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Over 110 hawker centres have indicated 
their support. TNP FILE PHOTO

KOK YUFENG

An error in a turning manoeuvre 
by Greek-registered bulk car-
rier Pireas caused it to collide 
with Malaysian government ves-
sel Polaris in Singapore waters 
last month, investigations by 
the Maritime and Port Authority 
of Singapore (MPA) found.

MPA said in a statement yes-
terday that it issued a stern writ-
ten warning to the master of 
Pireas for the collision.

The accident took place on 
Feb 9 at about 2.30pm in Singa-
pore’s  territorial  waters  off  

Tuas. Pireas had refuelled at Sin-
gapore’s  eastern  bunkering  
anchorage south of Bedok, and 
was bound for its next port of 
call  at  Tanjung  Pelepas  in  
Malaysia  when  it  made  the  
manoeuvre. 

It then collided with Polaris, 
which MPA said was anchored 
in a non-designated anchorage 
within Singapore port limits at 
the time.

There  were  no  reported  
injuries or oil leakage, and MPA 
launched investigations immedi-
ately after the collision.

Pireas did not sustain damage 

and was allowed to proceed to 
Tanjung Pelepas as the accident 
was not considered a “very seri-
ous marine casualty incident” 
under the International  Mar-
itime Organisation Marine Casu-
alty Investigation Code.

Yesterday,  MPA  reminded  

the  shipping  community  to  
ensure that  vessels  operating 
within Singapore’s port limits 
comply with regulations.

It also reiterated its concern 
that the presence of unautho-
rised vessels in Singapore’s port 
waters can cause confusion and 

threaten navigational safety in 
the area.

Polaris  was  one  of  several  
M a l a y s i a n  v e s s e l s  t h a t  
encroached  into  Singapore’s  
waters amid the bilateral dis-
pute over maritime borders.

Last October, Malaysia unilat-
erally gazetted altered port lim-
its that went beyond its past 
claims and in response, Singa-
pore extended its port limits off 
Tuas to the full extent of its terri-
torial waters in December.

Following meetings to de-es-
calate the situation, Singapore 
and Malaysia agreed on March 
14 to jointly suspend their over-
lapping  port  claims,  and  not  
anchor government vessels in 
the disputed area.
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After seven months of intense 
preparation,  Singapore  offi-
cially submitted its nomination 
of hawker culture for Unesco’s 
Representative List of Intangi-
ble  Cultural  Heritage  on  
Wednesday.

In a media briefing yesterday, 
representatives from the three 
organisations  driving  the  
Unesco nomination bid — the 
National Heritage Board (NHB), 
the National Environment Ag-
ency (NEA) and The Federation 
of Merchants’ Associations, Sin-
gapore  (FMAS)  —  shared  
updates on the nomination. 

The nomination package com-
prises a 10-minute video provid-
ing an overview of hawker cul-
ture, a set of photos of the differ-
ent aspects of hawker culture, 
the official  nomination form, 
and  documents  of  support  
received from the public. 

The overwhelming commu-
nity support, which is crucial for 
the  bid’s  success,  was  high-
lighted. 

More than 200 letters  and 
850,000  pledges  of  support  
have been received, while over 
110 hawker centres have indi-
cated their support. More than 
3,500 photo contributions have 
also been shared online. 

Even overseas Singaporeans 
have pitched in to declare their 

love for hawker culture, submit-
ting  letters  that  detail  their  
yearning for hawker food. 

Through this nomination, the 
organisations hope to encour-
age  greater  recognition  for  
hawker culture and its sustain-
ability and to celebrate the multi-
cultural aspects of Singapore’s 
identity.

PROUD
A joint statement from NHB, 
NEA and FMAS said: “A success-
ful  nomination  will  demon-
strate to the world how proud 
we are of hawker culture in Sin-
gapore,  encourage  greater  
appreciation for our hawkers, 
and show our commitment as a 
nation to safeguard hawker cul-
ture for generations to come.” 

