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HE STARTED at NTU 1o study
Mechanical Engineering. But
his deciston o become a joint
hall photographer proved Lo be
the turning point that steered
him away from engineering
and into the glimorous waorld
of photography.

MNow George Wong, who
graduated in 2003, makes a
living as a wedding and lifestyle
photographer, but has the time
he wants to pursue his personal
projects, e,

They come al 4 cost. On op
of wiping his bank account dry,
he sold his dream cameras - a
Mamiva 7 set and two Leicas
— letching 37000 1o fund his
personal projects.  His most
recent one being an exhibition
[eaturing photographs of the old
MNational Stadium. That alone,
cost him almost S3200,

Despite being out of pocket
money, he is a happy man,
George, 29, was revelling in
the euphoria of his first solo
exhihition, which ended last
wiek,

HE WANTED 1o live a life without

regrets. 5o Jared Tham gave himsell

one vear o fulfill his dreams, [ was
then, life ook off for him

He pursued his dream ol vaol-
untecring, embarked on overseas
expeditions and turned his hand to
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COMMUNICATING HOPE
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Jared [extreme left] at a Fair Trade flea market shop with members of Initiative 5G, youths who have started their own special interest geoups

Reminiscing memories of his dream camera, George with his friend’s
Mamiya set,

Best of all, he is doing what he
lowes, The self-taugln photographer,
now works full time smapping for
weddings, magazines and events
with a Canon 5D SLR camera.

He also had o overcome his

Instead, Jared 1ok a leap of
faith In 2004 and set up a vouth
soctety with nine expedition mates,
called The Choice Indtiative

And vet, his view of voelunteer-
ing in the pust is poles apart from
his perception now, He said he used

reclance writing.

In that same year, the graduate
in Communication Studies realised
that writing wius not his cup of rea:

It is something 1 can do for a lv-
ing, but not what 1 want to do for
lite," he saicd.
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parents’ disapproval. They didn't
see any prospects for him in
photography. “They would nag
al me when I come home late
at night looking exhausted from
work and compare me with our
neighbyours’ children who have
regular 9 10 5 jobs” George said.
e understands their concern —
especially as he works a gruelling
seven-day week.

But he is undaunted. “This
business belongs 1o me, that's why
U'm trying all that 1'can o make il
work” he said. "With work, 1've
always believed that it's not so much
of whether you can or cannot, it's o
matter of how much you want it.”

A career in enginecring once
crossed his mind. George hacd
enjoved his industrial attachment
at Grenidea Technologies and even
collaborated with them on his final
year project. But when the expected
joby offer didn't come, he had second
thoughts about what he wanted 1o
do with his life,

“I'm sure | could survive as
an engineer, but 1 would be one
without passion, merely looking
forward to weekends and taking
long leaves for holidays.” he saic,

While at school, he had taken
the post of a joint Photo Head lor
Hall 2, which piqued his interest in
the art form. While capruring hall
life, sports and games, he came Lo
love the way a photograph captures
J4 moiment :II'!li }:i'ﬁ'l..'.‘- i“']'l'l 1Anence to

e “think of voluntecring as a visil
to the old folks home”. A Youth
Expedition Project o Bangalore in
India was his wake up call

The experience presented the
fresh graduate with possibilities in
volunteering, such as empower
ing youths 1o discover more about
themselves,

There was no wrning back.

Mow o Senior Excoutive in the

“Have the
intuition and
courage to follow
your heart, and
trust that the dots
will somehow
connect in your
future.”

sowcial service sector, the 29-vear-
old plans social services for m-risk
vouth, as well. He also assesses
proposals [or new services,
Bevond his career, his belief in
“miving back to society™ had also
driven him 1o engage in personal
volunteering projects covering so
clal issues such as child rights and
Fair Trade.

1 MEemery,

stll, be is thankiul
for having walked this
path. and gained a lot
from his engincering
degree. “Not only had
it conditioned me w0
he more systematic
and cautious, the paper
qualifications had also
placated my parents
b saic

He is  finally
making headway in
gaining their approval,
thanks 1o high-profile
commissions, such as
his recent wark for
California Fitness 1o
shoot portraits of their
instructors in their
world-famous Group
Exercise Programs.

He is also proud of
clinching an honourable
mention in the
Photography category
at the prestigious UOR
Painting of the Year
competition this year,

This milestone also
improved his parents
perceptions of his
career. “Thev've hung
MY WInning entry up in
the living room- that's
a sign that they have
capitulated.” grinned

the amiahle lens man. B

180 Degre

There are degrees — and then there are dreams. And choosing the latter has brought four NTU
alumni everything they wanted. Kong Yen Lin and Gwendolyn Ng take a look at their lives

He has also taken on the mole
ol a conference manager in the
Halogen Foundation organising re-
wional events such as 1 Degree Asia.
Invelving 270 youth leaders across
Asia, the Ave-day event aimed 1o
mitke leadership education ac-
cessible for all
vouths.

Yet, it was
nal all o bed
ol roses.

