
Copyright 2016 Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction.

Clara Chong

Following  a  public  backlash,  a  
seafood restaurant in Punggol has 
stopped using a machine where cus-
tomers could catch their own live 
Sri Lankan crabs.

Yesterday, the House of Seafood 
restaurant said on Facebook that it 
has stopped using the machine tem-
porarily, and apologised for causing 
public  unhappiness  over  its  gim-
mick.

The U-turn came a day after  it  
was called out on Facebook by the 
Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty  to  Animals  (SPCA)  as  being  
cruel to the crabs, as the machine 
could inflict unnecessary harm and 
distress  to  the  crabs  if  they  are  
dropped from a height by the claw.

“We did not intend to use animals 
as playthings. We noticed a lot of 
children at The Punggol Settlement 
(where the restaurant  is  located) 
and we  wanted  to  educate  them  
about marine life,” said Mr Francis 
Ng, chief executive of the House of 

Seafood in the post yesterday.
He also stressed that the restau-

rant’s team took one month of plan-
ning to come up with the design of 
the machine, so that it would not 
harm or hurt the crabs.

“We are deeply sorry and apolo-
gise for any inconvenience and un-
happiness  caused,”  Mr  Ng  said,  
later also telling The Straits Times 
that he respects the feedback from 
the public and that he was “truly 
sorry for the inconvenience caused 

to animal lovers”.
But  SPCA  executive  director  

Jaipal Singh Gill said the measure 
was insufficient. 

“We appreciate this clarification 
and are very happy with this news. 
However, what we are asking for is 
a full and permanent stop to the use 
of this machine,” Dr Gill said.

The National Parks Board’s Ani-
mal and Veterinary Service (AVS) 
said yesterday that it was investigat-
ing the matter on the claw machine.

“AVS takes all feedback received 
from the public on animal cruelty 
seriously  and  will  look  into  the  
cases  reported,”  it  added.  “All  
forms of evidence are critical to the 
process and photographic and/or 
video-graphic  evidence  provided  
by the public will help.”

Videos of the machine went viral 
on Wednesday,  sparking a public 
outcry.

The restaurant introduced the ma-
chine earlier this month, and cus-
tomers pay $5 each time to try to 
pick  up  their  desired  Sri  Lankan  
crustacean.  Since  the  machine’s  
launch, only one customer has suc-
cessfully  caught  a  crab.  Three  to  
four customers have tried but failed.
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Jolene Ang

The National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) and Nanyang Techno-
logical  University  (NTU)  both  
climbed the list of the most innova-
tive universities in the world,  ac-
cording to a ranking compiled by 
news agency Reuters.

NUS climbed five spots to rank 
58th, while NTU made its first ap-
pearance in the global list’s top 100 
to occupy 67th spot.

The World’s Most Innovative Uni-
versities list, which identifies and 
ranks educational institutions do-
ing the most to advance science, in-
vent new technologies, and power 
new markets and industries, was re-
leased on Wednesday. 

It  is  based  on  proprietary  data  
and analysis,  including patent fil-
ings and research paper citations.

Stanford University in the United 
States held its No. 1 position. 

In  a  separate  index  that  tracks  
contributions to research articles, 
NTU came in second while the Sin-
gapore  University  of  Technology  
and Design was ranked 70th.

The  inaugural  Nature  Index  
Young Universities list of the world’s 
top universities that are 50 years old 
or younger, ranked by their research 
output, was released yesterday.

In yet another ranking – the US 
News & World Report’s Best Global 

Universities Rankings – released on 
Tuesday, NUS and NTU were 34th 
and 43rd respectively. 

Last  year,  NUS  came  in  38th,  
while NTU was 49th.

Harvard University took the top 
spot again.

Published  annually,  this  year’s  
Best Global Universities rankings as-
sessed more than 1,000 universi-
ties across 81 countries. 

The rankings are based on 13 indi-
cators that measure the universi-
ties’  academic  research  perfor-
mance and their global and regional 
reputations.

NTU president Subra Suresh said 
the university has “consistently deliv-
ered in terms of research output, in-
novation and teaching excellence”.

Said Professor Suresh: “We have 
been very successful in attracting 
top talent from Singapore and from 
all over the world. Our commitment 
to excellence in both education and 
research has also been strong.” 

An NUS spokesman said: “The lat-
est rankings reflect our impact glob-
ally in both education and research.

“It is important that universities 
continue  to  stay  relevant  to  the  
needs  of  our  communities  and  
deepen our research capabilities to 
develop ground-breaking,  innova-
tive solutions to address pressing 
needs.” 
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Punggol restaurant House of Seafood apologised yesterday for causing unhappiness over a machine 
that was criticised for being cruel to crabs. ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMAR

Cara Wong

The road to being a professional 
boxer has been doubly hard for Ms 
Nurshahidah Roslie, 32.

On top of facing detractors who 
told her that “sports in Singapore 
is a joke”, Ms Nurshahidah also had 
the added challenge of being the 
first  local  female  professional  
boxer.

But persevere she did, and the 
boxer – who goes by the moniker 
“The Sniper” – now has 13 wins 
and six championship titles to her 
name, including the Asian feather-
weight  championship  belt  from  
the World Boxing Council in 2017.

“I will just keep going and prove 
them wrong,” said Ms Nurshahi-

dah who  is  gunning  for  a  world 
championship title.

For her feats in sport, Ms Nur-
shahidah was honoured yesterday 
with a Great Women of Our Time 
Award,  given  by  The  Singapore  
Women’s Weekly magazine, a Sin-
gapore  Press  Holdings  publica-
tion.