Given that the results of the 
bid will be announced only at the 
end of next year, they encour-
aged  the  public  to  continue  

showing their support.
Singaporeans  can  pledge  

their  support  at  oursgher-
itage.sg, share their experiences 
on social media with the hashtag 
#OurHawkerCulture  or  
develop projects that promote 
our hawker culture. 

The organisations  affirmed  
they would remain committed 
to maintaining and promoting 
Singapore’s hawker culture. 

This nomination comes after 
the inscription of the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens as a  Unesco 
World Heritage Site in 2015. 

Should Singapore also be suc-
cessful in securing the bid this 
time round, the local hawker cul-
ture will be listed among 429 
other  elements,  including  
Indonesian  batik,  Malaysia’s  
dondang sayang and Cambo-
dia’s Royal Ballet. While being 
inscribed on the list implies that 
the element is recognised as part 
of the diverse cultures of the 
world, it does not mean the ele-
ment belongs to or originated 
from the country. 

When  asked  about  Singa-
pore’s chances of securing the 
bid, Mr Anthony Low, co-chair 
of Hawkers’ Sub-committee of 
FMAS told The New Paper: “I 
have great confidence that this 
nomination will be successful. 
The chances are great.” 
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Turning manoeuvre error 
caused ship collision: MPA

Singaporeans across globe declare love for hawker culture
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Singaporeans need to be open 
and understanding of foreign-
ers – whether immigrants or 
workers  and  students  from  
other countries – so that they 
have the confidence to interact 
with people of all races, lan-
guages  and  cultures  from  
around the world, said Finance 
Minister Heng Swee Keat. 

It will be very negative for 
Singaporeans to draw an exclu-
sive circle for themselves as Sin-
gapore would  then  have  no  
place in the world, Mr Heng 
told about 700 students attend-
ing a ministerial dialogue at 
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) yesterday.

“We  don’t  want  a  world  
where  people  build  walls  
around themselves,” he said to 
laughter.

“Our pledge – regardless of 
race, language or religion – is 
not to be taken lightly… but 
really as a way of life for Singa-
pore. 

“Beyond that, we ought to 
deepen our understanding of 
other people... whether they 
are new immigrants, our imme-
diate  neighbours,  students  
from NTU, National Univer-
sity of Singapore or other uni-
versities,” he said.

The need for Singaporeans 
to have an open mindset and a 
multicultural outlook was one 
of his key messages at the two-
hour forum, during which he 
was questioned on a raft  of  
issues,  including  population  
growth, technological disrup-
tion and meritocracy.

On the projected population 
of 6.9 million by 2030, set out 
in the Government’s 2013 Pop-
ulation White Paper, Mr Heng 
said the number goes beyond 
how densely populated Singa-
pore would be. The social space 
is as important. 

Singapore’s population den-
sity is not excessive, he said, 
noting that other cities are a lot 
more crowded in terms of live-
able space.

Giving an account of a con-
stituent who was not comfort-
able  with  having  foreigners  
working in his company, Mr 
Heng said there lies a “difficult 
trade-off” of integration Singa-
poreans have to make.

“On the one level, many Sin-
gaporeans understand, ratio-
nally, we should have more peo-
ple join us because our work-
force is declining,” he said.

“But at the same time, emo-
tionally, we don’t feel comfort-
able that there are people who 
appear a little different from us 
and I would like to keep this to 
my circle. This almost tribal 
feeling is a very deep one.” 

On the economic front, Sin-
gapore needs to be open  as  
well.  Noting  that  Singapore  
should not be too narrow in its 
development of deeper skills 
and innovation, he said: “Asia 
and the world is our hinterland, 
and how we can add value and 
create value – not just for Singa-
pore – but for the entire hinter-
land, will define our market.”
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Huge support for 
S’pore’s Unesco bid 

Heng: S’poreans need open 
mindset, multicultural outlook

Greek carrier Pireas 
was on its way to its 
next port of call 
when it collided with 
Malaysian vessel 
Polaris on Feb 9. 
PHOTO: SINGAPORE 
POLICE FORCE
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