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Happenings in China, Indonesia and Japan will be in 
the spotlight this month. 

China marks the 70th year of its founding today 
amid uncertainties ahead of trade negotiations with 
the US due to be held next week. Meanwhile, an In-
dia-China informal summit is in the works.

Elsewhere,  Indonesian  President  Joko  Widodo  
will hold a Leaders’ Retreat with Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong before he is sworn in later 
this month for his second term as president.

Meanwhile, Japanese Emperor Naruhito is due to 
ascend the Chrysanthemum Throne, an occasion 
for joy even as all eyes are anxiously on the country’s 
consumption tax hike. Here’s a quick overview: 

China’s 70th founding anniversary 
The People’s Republic of China turns 70 today. A 
massive military parade in Tiananmen Square will 
be among the highlights of celebrations. Art festi-
vals are being held and 70,000 doves will  be re-
leased. Meanwhile, there will be a watch on develop-
ments in Hong Kong. 

Japan’s consumption tax hike 
Japan will proceed to raise its consumption tax to 10 
per cent from 8 per cent today to fund national prior-
ities. But some are concerned this could cause a re-
cession. In April 2013, when the tax was raised to 8 
per cent from 5 per cent,  it  led to an economic 
slump, wires report.

Duterte in Russia 
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte heads to Rus-
sia today for a visit till Saturday. This is his second 
visit to Russia, and he is hoping to secure several bi-
lateral deals.

Gandhi’s 150th anniversary 
India is set to mark the 150th birth anniversary of 
the country’s freedom hero Mahatma Gandhi with 
efforts to improve the environment. 

Indian media has said Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will declare the country free of open defeca-
tion in front of 20,000 village heads at a function in 
Gujarat.  This  follows  a  successful  programme  
launched in 2014 to build nearly 100 million toilets.

Singapore-Indonesia Leaders’ Retreat 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo is due to make 
an official visit to Singapore for an upcoming Singa-
pore-Indonesia Leaders’ Retreat with Prime Minis-
ter Lee Hsien Loong, on Oct 8.

US-China trade negotiations 
China’s top trade negotiator and Vice-Premier Liu 
He is due to fly to Washington this month for the 
13th round of trade talks between the United States 
and China. 

These are expected to take place in the second 
week, around Oct 10, reports CNBC. A key sticking 
point is how the deal should be enforced but, with 
the stalemate in talks hitting both economies, hopes 
of a breakthrough are going up.

Modi meets Xi Jinping, Sheikh Hasina 
Mr Modi is due to hold an informal summit with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping between Oct 10 and 12, 
near Chennai. Discussions will be on the Line of Ac-
tual Control and trade ties, the Economic Times re-
ported. Ahead of this bilateral meeting, fast-grow-
ing Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will 
meet Mr Modi on Saturday, said The Daily Star.

Nobel Peace Prize 2019 
The Nobel Peace Prize 2019 is to be announced on 
Oct 11. US President Donald Trump and climate ac-
tivist Greta Thunberg are among the 301 nominees.

Malaysia’s budget 
Malaysia’s 2020 budget is scheduled to be tabled in 
Parliament on Oct 11. Finance Minister Lim Guan 
Eng had said in August that there will be no new tax 
measures, The Star reports.

Anwar’s party plans convention 
Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR) plans to begin a tour of 
all Malaysian states, where it will hold conventions 
themed “Two Decades of Reformation”. These will 
be led by party president Anwar Ibrahim, once the 
budget session is over, Bernama reports. The PKR 
National Congress will follow from Dec 6 to 8. 

Jokowi’s inauguration 
Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo will be sworn in 
for his second term in office on Oct 20, though me-
dia reports say the ceremony may be held a day ear-
lier. 

Emperor Naruhito’s enthronement 
Japanese Emperor Naruhito’s enthronement cere-
mony will take place on Oct 22, when he will deliver 
a speech, just as his father did 29 years ago. Several 
royals from around the world will be attending the 
ceremony. 

Brexit? 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said he will 
take Britain out of the European Union by Oct 31, de-
spite parliamentary setbacks. 

