations
towards overcoming tropical disease challenges.

e Kent, Stephen J., David A. Cooper, Mean Chhi Vun, Yiming Shao et al., 2010, ‘AIDS Vaccine for Asia Network (AVAN): Expanding the
Regional Role in Developing HIV Vaccines’, PLoS Medicine, Vol. 7, No. 9, September.

This article assesses the AIDS Vaccine for Asia Network (AVAN). The AVAN aims to facilitate the development of a regional AIDS
vaccine strategy and accelerate the research and development of an AIDS vaccine through government advocacy, improved
coordination and harmonisation of research. To this end, the AVAN is working to develop clinical trial and pharmaceutical
manufacturing capacity along with supporting ethical and regulatory frameworks and ensuring local community participation. This
article concludes by outlining the planned evolution of AVAN and the future prospects of AVAN as a network to facilitate the overcoming
of AIDS in Asia.

e Wada, Koji, 2010, ‘Lessons Learned from Non-Pharmaceutical Public Health Responses to Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 in Japan’, The
Open Public Health Journal, Vol. 3, pp. 13—-19.

This article summarises non-pharmaceutical public health responses to H1N1 in Japan. It identifies 10 lessons learned from the
H1N1 outbreak in 2009: the need for flexible, multiple-case scenario planning; the importance of public trust; the protection of human
rights; the need for effective implementation of initiatives of high-level decision-making bodies; efficient response operations;
cooperation from local government; early identification of domestic patients; strategic risk communication; timely resource allocations;
and criteria for school closures in the event of a widespread outbreak.

e Pham Nguyen, Ha, Anastasia Pharris, Nguyen Thanh Huong, Nguyen Thi Kim Chuc et al., 2010, ‘The Evolution of HIV Policy in
Vietnam: From Punitive Control Measures to a More Rights-Based Approach’, Global Health Action, Vol. 3, August.

This article analyses Vietnam’s HIV policies and finds that policy developments have been driven by the state and supported with
resources coming from international agencies. The authors explain that Vietnam’s HIV policy has evolved from one focused on punitive
control measures to a more rights-based approach, encompassing harm reduction and payment of health insurance for medical
costs of patients with HIV-related illnesses.

Events and Announcements

e ‘World Diabetes Day’, 14 November 2010, Worldwide.
e ‘Global Forum on Urbanization and Health’, 15-17 November 2010, Kobe, Japan.
e ‘World Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Day’, 17 November 2010, Worldwide.
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND
NATURAL DISASTERS

News & Commentaries

e Kakuchi, Suvendrini, ‘Climate Change Concerns Give Aid a Green Hue’, Inter Press Service, 7 October
2010.

e ‘Climate Change: Adaptation Policy Shift Could Help the Poor’, IRIN, 7 October 2010.

e Wakefield, Francis T., ‘WB Inclusion as Trustees of Climate Fund Opposed’, Manila Bulletin Publishing Corporation, 8 October 2010.

e Somba, Nethy Dharma and Markus Makmur, ‘Wasior Flood Blamed on Deforestation’, The Jakarta Post, 9 October 2010.

e ‘Reuters Summit-UN Panel Says $100 BIn Climate Aid Goal Feasible’, Reuters, 12 October 2010.

e Rigg, Kelly, ‘Climate Change: Local Action Speaks Louder than Global Words’, Guardian, 12 October 2010.

e ‘Curbing Disaster Risk is “Everybody’s Business,” Ban Says’, UN News Centre, 13 October 2010.

e Doyle, Alistair, ‘Reuters Summit-Hopes Fade for Mexico Climate Talks’, Reuters, 13 October 2010.

e Ang, Elaine and Eugene Mahalingam, ‘How Climate Change Can Affect Us’, The Star, 18 October 2010.

e ‘Nagoya 2010: Carbon Mapping to Curb Climate Change and Boost Biodiversity’, United Nations Environment Programme, 18
October 2010.

e ‘Coral Death Strikes at SE Asia’, Science Alert, 19 October 2010.