Ms Nurshahidah had tied with 
Ms Gillian Tee, 37, co-founder of se-
nior home care start-up Homage, 
in the sports, health and wellness 
category  of  the  annual  award,  
which honours Singapore’s  most  
inspiring women. 

Ten women were commended at 
this year’s awards ceremony at the 
Artemis Grill and Sky Bar. Among 
them  was  actress  and  producer  
Tan Kheng Hua, 56, who made his-

tory in last year’s Hollywood flick 
Crazy Rich Asians. The film is re-
garded as  a  trailblazer  in  Holly-
wood for being the first produc-
tion to feature an all-Asian cast in 
more than 25 years.

Besides  celebrities  in  the  arts  
and sports scenes, the awards also 
recognised  the  ordinary  Singa-
porean women who have made an 
extraordinary difference  in their  
fields.

Mrs Adeline Thong, 40, was hon-
oured in the public service and edu-
cation category, for her efforts in 
running a youth shelter with her 
husband.

The shelter, known as The Last 
Resort, is a safe home for young peo-
ple who have nowhere else to go. 

Mrs Thong and her husband Ken-

neth were nominees of The Straits 
Times’  Singaporean  of  the  Year  
Award last year.

Another award winner  was Dr 
Andie Ang, 34, a research scientist 
at the Wildlife Reserves Singapore 
Conservation Fund.

The primate scientist is also pres-
ident of the Jane Goodall Institute 
(Singapore), a non-profit organisa-
tion  that  encourages  the  under-
standing and conservation of great 
apes.

“It’s really heartening that they 
recognise environmental conserva-
tion as a field that deserves atten-
tion,” said Dr Ang, adding that she 
was dedicating the award to the 
late  conservationist  Subaraj  Ra-
jathurai.

“Maybe  in  the  future,  we  can  
move  beyond  great  women  to  
great people of our time — it would 
be nice if men can also be consid-
ered  for  the  award.  Perhaps  it’s  
time that we move towards a gen-
der-neutral awards ceremony.”
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Three  senior  police  officers  will  
take up new roles after a change of 
command  next  month,  including  
one  who  will  join  the Protection 
from Online Falsehoods and Manip-
ulation Act (Pofma) Office.

The police said yesterday that As-
sistant Commissioner Chong Zun-
jie will step down as commander of 
Tanglin Police Division on Nov 1 to 
become  cluster  director  of  the  
Pofma Office, under the Infocomm 
Media Development Authority. 

The Pofma Office supports minis-
ters with technical advice and helps 
to ensure that the law against fake 
news is applied consistently. 

Assistant Commissioner Cheong 
Chee Ming, 50,  the current com-
mander of the Airport Police Divi-
sion, will take over from AC Chong 
on the same day.

The  police  said  in  a  statement  
that AC Chong, 37, has served in the 
police force for 18 years and has 
helmed the Tanglin division since 

Aug 13 last year. 
As the division’s commander, AC 

Chong oversaw major security oper-
ations and deployments, including 
the 33rd  Asean  Summit  and  this  
year’s Shangri-La Dialogue.

He previously held several key ap-
pointments, including head of oper-
ations and training of Clementi Po-
lice Division, and assistant director 
of the Intelligence Doctrine and De-
velopment Division at the Police In-
telligence Department.

Assistant  Commissioner  Evon  
Ng, 47, currently deputy comman-
der of the Public Transport Security 

Command, will take over command 
of the Airport Police Division from 
AC Cheong on Nov 4. She has held 
several key appointments, includ-
ing head of operations of the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department.

During  AC  Cheong’s  tenure  as  
commander,  overall  crime  in  
Changi  Airport  decreased  by  8.8  
per cent last year from the year be-
fore, the police said.

Rei Kurohi

Singapore’s first female professional boxer Nurshahidah Roslie was honoured 
yesterday with a Great Women of Our Time Award, given by The Singapore 
Women’s Weekly magazine.

Another winner was Dr Andie Ang, a research scientist at the Wildlife Reserves 
Singapore Conservation Fund.  Ten women were commended at this year’s  
awards ceremony at the Artemis Grill and Sky Bar. PHOTOS: SPH MAGAZINES
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Commissioner 
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over from AC 
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PERMANENT STOP NEEDED

We appreciate this clarification 
and are very happy with this news. 
However, what we are asking for is 
a full and permanent stop to the 
use of this machine.

’’DR JAIPAL SINGH GILL, executive director 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals.
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NUS, NTU climb list 
of the world’s most 
innovative universities

Senior police officer to join Pofma Office; 2 others to take up new roles

World’s most innovative universities 2019

Stanford University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Harvard University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Washington
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill
KU Leuven
University of Southern California
Cornell University
Imperial College London
National University of Singapore
Nanyang Technological University

US
US
US
US
US
US
Belgium
US
US
UK
Singapore
Singapore

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
58
67

Rank University Country

Source: REUTERS   STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

• Members of
the public who 
come across 
suspected cases 
of animal cruelty 
can alert the 
National Parks 
Board via the 
online feedback 
form on its 
website at 
www.nparks.gov.
sg/feedback 
or call 
1800-471-7300.

Eatery halts use of 
live-crab claw machine

Boxer, actress, scientist – honouring 
Singapore’s most inspiring women

Assistant 
Commissioner 
Evon Ng will 
be commander 
of the Airport 
Police Division 
from Nov 4.
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