Will he manage a revised deal with the European 
Union before that or gain another postponement? 
Or, will Britain leave the EU without an agreement?

It is not clear yet, and happenings throughout this 
month, including discussions at the EU summit in 
Brussels on Oct 17-18, will be closely watched for any 
indications of what will happen next. 

• Asia  Watch is  a  monthly  feature  on  happenings 
around the world of interest to the region, published in 
The Straits Times on the first weekday of the month.
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After a drive to root out illegal immi-
grants in the north-eastern Indian 
state of Assam put 1.9 million people 
at risk of being rendered stateless, 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP’s) promise of a similar nation-
wide drive to verify citizenship is 
causing unease and even panic. 

Last month, Home Minister Amit 
Shah said the government is look-
ing to expand the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) from Assam to 
the rest of the country, in order to 
root out illegal immigrants. 

While the government is unlikely 
to rush into nationwide implemen-
tation – a tough proposition in a  
country of 1.3 billion people – the 
mention of such a citizenship drive 
has led to much anxiety. 

In West Bengal, a state bordering 
Assam,  the  media  has  reported  
cases of people lining up at govern-
ment  and  municipal  offices  to  
amend mistakes in documents, and 

collect birth certificates and other 
documents. 

The panic was triggered by BJP 
leaders saying Bengal will be next 
on the citizenship drive. 

Dr Sujan Chakraborty, a Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) leader 
from West Bengal, said: “A climate 
is already created in Bengal follow-
ing the publication of the NRC in As-
sam. Thousands of people are gath-
ering at local offices, asking for cor-
rections on their certificates, land 
mutations, other documents. 

“It (NRC) is an attack against all, 
since the basis of citizenship is only 
a  piece of  paper.  He or  she who 
lacks that paper is suffering. Poor 
people  who  didn’t  have  land  
records  or  other  records  are  the  
ones who will suffer.” 

West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee from the All India Tri-
namool Congress has said she will 
not let the register be implemented 
in the state. She claimed 11 people 
have committed suicide out of the 
fear that they would lose their citi-
zenship. 

“I  will  ask  government officials  
and public representatives to visit 
every household in their respective 
areas and allay public fear,” Indian 
media quoted her as saying. 

The NRC was initiated in Assam, 
which  shares  a  border  with  
Bangladesh,  to  weed  out  

Bangladeshi immigrants by creat-
ing a list of people who have the pa-
perwork to prove they have lived in 
the  state  before  March  24,  1971.  
Bangladesh  declared  indepen-
dence from Pakistan on March 26. 

Many people in Assam feel that 
the  influx  of  immigrants  from  
Bangladesh has been a threat to the 
local cultural identity. 

Around 33 million residents were 
verified in the NRC process, while 
more than 1.9 million found them-
selves  excluded.  They  have  one  
more  shot  at  appealing  against  
their exclusion. 

The implementation of the NRC 
has been widely acknowledged to 
be problematic. 

BJP leaders in Assam like Mr Hi-
manta  Biswa  Sarma,  a  powerful  
state minister, admitted the list was 
“faulty”,  and  said  the  BJP  would  
seek re-verification in some parts. 

But the proposal  to extend the 
NRC to other parts of the country 
has found support within the BJP in 
different areas, such as the states of 
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. 

The BJP has maintained that the 
NRC is necessary. 

“For any nation, having complete 
details of its citizens and also non-
citizens – both illegal and legal – is a 
basic requirement. India is primar-
ily  for Indians,”  said BJP  spokes-
man  Nalin  Kohli,  claiming  that  

state after state has clamoured for 
the NRC. 

Critics say the NRC could lead to 
social  and religious  unrest.  Some 
BJP leaders have suggested Hindu 
immigrants  fleeing  neighbouring  
countries  could  be  protected  
through new legislation. 

Supreme Court lawyer Anas Tan-
wir, who runs the non-profit Indian 
Civil Liberties Union, has received 
dozens of calls from people worried 
about the NRC. 

