Clean Energy Programme

NRF Guidelines for Fundable / Non-Fundable Items (as at 5 Feb 2007) 
	Type of Expenses 
	Description 

	I. EOM Related Expenses 

	Salaries, CPF and fringe benefits including medical, dental, contribution to welfare fund, etc. 
	Allowable for salaries, employer’s central provident fund contributions and allowances for research staff (research fellow, research engineer/assistant, specialist laboratory technician, technical officer, and other R&D staff approved by CEPO on an exceptional basis) employed specifically for the funded project are allowed. The salaries offered to staff should be reasonable, in line with local market benchmarks and comply with formal established pay scale of the host institution that is consistently applied regardless of the source of funds. However, overseas superannuation contributions for expatriate R&D staff are not allowed. 

	Bonus / Incentive payments 
	Allowable as part of a total compensation package, provided such payments are reasonable and are made according to a formal policy of the host university that is consistently applied regardless of the source of funds. 

	Overtime 
	Not allowable. 

	Annual leave 
	Allowable for employees. The number of days of leave accorded to staff must be in accordance with formal policies of the host university that is consistently applied regardless of the source of funds. 

	Staff recruitment and related cost 
	Not allowable. Examples of such costs are advertisement and recruitment agency cost. However, one-time relocation and settling-in allowances for senior expatriate R&D staff are allowed 

	PI’s & co-investigators’ EOM cost 
	Not allowable. 

	Visiting Professors 
	Expenses, honoraria or salaries of overseas experts invited to participate in the project are allowed. These must be budgeted separately in the project budget under the category for Visiting Professor 

	Staff insurance 
	Not allowable. 

	Local & international students’ fees or other stipends or awards to students 
	Allowable, based on university rates, for full-time graduate 

research students, and part-time graduate research students employed specifically for the funded project. 


	Type of Expenses 
	Description 

	II. OOE Related Expenses 

	Fines and penalties 
	Not allowable. 

	GST and relevant taxes 
	Allowable for expenses on OOE and equipment incurred for the project. 

	Legal fees 
	Allowable to support IP protection (excluding litigation cost) and commercialisation activities (include proof of concept grants, costs for prototyping, etc). 

	10% of total direct costs (less Exceptional Items) are allowed to support both in equal share of 5% each. 

	To qualify, the funded R&D organization must 

• ensure that all commercial rights are based in Singapore; and 

• account for the use of both funds on an annual basis to CEPO. 



	Local & Overseas conferences 
	Allowable, if deemed necessary for the successful execution of the funded project. Travel components that are allowed include round-trip airfare on economy class, tourist-class hotel accommodation, daily subsistence and conference registration fees. Daily subsistence costs should be based on host university’s travel policies. The total cost of these components for each trip must not exceed S$6,000. The PI must submit a copy of the abstract when claiming reimbursement for such expenses and append to their annual/ final report. 

	Outsourcing of R&D 
	Strictly not allowable for any part of the R&D work. 

	Subcontracting of non- research work (e.g. development of tools for the research) 
	See Section IV on Exceptional Items. 

	Professional membership fees of PIs /RFs /RAs funded from the grant 
	Not allowable. 

	Publications 
	Allowable. 

Publication page charges for journal papers or additional pages in conference papers are allowed up to a maximum of $1,000 per paper. 

	Training costs 
	Allowable. 

	Training materials and other consumables 
	Allowable. 


	Type of Expenses 
	Description 

	II. OOE Related Expenses 

	Computing/ Services/ Facilities/ Equipment rentals 
	Allowable. 

	Staff retreat 
	Not allowable. 

	II. OOE Related Expenses -Overheads 

	• Audit, legal, marketing or consultancy fees 

• Utilities and telecommunications costs 

• Maintenance and repairs of equipment and facilities 

• Refreshments and entertainment expenditure 

• Patent filing and related costs 

• Refurbishments /renovations /adaptations 

• Lease/Rent 

• Insurance 

• General office consumables, e.g. stationery and photocopying 

• Purchase of books, manuscripts or reports 

• Basic laboratory consumables 

• Purchase of vehicles or transport costs 

• Other costs not specifically related or justified for the project 


	These costs are not allowed as direct costs of the funded project, but are supported through indirect costs. 

Conditions for Indirect Costs support: 

1. Support for indirect costs is allowed only to Singapore-based Institutes of Higher Learning and not-for-profit entities. 

2. Indirect costs are meant to defray costs for administration (e.g., personnel, finance, IT, library, etc.), space, utilities and other operating costs incurred by an R&D organization in support of the funded project activities. Up to 20% of the total qualifying direct costs (less Exceptional Items) will be allowed. 


	Type of Expenses 
	Description 

	III. Purchase of Equipment 

	General policy 
	New equipment needed directly for the project is allowed. Each piece of equipment must be individually identified and its cost (including bank charges, delivery and installation where necessary) estimated. The purchase of additional equipment or the hiring of new manpower is not allowed 6 months before the project completion date. All equipment costing more than S$100,000 must be classified under “Exceptional Items”. Three quotations must be provided for such equipment in the budget along with full justifications for the need to purchase the equipment. 

	IT equipment 
	Not allowable. General purpose IT and communication equipment like computers, office productivity software, PDAs, mobile phones, workstations and printers are not allowed unless these are deemed to be necessary for carrying out the R&D work and have been approved by CEPO. 

	Office equipment 
	Not allowable. 

	Office furniture & fittings 
	Not allowable. 

	Cost of capital works and general infrastructure 
	Permissible with strong justification, if infrastructural work is needed to carry out the research. Requires prior approval from CEPO. 

	Type of Expenses 
	Description 

	IV. Exceptional Items 

	Equipment costing more than $100,000. 
	Allowed, but must be individually justified in the proposal. 

	Subcontracting of non- research work (e.g. development of tools for the research) 
	Allowed if required to carry out the proposed R&D work, but must be individually justified in the proposal. 

	Intellectual property 
	Allowed if it is required to carry out the proposed R&D work. Must be individually justified in the proposal. 

	Infrastructural work 
	Permissible with strong justification and prior approval from CEPO. 


