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StarHub  pay-TV  cable  customers  
will now have more time to make 
the switch to fibre, with the telco 
extending the life of its cable net-
work by three months. 

StarHub announced yesterday
that it has pushed back the date it 
will cease cable services from June 
30 to Sept 30 this year. The last day 
that customers can sign up for cable-
to-fibre migration is Aug 31. 

StarHub said a surge in migration 
applications from customers in the 
past few days resulted in a  large 
backlog  and  this  was  the  reason  
behind the decision to extend the 
deadline. 

It declined to reveal how many ap-
plications were received, but said 
that its current base of cable cus-
tomers  is  “small  and  decreasing”  
and that  a  “large majority” of  its  
394,000 pay-TV customers have al-
ready made the switch. 

“We appreciate the wide accep-
tance of our fibre service offers by a
large  majority  of  our  cable  cus-
tomers.  Our  teams  have  worked  
tirelessly  over  the past  several  
months,  helping  these  customers  
migrate successfully to fibre,” said 
StarHub’s consumer business group 
chief Johan Buse. 

The telco has been facilitating cus-
tomers’ migration from a 25-year-
old cable technology since last No-
vember, and is working with fibre 
network operator NetLink Trust to 
resolve fibre installation delays due 
to the more complex infrastructure 
requirements in ducts and wiring to 
some homes. 

Figures on the Infocomm Media 
Development  Authority’s  website  
show that there were 117,300 cable 
modem subscriptions as of last De-
cember. 

Existing  StarHub  cable  custo-
mers will continue to pay the same 
amount for their subscriptions
upon switching to fibre. They will 
also not be charged for installation 
of fibre services. 

The telco also has a range of pro-
motional  offers  as  incentives  for  
switching, including discounted
subscriptions, a free wireless router 
and free fibre set-top box rental. 

Customers can continue subscrib-
ing to cable services until fibre ser-
vices are installed for them, or up to 
Sept 30, whichever comes earlier. 

StarHub is the sole cable TV oper-
ator here. Its existing network leas-
ing agreement with Singtel – which 
is crucial for StarHub’s cable broad-
band and TV services – is coming to 
an end in March next year. 

The long-term lease dates back 
to the early 1990s when StarHub’s 
predecessor, Singapore Cable Vi-
sion,  was  set  up.  It  had  to  lease  
Singtel’s networks as the latter had 
a  monopoly  on  telecommunica-
tions facilities. 
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Imagine the day when nano-sized 
diamond needles, each a thousand 
times thinner than human hair, can 
be used to produce new telecom-
munication devices  that  transmit  
data in bigger volumes and at faster 
speeds. 

Investments in research and de-
velopment  (R&D)  in  the  field  of  
materials  science  and  collabora-
tions between research institutions 
and industries may soon see such 
advances applied in everyday life. 

Global  experts  are  gathered  in  
Singapore  for  the  10th  Interna-
tional Conference on Materials for 
Advanced  Technologies  to  share  
ideas  on  new  materials  that  can  
shape  and  advance  civilisation,  
and how the technologies can be 
translated into real-world applica-
tions. 

Deputy  Prime  Minister  Heng
Swee Keat, who was guest of hon-
our at the opening ceremony yester-
day, described Singapore’s journey 
in the field of materials science. 

He said that as a result of the Re-
public investing in science and tech-
nology  R&D  since  almost  three  
decades ago, the manufacturing sec-
tor in Singapore, which is the coun-
try’s largest export sector, is now 
largely driven by advanced materi-
als technologies. 

The sector is also globally competi-
tive because the universities  here 
and Agency for Science, Technology 
and Research (A*Star) institutes are 
able to anchor R&D collaborations 
with global companies. 

“Many  global  companies  that
choose  to  anchor  their  regional  
operations here are supported by 
our skilled engineers and scientists, 
and  our  respect  for  intellectual  
property,” added Mr Heng, who is 
chairman of the National Research 
Foundation. 

Citing technology firm Dyson as 
an  example,  Mr  Heng  described  
how Singapore’s investments in bat-
tery technology R&D have resulted 
in the British company – known for 

its bladeless fans – opting to ex-
pand its footprint in Singapore by 
building its first electric car manu-
facturing plant here. 

The plant is expected to be ready 
by next year. 

About  3,000  delegates  from
around the world are here for the 
conference, which will run till Fri-
day at the Sands Expo and Conven-
tion Centre at Marina Bay Sands. 

Among the participants are 850 
scientists, including four Nobel lau-
reates. 

The biennial  event is  organised 
this year by the Materials Research 
Society  Singapore  and  Nanyang  
Technological University (NTU). 

NTU president Subra Suresh said 
that research in materials science, 
including biological materials, con-
tributes to many applications, such 
as  drug  delivery,  diagnostics  and  
therapeutics. “There are so many 
different  dimensions,  different
scales. From the tiniest to large ma-
terials, such as materials for bridges 
and roads,” he said.

He cited three-dimensional (3D) 
printing to show how materials sci-
ence is poised to impact every as-
pect of how people live. 

He said a group of NTU faculty 
members earlier  this  year  used a 
large 3D-printing robot to create a 
bathroom measuring 1.6m by 1.5m 
by 2.8m in nine hours. 

The  process  could  potentially  
lower transport costs, carbon emis-
sions and wastage. 

