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New NTU
graduates
urged to keep
on learning

Global forces changing nature of work and
economy, says Grace Fu at uni convocation

Jolene Ang

Minister for Culture, Community
and Youth Grace Fu remembers
how, when she graduated from
the National University of Singa-
pore in 1985 with a degree in ac-
countancy, technological disrup-
tions were changing the way peo-
ple worked.

Back then, the computing revo-
lution had just begun. “It was a
time when what I learnt in school
was made redundant in a few
years,” she said.

Things are largely the same to-
day. “Change, rapid transforma-
tion and anxiety affect every co-
hort of youth,” she added.

“But believe me, every genera-
tion will find their own way to dis-
cover new opportunities.”

She was addressing graduands
from the Chinese, English, His-
tory, Linguistics and Multilingual
Studies, and Philosophy pro-
grammes at the convocation cere-
mony for Nanyang Technological
University’s School of Humanities
yesterday. Bachelor degrees were
awarded to 390 graduands while
55 received higher degrees at the
Nanyang Auditorium.

Said Ms Fu: “A small, open econ-
omy, Singapore is susceptible to
global forces. Increasing trade fric-
tions, anti-globalisation, protec-
tionism, technological advance-
ments, demographic shifts -
these are words we hear these

days and they are changing our
economy, jobs, the nature of our
industry. You might be asking
yourself, ‘Am I prepared for what
lies ahead?’ I had the same ques-
tionwhen I graduated.”

Cautioning that the journey will
not be easy, she advised the grad-
uands to learn “constantly,
broadly and bravely”.

On learning constantly, Ms Fu
said: “Embrace the spirit of humil-
ity and willingness to keep learn-
ingand growing even when there’s
no set test date ahead of us. The ex-
amination in life will come at the
most unexpected time and place.”

Learning broadly entails “hav-
ing a strong sense of curiosity and
spirit of exploration”, she added.

“We can’t predict what jobs will
look like in the future... So if you
can make connections across dif-
ferent fields and disciplines and
apply yourself to creating new
value, you’ll have an advantage.”

And to learn bravely is to “get
out of your comfort zone and ven-
ture into areas you might not be fa-
miliar with”, she said.

She highlighted two questions
they should ask themselves — what
their purpose in life is, and what
success means to them. “I will sug-
gest to you that every one of you
can have a purpose that is more
than your own individual well-be-
ing. And that success is about leav-
ing aworthylegacyin our society.”
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