Selected Publications

e Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 2010, Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010, FAO Forestry
Paper 163, Rome, October.

This most recent FAO forest report examines the current status and recent trends for about 90 variables covering the extent, condition,
uses and values of forests and other wooded land with the aim of assessing all benefits from forest resources. The results are
presented according to the seven thematic elements of sustainable forest management. The report contributes stronger overall data
on global forest resources than that which existed previously. It has also led to a transparent reporting process and enhanced national
capacity in developing countries for data analysis and reporting.

e Longstaff, Patricia H., Nicholas J. Armstrong, Keli Perrin, Whitney May Parker et al., 2010, ‘Building Resilient Communities: A
Preliminary Framework for Assessment’, Homeland Security Affairs, Vol. 6, No. 3.

This article moves beyond ongoing debates over definitions of resiliency and presents a preliminary framework for assessing
community-based resilience strategies. Drawing from an interdisciplinary body of theoretical and policy-oriented literature, the authors
provide a definition of resilience and develop a theory of community resilience as a function of resource robustness and adaptive
capacity. When fully developed, the framework will serve as a tool for guiding planning and allocating resources.

e The Royal Society, 2010, Climate Change: A Summary of the Science, London, September.

This guide has been written to summarise the evidence and to clarify the levels of confidence associated with the current scientific
understanding of climate change. It clarifies what is well-known and established about the climate system, what is widely agreed upon
(but with some debate on the details) and what is still not well understood.

e Fuchs, Roland J., 2010, Cities at Risk: Asia’s Coastal Cities in an Age of Climate Change, AsiaPacific Issues No. 96, Honolulu: East-
West Center.

This paper argues that both engineering and non-engineering approaches should be applied in developing climate mitigation and
adaptation systems in Asia’s coastal mega-cities. It also suggests that the scientific community should work in collaboration with city
officials to produce urban-planning and climate policies. Good political leadership and reliable climate change related data would be
required.

Events and Announcements

e ‘G20 Seoul Summit’, 11-12 November 2010, Seoul, Korea.
e ‘ADBI-OECD Roundtable on Innovation for Balanced and Sustainable Growth’, 24—-26 November 2010, Tokyo, Japan.
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e ‘United Nations Climate Change Conference Cancun — COP 16 & CMP 6’, 29 November — 10 December 2010, Cancun, Mexico.
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FOOD SECURITY

News & Commentaries

e Mutai, Peter, ‘FAO Calls for More Efforts to Save Biodiversity Loss’, Xinhua, 4 October 2010.

e Moskowitz, Clara, ‘Grain of Hope: Researchers Seek a Super-Rice’, Live Science, 5 October 2010.

e ‘APEC to Debate Ocean Conservation and Food Security’, Fish Information and Services, 7 October
2010.

e ‘Agronomists’ Intervention Need to Reduce Yield Gap for Food Security Emphasized’, The New Nation, 7 October 2010.

e Thapan, Arjun, ‘Water-food-energy Nexus in Asia’, The Jakarta Post, 7 October 2010.

e ‘Climate Change Threatens Global Rice’, Asia Sentinel, 8 October 2010.

e Albert, Gerry, ‘FAO Senior Policy Officer Says No to Agency Probe on Destruction of Fish Baskets in RP’, All Voices, 9 October 2010.
e Ghosh, Jayati, ‘More Effective Financial Regulation is Fundamental to Global Food Security’, Poverty Matters Blog, 15 October 2010.
e Kapoor, Rana, ‘Food Security Needs Beckon Investment in Transnational Farming’, The Hindu Business Line, 18 October 2010.

e ‘Shrinking Arable Land Adds Concern on China’s Grain Security’, Xinhua, 18 October 2010.

e ‘North Korea Heads for New Food Crisis: UN’, Channel NewsAsia, 22 October 2010.

e Kieu, Van, ‘APEC Food Security Measures are Timely’, Viet Nam News, 22 October 2010.