In his speech, Mr Heng said that 
technological changes can disrupt 
industries and also create new op-
portunities. 

“We  can  either  sink  under  the  
waves, or ride the rising tide of tech-
nological advances together.”
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Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat meeting delegates at the 10th International Conference on 
Materials for Advanced Technologies at Marina Bay Sands yesterday. He said that as a result of 
Singapore investing in science and technology R&D since almost three decades ago, the manufacturing 
sector here is now largely driven by advanced materials technologies. ST PHOTO: MARK CHEONG
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When Singapore’s first home-built 
littoral  mission  vessel  sailed  out  
from ST Engineering Marine’s ship-
yard to the nearby Tuas Naval Base 
on May 26, 2016, it was a nervous 
moment for its crew. 

“I was quite nervous, not knowing 
how the ship would react. At that 
point in time, I thought it was quite 
amazing to sail the ship that was still 
not fully manned and bring it (to 
berth) for the first time,” said Mili-
tary Expert 2 Pearlyn Leow, 32, who 
was the helmsman for the first-of-
class RSS Independence in its first 
sail to the base. 

Less than three years later,  the 
high-readiness, front-line unit has 
already taken part in high-key secu-
rity operations, such as during the 
Trump-Kim Singapore summit and 
the 33rd Asean Summit last year. 

RSS Independence, affectionately 
referred to as Indy by its crew, won 
the  Best  Maritime  Security  Unit  
award  in  this year’s Singapore  
Armed Forces (SAF) Best Unit Com-
petition, said the Ministry of  De-
fence yesterday. 

The 1st Commando Battalion
chalked up its 16th consecutive win 
for the Best Combat Unit, while 142 
Squadron took home the Best
Fighter Squadron award – its first 
since being assigned to operate the 
F-15SG fighters in 2016. 

RSS Independence – the first of 
eight  littoral  mission  vessels  that  
are all scheduled to be operational 
next year – was commissioned in 
May 2017  by  Prime Minister  Lee  
Hsien Loong. They are meant to re-
place the Fearless-class patrol ves-
sels, which have been in service for 
more than 20 years. 

Major Gabriel Choy, 31, the ship’s 
commanding officer, told reporters 
last Tuesday that the most impor-
tant factor for winning the award 
was the ship’s crew, whose profes-
sionalism was “top notch”. 

“As  a  maritime  security  unit,  
we’re a front-line unit. This means 
that when called upon, you must go 
at short notice. It’s not something 
that you can tell your family mem-
bers in advance. So all of them ac-
cept this is the job, this is the profes-
sion and this is the duty,” he said. 

The  annual  SAF  Best  Unit  and  
Best NS Unit competitions were in-
troduced in 1969 and 1993, respec-
tively, to recognise units that have 
excelled  in  the  areas  of  combat  
readiness,  operational  proficiency  
and administrative excellence. 

Eighteen  active  and  11  national  
service units will receive awards for 
being the best in their formations at 
the SAF Day parade at Safti Military 
Institute next Monday. 

Commanding officer of 142
Squadron, Lieutenant-Colonel She-
wan Goh, 39, said the tough, realis-
tic and safe training his unit under-

goes allows it to fulfil its mission. 
The squadron scrambled its fight-

ers in two cases of alleged bomb 
threats on board commercial flights 
in April  last  year  and earlier  this  
month. “Both incidents were very 
proud moments for the squadron. It 
just showcases and is a testament to 
the high  operational  readiness  of  
our  airmen,  both  air  and  ground  
crew,” he said. 

The commando unit has won the 
Best Combat Unit 33 times so far. 
Commanding officer of the 1st Com-
mando Battalion, Major Fabian Pwi, 
36, said the team that won last year 
was  “vastly  different”  from  this  
year’s, as most of last year’s unit had 
completed their full-time NS. 

“So whether the unit is winning it 
for the 15th or 16th time, as individu-
als, for us it’s always the first time. 
And I think that continues to gener-
ate a lot of excitement, a lot of moti-
vation for our soldiers,” he said. 

Corporal First Class Tan Yi Wei, 
19, who enlisted in January last year, 
said that initially,  his mother was 
not too keen on his going to the com-
mando unit as she knew the training 
would be tough. “The day I donned 
my red beret (as a commando), my 
mother kind of understood what I 
was going through. And she was defi-
nitely proud that I made it through 
all the tough training and I’ve grown 
as a person as well.” 
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Members of 
the 1st 
Commando 
Battalion 
executing a 
rappelling 
drill at Pasir 
Ris Camp last 
week. The 
battalion won 
its 16th 
consecutive 
Best Combat 
Unit award.
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They will discuss new materials 
that can shape civilisation, how 
the tech can be used in daily life

The crew of RSS 
Independence 
manning their 
stations in the 
ship’s integrated 
command 
centre. The 
littoral mission 
vessel won the 
Best Maritime 
Security Unit 
award in this 
year’s Singapore 
Armed Forces 
Best Unit 
Competition.
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Materials science experts 
in town to share ideas

TV users to 
go on fibre

Ground crew of 142 Squadron, which took home the Best Fighter Squadron 
award, loading a weapon on an F-15SG fighter during a capability showcase 
at Paya Lebar Air Base on June 17. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM

3,000
Number of delegates at the International Conference on 
Materials for Advanced Technologies this year.

850
Number of scientists among the participants.

RSS Independence named SAF’s best maritime security unit
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