“I  am getting  calls,  direct  mes-
sages and text messages from peo-
ple in West Bengal, Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh because there is paranoia 
about the NRC. I tried to assuage 
concerns that it won’t be the same 
as in Assam where you had to show 
documents from prior to 1951,” said 
Mr Tanwir. 

He added:  “Rumours  on  What-
sApp groups are widespread.”

Still,  some political  analysts re-
main doubtful whether the BJP will 
actually go ahead with a nationwide 
NRC, considering the problems in 
Assam. 

“I think they will use it as rheto-
ric,” said Dr Sandeep Shastri, pro-
vice-chancellor of Jain University. 
“Policy implementation will be diffi-
cult. It’s complicated, it’s sensitive 
and it is likely to have a backlash.” 
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People using a makeshift raft in a flooded neighbourhood of Patna in the eastern state of Bihar yesterday. Heavy rain has killed at least 113 people in India’s Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar states over the past three days, officials said yesterday as floodwaters swamped a major city, inundated hospital wards and forced the evacuation of inmates from a jail. India’s 
monsoon season that begins in June usually starts to retreat by early September, but heavy rain has continued across parts of the country this year, triggering floods. An official said 
that at least 93 people had died in the most populous state of Uttar Pradesh since last Friday after its eastern areas were lashed by intense monsoon showers. Rising water levels 
forced the authorities to shift 900 inmates from a prison in eastern Ballia district, police officer Santosh Verma said. In neighbouring Bihar, an impoverished agrarian region that was 
hit by floods earlier this year, the death toll from the latest bout of rain reached 20 yesterday, a state government official said. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Having  competed  against  each  
other at last year’s inaugural Singa-
pore-India Joint Hackathon, yester-
day’s edition in Chennai saw mixed 
teams of students from both coun-
tries working side by side. 

In the future, Education Minister 
Ong Ye Kung hopes the organisers 
will also invite students from other 
Asean universities, as well as those 
trained in hands-on skills from Sin-
gapore’s  polytechnics  and  India’s  
technical colleges.

“University is not just about at-
tending  lectures  and  learning  
knowledge.  Through  experiences  
such as these, our students get to do 
something  hands-on,  they  get  to  
create something – a prototype, an 
idea,” he told an audience of over 
900 at the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Madras. 

“The hackathon is also a platform 
for our students to participate in 

cross-cultural projects,” he said.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi,  who  was  present  and  had  
mooted the hackathon, said: “It can 
be safely said we have moved from 
competition to collaboration. This 
is the strength that we need, to bear 
jointly, on the challenges that both 
our countries face.” 

He added: “The solutions found 
in today’s hackathons are the start-
up ideas for tomorrow.”

The first hackathon was held at 
Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU) last year. This year’s edition, 
organised by NTU, India’s Ministry 
of Human Resource Development’s 
Innovation Cell,  and the All India 
Council  for  Technical  Education,  
saw 120 university students from 
both  countries  grouped  into  20  
teams to develop solutions to chal-
lenges  in  education,  healthcare,  
and green energy over 36 hours.

The top prize of $10,000 went to 
Team 10, comprising Baibhav Ku-
mar, Sweta Kabi and Subham Di-
vakar from India, and Mitchell Tan 

Ming Kai, Jera Low and Bryan Lim 
Yuqiang from Singapore.

Their proposal was to install cost-
effective sensors in a potted plant 
to  detect  volatile  organic  com-
pounds in the air. 

Upon sensing high levels of impu-
rities, small fans will automatically 
switch on to circulate clean air from 
the base of the plant.

Other  winning  proposals  in-
cluded a solution to prevent acci-
dental  usage of  used medical  sy-
ringes,  and  an  artificial  intelli-

gence-based  system  that  detects  
students’ emotions in class so edu-
cators can identify if they are disin-
terested or confused, and better tai-
lor their methods.

Said NTU president Subra Suresh: 
“Singapore and India have many dy-
namic and talented young people 
who hold the key to future innova-
tion.  This  hackathon  harnesses  
their passion and nurtures their cre-
ativity.”
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