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10 Pearl Lam Galleries moves 
Pearl Lam Galleries has moved 
from arts enclave Gillman Barracks 
to bigger premises at lifestyle hub 
Dempsey Hill. At 452 sq m, the new 
space is bigger than the 360 sq m
it occupied at Gillman. Gallery 
director Priya Mudgal, 37, said that 
the move will “further develop and 
consolidate our base in Singapore 
and South-east Asia”. LIFE D3
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2 Probe on planes after crash
The recovery of the Ethiopian 
Airlines jet’s black boxes will allow 
investigators to piece together 
what caused the Boeing 737 Max 8 
to crash on Sunday, killing all 157 on 
board, and whether similar factors 
led to the Lion Air tragedy last 
October. Several countries 
yesterday decided to ground their 
fleet of these planes. 
TOP OF THE NEWS A1

8 Move to fight noise pollution 
A new $2 million fund has been
set up to help construction 
companies pay for quieter 
equipment, starting from April 1. 

The National Environment 
Agency, which is behind this 
initiative, received about 25 daily 
complaints on construction noise 
last year. BUSINESS C2

6 New drug in cancer fight
Thanks to a clinical trial and a new 
drug, Madam Nasreen Ismail’s 
cancer is now in complete 
remission. She was one of the
30 high-risk multiple myeloma 
patients who were enrolled in the 
trial to test the drug, and the early 
success has spurred more of such 
trials in the world. HOME B1

5 Conflict with new plot twists 
The story of India-Pakistan 
relations can come across as a 
familiar movie script that starts off 
with a terror attack, followed by 
outside intervention to defuse the 
crisis, an attempt at dialogue that 
fizzles out, followed by another 
attack. The latest conflict, however, 
features new players and plot 
twists. The hope is that the “movie” 
gets a better ending, says Professor 
C. Raja Mohan. OPINION A15

VIDEO
Barber sisters fight bias 
In India’s rural areas, it is 
scandalous for a woman to 
work in a men’s barbershop. 
But to put food on the table, 
Neha and her elder sister 
Jyoti had to dress up as men 
and work as barbers. 
http://str.sg/barbersis

must-reads 
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VIDEO
Enhanced safety
at public pools 
Four public pools – in 
Hougang, Jurong West, Our 
Tampines Hub and Bukit 
Batok – will be equipped with 
a drowning detection system 
by June after a year-long 
trial. Seven more will get the 
system by April next year. 
http://str.sg/drowndetect

9 Momota’s big achievement 
World No. 1 Kento Momota (right) 
says being the first Japanese to win 
the All England Open men’s singles 
fulfils a childhood dream and hopes 
it will raise the level of badminton 
in his country. SPORT C8

10

A family paying their respects to the victims of the 2011 earthquake, tsunami and Fukushima nuclear disaster in Japan. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

1 Marking tsunami tragedy
Japan yesterday 
commemorated the eighth 
anniversary of a massive 
earthquake and tsunami that 
devastated its north-eastern 
coast and triggered a nuclear 
disaster. Silent prayers were 
held amid tearful tributes at a 
ceremony to mark the tragedy 
that left about 18,500 people 
dead or missing. WORLD A10

3 New NTU institute
The NTU Institute of Science and 
Technology for Humanity will study 
technology’s impact on society and 
address issues like job replacement 
and data protection. It will bring 
together academics, researchers, 
and members of the Government
to guide the development of 
technology for the betterment of 
humanity. TOP OF THE NEWS A8
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4 SUV revs up Proton sales 
Malaysian carmaker Proton is 
seeing a turn in its fortunes thanks 
to the positive reception towards 
the X70 sport utility vehicle that 
was brought to the Malaysian 
market by its Chinese partner Geely. 
The X70, a rebadged version of 
Geely’s Boyue, now makes up over 
half of Proton’s sales. WORLD A9

7 More options at Yale-NUS 
Liberal arts students at Yale-NUS 
College can expand their studies
in fields such as computing and 
medicine. About 10 per cent of each 
cohort in the past three years have 
enrolled in hybrid programmes 
that let them earn a master’s degree 
or double degrees in a shorter time. 
HOME B2
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An Indonesian woman accused of 
killing the half-brother of North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un was freed 
yesterday after Malaysian prosecu-
tors dropped charges against her in 
a shock move in court.