Selected Publications

e De Schutter, Olivier, 2010, Food Commodities Speculation and Food Price Crises: Regulation to Reduce the Risks of Price Volatility,
Briefing Note 02, Brussels: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

This briefing note reviews how speculation on the prices of basic food commodities leads to food crises. It proposes some steps to
prevent speculation in the commodities derivatives market. It also emphasises how such speculation is usually conducted by
institutional investors who are not concerned about agricultural market fundamentals nor have the relevant expertise. It thus makes the
argument that access to the commodities futures market should be restricted.

e Teng, Paul, Mely Caballero-Anthony, Margarita Escaler and Pau Khan Khup Hangzo, 2010, Ensuring Urban Food Security in ASEAN,
Policy Brief, Singapore: RSIS Centre for Non-Traditional Security (NTS) Studies.

This policy brief highlights the main findings of the Expert Group Meeting on Food Security organised by the Centre for NTS Studies in
August 2010. It explores the role of urban and peri-urban agriculture in reducing urban poverty and food insecurity, assesses private
sector and ASEAN Integrated Food Security Management Information System (AFSIS) activities aimed at ensuring future food security
in the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) region, and offers policy recommendations — one of which calls for Singapore
to take on an active role in the regional food system.

e Lambrou, Yianna and Sibyl Nelson, 2010, Farmers in a Changing Climate — Does Gender Matter? : Food Security in Andhra
Pradesh, India, Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

This report presents the findings of research undertaken in six villages in two drought-prone districts in India. The study applies
gender, institutional and climate analyses to document trends in climate variability. The authors make recommendations for
addressing gender issues in the context of climate change adaptation, particularly with regard to food security and farming-based
livelihoods, and provide a detailed discussion of their methodological approach and tools.

e Von Grebmer, Klaus, Marie T. Ruel, Purnima Menon, Bella Nestorova et al., 2010, 2010 Global Hunger Index — The Challenge of
Hunger: Focus on the Crisis of Child Undernutrition, Bonn, Washington D.C., Dublin: Deutsche Welthungerhilfe, International Food
Policy Research Institute and Concern Worldwide.

This report highlights that malnutrition among children under 2 years of age is one of the leading challenges to reducing global hunger
and can cause lifelong harm to health, productivity and learning potential. This report argues that to address child nutrition needs,
governments should invest in effective nutrition interventions targeted at mothers and children. These interventions should focus on
children in the age group that represents the window of opportunity to improve nutrition.

e Asia Society and International Rice Research Institute, 2010, Never an Empty Bowl: Sustaining Food Security in Asia, Task Force
Report, New York, September.
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This report advances a comprehensive plan of action to address food insecurity and poverty in Asia. The report bases this plan of
action on pragmatic approaches to public policy and the best science, with substantial input from key actors in the field. It emphasises
the need for innovative partnerships to be established among governments, businesses, non-governmental organisations, and
regional and international organisations.

Events and Announcements

e ‘Global Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change’, 31 October — 5 November 2010, The Hague, The
Netherlands.
e ‘Agriculture and Rural Development Day 2010, 4 December 2010, Cancun, Mexico.
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ENERGY AND HUMAN SECURITY

News & Commentaries

e Kelly, Rachel, ‘Asia Now Price Setter for Oil: Experts’, Channel NewsAsia, 12 October 2010. Vi

e Chan, Sewell and Keith Bradsher, ‘U.S. to Investigate China’s Clean Energy Aid’, The New York
Times, 15 October 2010.

e Afrida, Nani, ‘Smaller Gas Terminals Planned to Secure Supply’, The Jakarta Post, 15 October 2010.

e Satriastanti, Fidelis E. and Ririn Radiawati Kusuma, ‘Bumpy Ride Ahead for Wind Power, Experts Say’, Jakarta Globe, 13 October
2010.

e Harding, Luke, ‘Russia and Venezuela Strike Nuclear Power Station Deal’, Guardian, 15 October 2010.

