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On the trail of
skin cancer gene

Scientist finds gene behind
cancer’s self-healing ability
ByLOOKWOON WEI

INSTANCES of self-healing skin cancer were first
reportedin1934 after they werediscoveredina
family of Scottishcoalminers.

Morethan70 yearslater, Associate Professor
BrunoReversadeandhisteam were abletoidentify
the generesponsible for their self-healing proper-
ties.

ProfReversadehasalsodiscoveredasimilar
strand of self-healing skincancerina Tunisianfam-
ily.

Hewasamongthel5speakersat the European
Molecular Biology Organisation (EMBO) Gold Med-
allist Symposium 2015 held thisweek at Biopolis.

Hetoldanaudienceatthe symposiumhow, over
fivegenerations, 27 ofthefamily'smembershave
beenaffectedbythisstrandofcancer, leadingto
the conclusionthat suchself-healing cancerishe-
reditary.

Understanding why and how the gene worksis
the main pursuit of the senior prineipal
investigator'steam at the Institute of Medical Biolo-
gy, whichisrunbythe Agencyfor Science, Technol-
ogyandResearch(A*Star).

Prof Reversade, whoalsospoke about self-heal-
ingcancer, told The Straits Times: “Wewant tohar-
nessthehealing properties ofthis gene onother
cancers.”

Thethree-daysymposiumwasjointly organised
by A*Star, EMBO and Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity.

Everyyear, EMBOawardsagoldmedaltoatop
Europeanscientistunder the age of 40 whohas

made significant contributionstothe field of molec-
ularbiology.

There were 13 gold medal winners speaking at
the symposium and Professor PhilipIngham, chair-
manofitsorganising committee, said: “Thisisa
great opportunity foranewbatchof studentsto
benefit fromthemedallists'sharing."”

Speakerspresentedresearchranging fromcellu-
larrearrangements to vaccine design.

Thelatest Gold Medal wasawardedlastyearto
Associate Professor Sophie Martinof the Depart -
ment of Fundamental Microbiology atthe Universi-
tyofLausanne, Switzerland.

ProfMartin, 40, whospoke attheevent, was
awarded the Gold Model for her work inunderstand-
inghowtheorganisationofcells contributestocell
sizeandcelldivision.
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Associate Professor Bruno Reversade has identified the gene in two strands of self-healing skin cancers, andis working on
understandingitmore thoroughly. ~ PHOTO: AGENCYFOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY ANDRESEARCH