He has
net had any
formal educa-
tion in social
work, hence
the learning
curve has
been consid-
erably steeper.
“Most trained
social work-
ers would he
able 1o hit the
ground run-
ning, but I'm
still learning
on the job,”
Jarcd ex-
plained

Despite
the detour,
Jared felt that
the journey
had heen
worthwhile.

Jared condwcting a farum theatre workshop an child rights in Mumbai.
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He said, “The path 1 took and
the experiences | had along the
wiay made me who | am.” His
university education had not only
broadenced his capacity Tor eritical
and conceptual thinking, but had
also increased his ability 1o com-

municate ideas effectively. That's
imporant when he is presenting
complex ideas to different kinds
of peaple

Skills aside, Jared emphasises
than “power and speed are useless
without direction.”
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FORSARKING an iron rice bowl for a
bookshop mamed *Riceball’, Masters
of Engineering alumnus Zhong
Ling created his own fusion recipe
out of a love for photography and
reading

He opened his first photograply
hookshop, Riceball, after he “saw
e light™ an the end of the tunnel of
hi= monotonous job as a mechanical
product engineer. He knew it was
time o make a career shiflt,

*I just closed one eye and
jumped into the water, without
knowing whether 1 could swim.”
the 34-year-old said. “T wanted o do
something meaningful in life)”

Ratiomalising the risk he ook,
e said, = I T don't try now when
| have the time, when will 1 do so?
You're only young once.”

It wasn't just a leap of laith,
though: he had saved up a few
thousand during his five yeurs
warking as an enginner, and armed
with this solid Anancial backing
and his wife's support, Zhong Ling
used the Internet as his kiunch pad,
He started off by selling books on
photography directly o his circle
of contacts which slowly expancded
over the vears,

Eventually e had enough clients
1o open his first shop in a corner o
The Aldelphi in 2004, This June, he
opened his second outlet at prime
location in Funan Centre,

—I THE ‘WRITE’ JOB

SHE NEVER wirere off her dream
ol becoming a journalist even
when her grades just fell short
of entering journalism school at
NTU. Yet dreams do come true
as Yang Yang eventually fulfills
her childhood ambition,

Yang's journey into the
newsroom started when she saw
a job ad for a Chinese journalist
with Singapore Press Holdings
(SPH) during her final year as a
marketing student ar Nanyvang
Business School. At first she
thought she had the wrong
degree for a writing job

However, the 25-year-old is
no stranger 19 wielding the pen
in Chinese as she was a student
correspondent with ZaoBao
in secondary school and did a
mincy in Chinese.

And her family, especially
her father who is a Chinese
language teacher, also played a
part in cultivating her flair for
writing

S0 far, she loves her writing
joly with Friday Weekly and
Thumbs Up, both
student’s. Chinese
newspepers. I has
always been my
passion w0 write, And
1 feel a sense of a
satisfaction when |
see my articles getting
published,” the reporter
saicl.

As a reporter for
stuclents’ newspapers, she
covers stories rellecting
yvouths and their culture

Her first assignment as
a full-fldeged SPH reporter
left the young reporter
starsturchk.

Revellng in the unforgettable
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It's a far cry from the stability
offered by his comfy job as an
engineer in a multi-national
company, and Zhong Ling sacrificed
a lot including a 35k paycheck.

He also had o forgo his love
for travelling due 1o his business
andd family commitments. The avid
photographer used 1o snap his
globetrotting trips

Nowadays, the lens of his

camera captures memories of

another love in his life = his two
vear-old daughter,

OOD FOR THOUGHTL —

He says that running his own
business is never i bore especially
as he gets to enjoy the visits of like-
minded customers. Most patrons
hear about Riceball via word-
of-mouth in Singapore's small
photography circle

And the shop's name? Zhong
Ling revealed o simple but ingenious
business strategy that lies in the
bookstores unusual name. “That's
the whole purpose of the name
of the shop, so that people can
remember it
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Photographer dad: Zhong Ling with a book
of photos he shot for his daughter

experience of the press conference

with a Taiwanese boyband, she
saic,” I tried hard o contain my
excitement as it wias the Arst that |
came into such close contact with
celelrities.”

One year on, she is no longer
the rookie in awe of the celebrities
as she realised that “aritistes are also
ordinary people.”

Yang has interviewed countless
peaple from all walks of lives,
bt she still looks forward to the
interesting clements she can sieve
ol From cach Inmterview,

Besides waking up everyday 1o her
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dream job, she does not need
o jostle with the morning rush
hour crowd as she reporis 1©
work at only at 10,

Yet. there are sacrifces she
hats 1o muake. The long hours her
job entails and even working
on public halidays occasionally
means lesser time spent with
her Family
Nevertheless, the reporter has
no complaints, “Routines are
nel for me. Though it's a tiving
joby running around, 1 get a lot
of joy from my job.”

Many undergraduates may
find themselves in the same
predicament as Yang Yang fced
back then, disappointed tha
they did not get into their ideal
course, Nonetheless, it's a matter
ol perspective and she chose o
be optimistic.

“Don't be disheartened
You never know when the
knowledge you learn will
come in useful. Always
prepare yoursell for
opportunities,”
she advised