e ‘China to Shut Down Hundreds of Smaller Coal Mines’, CNN,16 October 2010.

e Voigt, Kevin, ‘Chile Mining Echoes on Mongolian Steppes’, CNN, 15 October 2010.

e Barboza, David, ‘21 are Killed in Explosion at China Mine’, The New York Times, 16 October 2010.

e Shuey, Scott and Derek Baldwin, ‘UAE Keen to Cut Energy Demand’, Gulf News, 18 October 2010.

e Lee, Venessa, ‘An Asian Nuclear Renaissance’, Today, 23 October 2010.

Selected Publications

e Perrot, Radikha and Sergey Filippov, 2010, Localisation Strategies of Firms in Wind Energy Technology Development, UNU-MERIT
Working Paper 2010-047, Maastricht: United Nations University — Maastricht Economic and Social Research and Training Centre on
Innovation and Technology.

The paper examines the localisation strategies of multinational companies in the wind energy sectors of China and India. The authors
seek to explain the tendency for multinationals to base their research and development facilities in emerging economies such as
China and India. The discussion demonstrates the importance of the role of local capabilities and skills in the global production
networks of multinational companies.

e Tan, Xiaomei, Deborah Seligsohn, Xiliang Zhang, Molin Huo et al., 2010, Scaling Up Low-Carbon Technology Deployment: Lessons
from China, WRI Report, Washington, D.C.: World Resources Institute.

As developing countries are releasing increasingly large amounts of greenhouse gases, they are under increasing pressure to reduce
emissions. The report studies the case of China which has accelerated its low-carbon technology deployment at an astonishing pace.
Specifically, the authors investigate the way in which low-carbon technologies have been introduced, adapted, deployed and diffused in
China. The case study offers insights which enable middle- and low-income countries to develop their own low-carbon economies.

e Zhang, Qingfeng, Makiko Watanabe, Tun Lin, Pat Delaquil et al., 2010, Rural Biomass Energy 2020 in the People’s Republic of
China, ADB Report, Manila: Asian Development Bank.

This report investigates the potential of biomass energy to close the urban-rural energy gap, raise farmer incomes and reduce
environmental pollution in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). It examines the advantages and limitations of leading biomass
energy technologies and resources for various distribution scales, and analyses barriers to the promotion of biomass energy. In
addition, the report also provides recommendations on institutions and financing.

Events & Announcements
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e ‘Clean Energy Expo’, 2-4 November 2010, Singapore.
e ‘The 18th International Oil and Gas Industry Exhibition and Conference’, 30 November — 3 December 2010, Singapore.
e ‘2nd IEEE International Conference on Sustainable Energy Technologies’, 6—9 December 2010, Kandy, Sri Lanka.
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Use of this article:

You are free to publish this article in its entirety or only in part in your newspapers, wire services, internet-based information
networks and newsletters and you are also free to use the information in your radio-TV discussions or as a basis for discussion in
different fora. We would, however, appreciate it if you could let us know when and where the article was used.

About the Centre:

The Centre for NTS Studies of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, was inaugurated by the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretary-General Dr Surin Pitsuwan in May 2008. The Centre maintains research in the fields of Climate
Change, Energy Security, Health Security, as well as Internal and Cross Border Conflict. It produces policy-relevant analyses aimed
at furthering awareness and building capacity to address NTS issues and challenges in the Asia Pacific region and beyond. The
Centre also provides a platform for scholars and policymakers within and outside Asia to discuss and analyse NTS issues in the
region.

In 2009, the Centre was chosen by the MacArthur Foundation as a lead institution for the MacArthur Asia Security Initiative, to
develop policy research capacity and recommend policies on the critical security challenges facing the Asia-Pacific.

The Centre is also a founding member and the Secretariat for the Consortium of Non-Traditional Security (NTS) Studies in Asia
(NTS-Asia). More information on the Centre can be found at www.rsis.edu.sg/nts
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