VIRUS TRACKER

16,527,254 653,974

GLOBAL DEATHS

GLOBAL CASES

HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020

WORST-HIT NATIONS ovasse

1 US
azs 4,3924833 2,423.798 IASO,TIO 818,120 “5.433
omTEs | 149,973

| 2 BRAZIL | 3 INDIA*

s (3349

AS OF W30 Pue B5T)

13.354

4 RUSSIA | s SAFRICA

6 769

Covid worst global health emergency: WHO

REVIEW Committee to meet later this week to discuss the
disease’s emergency status, six months after it was declared

HTComespondent and Agencies
Y e E R

GENEVA: Covid-19 “continues to
accelerate” with a doubling of
cases over the last six weeks,
World Health Organzzation
director-general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on
Monday, describing the pan.
demic as the worst health emer.
gency faced by the UN agency.

More than 16 million cases
have now been reported , with
more than 640 000 deaths.

WHO's emergency commirtes
will conveneon Thursday, a pro-
cedural requirementsixmonths
after theagency'sdeclarancnof a
public healthemergency ofnter-
national concern. made on Janu-
ary 30 for the coronavirus out-
break. The panelwill advise Ted.
ros on the way forward

Only with strict adherence to
health measures, from wearing
masks toavoiding crowds, would
the world manags to beat the pan-
demic, Tedros said at a virtual
news bedefingin Geneva, “Where
these measures are followed,
cases go down. Where they are
not cases goup,"hesaid praising
Canada, China, Germany and
South Korea for controlling out-
breaks.

Vietnam is evacuating 80,000
people, mostly local tourists,
from thecentral tourism hotspot
of Danang after three residents

testad positive for the coronavi
rus over the weekend, the gov-
ernment said on Monday.

The Southeast Asian country
i1sback on high alert after author.
ities on Saturday confirmed the
first commumity infections since
Apnil and another three caseson
Sunday all in or around Danang.

The UK has said it will
reporting on coronavirus
while it reviews how they are
counted. Last week, the govern
ment saxd deaths m England were
attributed to coronavirus if the
deceased had had the disease ac
any time. Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland would only
record deaths asvirus-related if
the patient had a positive test
within the preceding 28 days.

day launched a campaign to
encourage Britonstoexerciseas
new evidence showed that over
weight people being infected by
ocoronavirusare more Lkelytodie
ordevelopsevere llness

Thedrive nchudes doctors pre.
scribing cycling or running to
patients, dedicated cycle lanes
and pedestrianisation of more
areas incities acrossthe UK, ban
on junk food advertisements on
and cigarette pack-like calone
warningson food items

“Since [ recovered from core
navirus, ['ve been steadily build-

ingupmy fitness. |amat keasta
stonedown. Butwhen I went into
ICU, when [ was really ill Iwas
wayoverweight,” Johnson said

In Singapore, scientists have
developed a method to improve
the speed of obtaining Covid- 19
laboratory test results in 3 min.
utes or by up to four times.

The newmethod, developed by
scientists at the Nanyang Tech-
nological University s (NTC)Lee
Kong Chian School of Medicine,
has demonstrated a way to
improve “the speed. handling
time and cost of Covid-1¢ labora-
tory tests”, the university sad
Thetest, whichcan bedonewith

screeningtool it said.

Mus i pilgrims havestarted
arrving in Mecca for a drasts-
cally scaled-down hajj. which
begins on Wednesday. It nor-
mally drows around 25 million
people. This year_ Saudi Arabia’s
haj) ministry has said between
1,000 and 10,000 people already
residing in the kingdom will be
allowed to perform the pilgrim-
age T‘I'orhrdsdﬂmnhm
will be from among foreign resi
dents in Saudi Arabia and one-
third will be Saudi citzens.

more than four months. Ofthe 61
infections reported on Monday,

7 were Jocal cases.

-

« Workers dsinfect Hagia Sophia after a prayer at the iconic | stanbul structure, which was changed from a cathedral into a mosque. e

US NSA is +ve: biggest vaccine trial begins

YashwantRajand Agercies
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WASHINGTON: US National Secu-
rity Adviser RobertO'Brien has
tested positive for Covid.19,
making him the most senior

It added: “There is no risk of
exposure (o the President or the
Vice President Thework of the
National Security Council con-
tinues uninterrupted " O'Brien
typically works from a West
Wingoffice justa short distanos

Trumpadministration b
to be hit by thevirus

The White House said on
Maonday O Brien had displayed
“mild symptoms and has been
self isolating andworking from
asecure Jocation offsite *

from President Donald Trump's
He had aravelled to Paris in
mid-July for a meeting with
counterparts from the UK
France, Germany and ltaly
TwoWhite House staffers had
tested positive earber Trump's

personal valet and the head of
Vice-President Mike Pence's
communications team

MODERNA VACCINE
STUDY GETSUNDERWAY
The world’s biggest Covid-19
vaccine study got underway on
Monday with the first of 30 000
planned volunteers helping to
testshots created by the US. gov-
ernment - one of several candi-
dates in the final stretch of the
globalvaccinerace.

There's still no guarantee that

the experimental vaccine, devel-
oped by the National Institurtes of
Health and Moderna Inc, will
really protect. Theneeded proof
Volunteerswon'tknow if theyre
getting the real shot or adummy
version. After rtwodoses, scien-
tists will closely wack which
group experiences more infec.
tons as they goabout thewr daily
routines, especially in areas

PET CAT IS UK'S
FIRST COVID-19
CASE IN ANIMALS

LONDON: The Covid-19 virus has
been detected in a pet cat for the
first time in UK, the country’s
chiefveterinary officer revealed
onMonday

But Christine Middlemiss
added that thereisnoevidence of
the pet transmitting thevirus to
ownersorother animals.

The infection was confirmed
following testsat the A nimal and
Plant Health Agency laboratory
in Weybridgeon July 22

All available evidence sug-
gests that the cat contracted the
coronavirusfromissownerswho
had previously tested positive.
Thecat and its owners have since
made a full recovery and there
was notransmission tootherani-
mals or people in the household.

“Thisisaveryrare eventwith
nfected amimals detected todate
only showingmild clinical signs
and recovering within in a few
days. There is noevidence tosug-
gest that pets directly transmit
the virus to humans,” Middle-
miss sad

Yvonne Doyle of Public Health
England added: “This is the first
caseof adomestic cartestingposs-
tivein the UEbut shoukdnotbea
cause for alarm. The investiga-
tion intothis casesuggest thatthe
infection was spread from
humans to animal " MTC



