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EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

After three consecutive years as 
Asia’s No. 1 university in the 
Times Higher Education rank-
ings, the National University of 
Singapore (NUS) lost the title to 
Tsinghua University of China 
last year.

This year, it slid another two 
places, from 23rd to 25th glob-
ally, and was overtaken by yet 
another Chinese institution – 
Peking  University  –  which  
placed second in Asia behind 
Tsinghua.

In the listings released this 
morning, the Nanyang Techno-
logical  University  (NTU)  
improved its standing by climb-
ing three places to 48th.

Ms  Ellie  Bothwell,  Times  
Higher Education (THE) rank-
ings editor, said “Singapore still 
punches well above its weight in 
global higher education”.

“For such a small nation, to 
have  two  universities  in  the  
global  top  50  is  a  fantastic  
achievement. However,  NUS’ 
slip to third place in Asia shows 
that even Singapore – which 
invests heavily in its leading uni-
versities – is not immune to the 
rise of China.”

She added: “Singapore is well 
placed to continue to perform 
extremely well in this new and 
highly  competitive  global  
higher education environment, 

but must be willing to make the 
necessary  investments  and  
form  the  necessary  strategic  
partnerships with international 
institutions.”

THE’s chief knowledge offi-
cer Phil Baty said “NUS has not 
in any way diminished” in its per-
formance.

STRENGTH OF CHINA’S UNIS
He said: “It is simply the case 
that China’s top two universi-
ties continue to make extraordi-
nary gains, fuelled by decades of 
reform and investment,  huge 
increases in research productiv-
ity, but more recently also in 
research quality and important 
international collaborations.

“The differences between the 
three  Asian  powerhouses  of  
Tsinghua, Beijing and NUS are 
very slight.”

Overall, British and American 
universities continue to domi-

nate the charts. 
The  University  of  Oxford  

topped the global rankings for 
the fourth year running, while 
the California Institute of Tech-
nology rose from fifth to second. 
The University of Cambridge, 
Stanford  University  and  the  
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology all dropped one place to 
third, fourth and fifth respec-
tively.

This year’s rankings assessed 
some 1,400 universities from 92 
countries  on  13  performance  
indicators  grouped  into  five  
areas:  teaching  (the  learning  
environment);  research  (vol-
ume, income and reputation); 
citations (research influence);  
international outlook (staff, stu-
dents and research); and indus-
try income (knowledge trans-
fer).
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CLEMENT YONG

Singaporeans  take  a  long-
term view and expect the Gov-
ernment to not only under-
stand the trends, challenges 
and  opportunities  of  the  
future, but also to take neces-
sary actions now.

Speaking at the Singapore 
Institute of Directors annual 
conference yesterday, Educa-
tion Minister Ong Ye Kung said 
this ability to set and achieve 
long-term goals has been one 
of  Singapore’s  greatest  
strengths.

The main criticism of democ-
racy today, he noted, is that it 
is driven by short-term consid-
erations. But whether a govern-
ment has a short-term or long-
term view depends on what 
people care about.

“If people have hopes for the 
future, if people want a govern-
ment that thinks for their chil-
dren and the future genera-
tion, it will be a democracy that 
instils the discipline of govern-
mental  far-sightedness,”  he  
said.

“Fortunately, this is what 
Singapore has, and it is one of 
our greatest advantages.”

This approach was how Sin-
gapore built up its public hous-
ing programme and the Singa-
pore Armed Forces.

“Likewise, it is why we are 
now reforming the education 
system... and starting to tackle 
climate change and rising sea 
levels,” he added.

“This is a long-term, 20- to 
30-year problem, but we have 
to tackle it now. People expect 
the Government to do so.”

Addressing more than 800 
participants at the conference 
at the Suntec Singapore Con-

vention and Exhibition Cen-
tre,  Mr  Ong  drew  parallels  
between good governance for 
a company and a government.

He said there is a need for a 
balance between growth and 
improving the lives of all stake-
holders, adding that there are 
signposts to tell if the right bal-
ance is being struck.

These include how success 
is  defined,  the  level  of  
dynamism and innovation, the 
presence  of  a  far-sighted  
approach, and the ability to 
engage stakeholders.

He said there is more than a 
single measurement of  suc-
cess.

“Life is not so simple that it 
can be boiled down to one num-
ber... It is like telling students 
that the only thing that mat-
ters in their childhood is their 
examination results and noth-
ing else,” he said.

“There are no short cuts to 
good governance, only a cease-
less...  journey,  to  bring  all  
stakeholders  together,  earn  
their  trust,  and  work  with  
them  to  build  a  brighter  
future... for (the) country.”
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NTU climbs three places, 
Chinese universities 
reign in Asia

A  coffee  shop  patron  was  
applauded after he helped the 
police subdue a drunk man on 
Saturday evening.

A  video  of  the  incident  
showed four officers trying to 
subdue the struggling drunk at 
Block 892C Woodlands Drive 50 
when the patron stepped in and 
brought the man to the ground.

Other patrons could be heard 
in  the  video  applauding  the  
unknown man for his actions.

Police said a 35-year-old was 
arrested at about 10pm for caus-
ing a public nuisance.

Chinese evening newspaper 
Shin Min Daily News reported 
that the suspect had been drink-
ing at the coffee shop for close to 
five hours that evening.

A  witness,  a  44-year-old  
driver who wanted to be known 
only as Mr Wu, told Shin Min 
that  at  about  9pm,  the  man  
stood up and proposed a toast to 
the other patrons at the coffee 
shop but was ignored.

He said the man then became 
frustrated, smashed glass mugs 
and bottles and kicked the chairs 
around him. The police were 

called in by coffee shop staff 
members and tried to get the 
man to calm down. 

But Mr Wu said the man con-
tinued to walk around as officers 
followed him.

“The police told him to stay 
still, but he refused to listen and 
kept walking away from them 
saying he wanted to go to the toi-
let,” he said.

The video showed the man 
later  being  brought  to  the  
ground  by  officers  and  the  
unknown patron, and an officer 
giving the patron two pats on the 
back for his help.

The  2½-minute  clip  was  
uploaded to Facebook on Tues-
day and has been shared about 
600 times.

Police  investigations  are  
ongoing. – DAVID SUN

The National University of Singapore is now ranked 25th globally. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

The man was brought to the ground by officers and an unidentified patron. 
PHOTO: FACEBOOK/SG CHINESE COMMUNITY

“Life is not so 
simple that it 
can be boiled 
down to one 
number...”
– Education Minister Ong Ye 
Kung, who said there is more 
than a single measurement of 
success
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