Malaysia released Ms Siti Aisyah – 
one of two women accused of assas-
sinating Mr Kim Jong Nam in Febru-
ary 2017 – after “taking into account 
the  good  relations”  between  the  
two countries, Malaysia’s Attorney-
General Tommy Thomas wrote in a 
letter announcing her acquittal to 
Indonesia’s Minister of Law and Hu-
man Rights Yasonna Laoly.

The  Malaysian  Attorney-Gen-
eral’s  Chambers  issued the order  
last  Friday  not  to  prosecute  Ms  
Aisyah, 26, according to the letter 
revealed  by  the  Indonesian  Em-
bassy in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

The Indonesian government had 
repeatedly  lobbied  for  charges  
against her to be dropped and for 
her to be allowed to return home.

Upon  considering  the  request,  
Mr Thomas wrote that the “prose-
cution will request the court to or-
der a discharge not amounting to 
an acquittal”.

The news comes two years after 
Ms Aisyah was arrested alongside 
Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong, 30, for 
the  murder  of  Mr  Kim  at  Kuala  
Lumpur International Airport.

The two women had always de-
nied the murder, saying they be-
lieved they were taking part in a 
prank for a reality show and were 
tricked  by  North  Korean  agents  
into killing Mr Kim Jong Nam by 
smearing VX nerve  agent  on his  
face at the Kuala Lumpur airport in 
February  2017.  Ms  Aisyah  had  
been  working  as  a  masseuse  in  
Kuala  Lumpur,  while  Doan  de-
scribed herself as an entertainer.

Interpol  issued  a  red  alert  for  
four North Koreans who Malaysian 
police  identified  as  suspects  and  
who left  the  country  hours  after  
the murder. 

At the embassy press conference 
after she was freed, Ms Aisyah said: 
“I feel very happy.” 

When asked what was the first  
thing she wanted to do, she said: “I 
want to see my family.”

Accompanied by Indonesian offi-
cials,  Ms  Aisyah  was  yesterday  
flown to Jakarta, arriving at 5.30pm 
local time. President Joko Widodo 
said he will be meeting her today. 

Her  home  town  in  Pandeglang,  
Banten province, is a drive of about 
three hours from Jakarta. People in 
her home town cheered her release. 
Her aunt, Ms Darsinah, was quoted 
by Detik news as saying: “Our big 
family is  grateful because we are 
confident Siti is not a murderer.” 

At the news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur, Mr Yasonna said that in his 
letter to Malaysia, he gave three rea-
sons  why  the  prosecution  should  
drop its charges against Ms Aisyah, 
and these included that she was a vic-
tim of deception and had nothing to 
gain from committing the act.

“Ms Aisyah was led to believe that 
her actions were for a reality show. 
Hence, she had no real understand-
ing of the real reason she had to per-
form as she was asked to, and had no 
intention of killing Kim Jong Nam,” 
Mr Yasonna wrote. He also said Ms 
Aisyah “had no awareness whatso-
ever that she was being used as an in-

telligence tool of North Korea”.
“This has been a long journey un-

dertaken by the Indonesian govern-
ment,” Mr Yasonna said during the 
news conference.

He said Indonesian officials held 
meetings  with  Malaysian  Prime  
Minister  Mahathir  Mohamad,  Mr  
Thomas and Malaysian police last 

year as part of their lobbying efforts 
to free Ms Aisyah.

Her release raised the question of 
whether  her  co-accused  Doan  
would also  be  freed soon.  Doan’s  
trial was postponed yesterday pend-
ing a request by her lawyer for the 
murder  charge  against  her  to  be  
dropped too. 

