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A polytechnic student managed to 
dupe  16  men  out  of  a  total  of  
$3,200 by posing as prostitutes on
the Internet. 

Lee  Chao  Hunt  created  online  
personas  with  the  names  “Jess”  
and “Alicia”, offering sex for $200 
a time.  But  once the men trans-
ferred the money to his bank ac-
count,  they  found  the  women  
never showed up.

The 19-year-old was sentenced to 
18 months’ probation yesterday.

As part of his sentence, he must 
perform 180 hours of  community 
service and has to remain indoors 
from 10pm to 6am every day. 

His mother and sister were also 
bonded for  $5,000 to  ensure  his  
good behaviour.

Lee pleaded guilty last month to 
five cheating charges involving five 
victims, who had transferred more 
than $1,000 in all.

The remaining 12 charges linked 
to 11 other men and an additional 
$2,200  were  considered  during  
sentencing. One man was cheated 
twice.

Deputy Public Prosecutor
Michelle Tay said that in 2016, Lee 
created an account on online classi-
fied  advertisement  network  Lo-
canto to meet “potential romantic 
interests”.

While browsing the website, he 
came across a warning about scams 
involving netizens who pretended 
to  offer  sexual  services  and  sell  
pornographic videos.

He then planned a similar ruse 
and created two other Locanto ac-
counts from December that year, 
which he used to pose as female 
sex workers.

Lee created advertisements and 
offered sexual services in exchange 
for cash. After receiving the money 
from his victims, Lee ignored their 
messages. 

DPP Tay told District Judge May 
Mesenas: “In some instances, the ac-
cused would send the victims the 
fake pornographic videos and pass 
them off as being videos of the ficti-
tious Jess or Alicia. 

“However, the accused never de-
livered on the sexual  services  he 
promised to all the victims.”

Court  documents  did  not  state  
how his offences came to light but 
his bank account was frozen by Dec 
1, 2017, when the police conducted 
their investigation.

Lee later  admitted that  he  had 
spent his ill-gotten gains on items 
such as cigarettes and clothes. 

He made full restitution to all 16 
victims on Nov 14 last year.
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More undergraduates will be able 
to take up computing-related pro-
grammes  at  Singapore  Manage-
ment  University  (SMU)  and
Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU) from August this year, when 
the new academic year begins.

SMU has announced it will be of-
fering two new computing-related 
degree programmes: computer sci-
ence, and computing and law.

Students who choose to take up a 
bachelor’s degree in computer sci-
ence will  learn technical  skills  to  
build computing products.

Those  reading  computing  and  
law will be trained in both areas. 

SMU said they will be “equipped 
with skill sets in IT and business in-
novation,  operating  IT  and  busi-
ness  innovations  within  a  legal  
framework and employing IT in le-
gal practice”.

NTU has also allocated 675 places 
for its 10 computing-related under-
graduate  programmes  this  aca-
demic year, which include data ana-
lytics and cyber security. 

This is up from 450 in 2015, which 
was “the year NTU’s intake for these 
programmes  started  increasing
steadily”, said the university.

NTU will also be offering two new 
double majors – mathematical and 
computer sciences, and biomedical 
sciences and bio-business. Both are 
four-year programmes.

Professor Ling San, NTU provost 
and  vice-president  (academic),
said: “As a leading global university, 
we strive to always stay ahead of 

the  curve,  seize  opportunities  in  
emerging areas, and forecast future 
industry demand. 

“We  can then  design new pro-
gramme offerings and plan our in-
take numbers accordingly in antici-
pation of this demand.”

Students who take up the double 
major programme in mathematical 
and computer  sciences  – offered 
jointly  by  the  School  of  Physical  
and Mathematical Sciences and the 
School of Computer Science and En-
gineering – can specialise in at least 
one of four areas. 

They  are:  theoretical  computer  
science, cryptography and cyber se-
curity, data science, and financial 
modelling.

Those in the biomedical sciences 
and bio-business programme – run 
by the School of Biological Sciences, 
Nanyang Business School and the 

Copenhagen Business School (CBS) 
– will  learn about biomedical  sci-
ences and biotechnology, and also
business and manufacturing opera-
tions management and industry-re-
lated regulatory matters.

Students  enrolled  in  this  new  
programme will spend a semester 
at  CBS to cover the bio-business 
component.
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NTU has allocated 675 places for its 10 computing-related undergraduate programmes this academic year, up from 450 in 
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SMU offering 2 new courses; NTU to take in 
more students for 10 computing programmes 
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