Mr Hisyam Teh Poh Teik,  who 
represents Doan, asked the court 
to  postpone  yesterday’s  session,  
where his client was initially sched-
uled to testify for the first time.

nrodzi@sph.com.sg
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Tiffany Fumiko Tay

What does it mean to be human in 
the 21st century, and how does hu-
manity prevent the rapid develop-
ment of technology and artificial in-
telligence (AI) from doing it more 
harm than good? 

These were among the questions 
raised at the launch of a new insti-
tute to study technology’s impact 
on society and address anxieties on 
issues such as job replacement and 
data protection, at Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) yesterday. 

The NTU Institute of Science and 
Technology  for  Humanity  will  
bring together academics and re-
searchers from diverse fields – such 
as  robotics,  linguistics,  neuro-
science and design – as well as mem-
bers of government and industry to 
guide the development of technol-
ogy for the betterment of human-
ity, rather than for its own sake. 

The institute will begin by focus-
ing on three areas: ethical implica-
tions  of  innovations;  the  gover-
nance of technology use and issues 
around leadership; and how tech-
nology is  transforming the urban 

landscape in Asia. 
Deputy Prime Minister Tharman 

Shanmugaratnam said in a keynote 
address  at  the  launch  that  while
the benefits of technological inno-
vation  have  been  tremendous,  
more thought must be put into po-
tential downsides. 

“We have to think about the ethi-
cal implications of innovations in 
science  and  technology  upfront,  
and build it into the design of our so-
lutions,”  he  told  an  audience  of  
about  900  faculty  members,  stu-
dents and guests. 

“Too much of the focus on ethics 

in technology today is a focus that 
happens after the event, after a prob-
lem has arisen,” he said. He cited the 
example of a Chinese scientist who 
made headlines last November for 
having created the world’s first ge-
netically edited babies. The scien-
tist,  who was found later to have 

acted  illegally,  had  cited  compli-
ance with loosely defined US guide-
lines, said Mr Tharman, who is also 
Coordinating  Minister  for  Eco-
nomic and Social Policies.

This illustrates the importance of 
having clear guidelines, he added.

He also noted that two basic is-
sues need to be addressed, both of 
which concern “the quality of our so-
cieties”. One is the evolution of so-
cial  relationships.  Over  centuries,  
these evolved based on proximity 
and  regular  interactions,  at  work  
and in the community. But in a tech-
rich environment, these are giving 
way to relationships of fleeting en-
counters across large distances, he 
said. “That is life on the Internet.”

The other troubling and more im-
mediate issue is about the quality of 
democracies, he said.

Mr Tharman noted that technol-
ogy has given rise to a new way in 
which information is being created 
and circulated. “The escalating and 
energetic  circulation  of  informa-
tion is already having an impact on 
the type and quality of democracies 
all over the world.”

These issues address questions of 
what it means to be a human being 

in the 21 century, which is the over-
arching theme of the new institute, 
he noted.

Mr Tharman said that ensuring a 
job-rich future, in which technol-
ogy augments rather than replaces 
humans, will require job redesign 
and the inculcation of certain skills 
from a young age. 

Coding, for example, is a “basic 
language of the future” that may be 
as  important  as  the  natural  lan-
guages, he said. “The question then 
is how early do you start teaching 
children the basics of thinking in al-
gorithmic terms and coding.”

The new institute will be headed 
by  Professor  Vanessa  Evers,  
renowned for her work in the field 
of  socially  intelligent  computing  
and human-computer interaction.

A professor of computer science 
at the University of Twente in the 
Netherlands, she will join NTU on 
Aug 1.  She said that the institute 
aims to “be the voice of the com-
mon  person,  the  person  who  is  
afraid to lose his job or privacy”, 
and to ensure all can reap the bene-
fits of AI equally.

tiffanyt@sph.com.sg

Above: Ms Siti Aisyah with her lawyer 
Gooi Soon Seng at the Indonesian 
Embassy in Kuala Lumpur after she 
was freed yesterday. Attorney-General 
Tommy Thomas said she was released 
after “taking into account the good 
relations” between the two countries.
PHOTO: REUTERS

Left: The trial of Vietnamese Doan Thi 
Huong (centre), who was arrested 
alongside Ms Aisyah in 2017, was 
postponed yesterday pending a 
request by her lawyer for the murder 
charge against her to be dropped too. 
PHOTO: EPA-EFE

At the launch of the NTU Institute of Science and Technology for Humanity 
(NISTH) yesterday were (from left) the University of Twente’s Professor Vanessa 
Evers, who will join NTU on Aug 1 and be head of the new institute; NTU president 
Subra Suresh; Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam; and Mr Peter Ho, 
chairman of the NISTH International Advisory Board and senior adviser of the 
Centre for Strategic Futures. ST PHOTO: DESMOND WEE

KL frees 
Indonesian 
accused in 
Kim Jong 
Nam’s killing 

Surprise move to drop charges comes 2 years 
after her arrest; co-accused’s trial postponed 

Rei Kurohi 

Patients  at  hospitals,  polyclinics  
and some specialist centres under 
the SingHealth group of healthcare 
institutions can now get their pre-
scription medication delivered.

The service is  available for pa-
tients from Singapore General Hos-

pital (SGH), Changi General Hospi-
tal,  Sengkang  General  Hospital  
and KK  Women’s  and Children’s  
Hospital (KKH). 

Patients  at  the  Singapore  Na-
tional Eye Centre, the National Can-
cer Centre Singapore and the Na-
tional Heart Centre Singapore,  as  
well as SingHealth polyclinics, can 
also use the service. 

It will be free until June 30, after 
which it will cost $8 per delivery. 

Similar  delivery  and  collection  
services are available at polyclinics 
and  hospitals  such  as  Tan  Tock  
Seng Hospital and the National Uni-
versity  Hospital  under  the  other  
two public healthcare groups here.

SGH’s director of pharmacy Lim 
Mun Moon said in a  press state-

ment yesterday: “The service will 
benefit  patients  who  are  pre-
scribed  long-term  medications.  
For example, those with well-con-
trolled high blood pressure,  high 
cholesterol or diabetes. 

“After seeing the doctor, instead 
of  collecting  their  medication  at  
our outpatient pharmacy, these pa-
tients can skip the queue by signing 
up for the medication delivery ser-
vice and opting for their medica-
tion to be delivered.”

Patients can sign up for the ser-
vice at the outpatient pharmacy in 
the institution that issued their pre-
scriptions. Payment for the medi-
cations can be made online or at 

payment kiosks in the pharmacies.
The medication will be delivered 

within three working days, either 
to the patient’s home or to collec-
tion points around the island. 

These  include  Prescription  in  
Locker Boxes, or Pilboxes for short, 
located at SingHealth polyclinics in 
Bedok,  Marine  Parade,  Punggol,  
Sengkang and Tampines. 

SGH and KKH patients can also 
opt  to  have medications delivered
to 18 bluPort self-collection lockers 
located mostly in FairPrice Xpress 
outlets at Esso petrol stations and 
Cheers convenience stores.

Subsequent medication refill re-
quests can be made by calling the 

pharmacy  or  via  the  SingHealth  
Health Buddy app. 

Patients  who  reschedule  their  
appointments can also use the app 
to get a top-up prescription to tide 
them over until the new appoint-
ment date. 

With the app, patients can check 
information  such  as  dosage,  side  
effects and storage instructions for 
more  than  300  commonly  pre-
scribed  medications,  including  
their own prescribed medications.

They can also set reminders on 
the app to alert them on when they 
need to take their medicine.

rei@sph.com.sg

FOCUS ON ETHICS EARLIER 

Too much of the focus 
on ethics in 
technology today is a 
focus that happens 
after the event, after a 
problem has arisen.

’’DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER THARMAN 
SHANMUGARATNAM

New NTU institute to study tech’s impact on society, address concerns 

SingHealth rolls out medicine 
delivery service for patients 
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