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Adrian Lim

Late payments and contractual dis-
putes are a major concern for self-
employed  persons  such  as  free-
lance photographers or producers.

But there is hope that such dis-
putes  may  be  minimised,  with  
close to 500 companies here com-
mitting to a set of guidelines on 
best practices for engaging free-
lance services, according to Man-
power Minister Josephine Teo. 

The firms, including media agen-
cies  and  insurance  companies,  
have adopted the Tripartite Stan-
dards for  Contracting With Self-
employed  Persons,  which  was  
launched in March last year. 

With the standards, firms have to 
discuss and agree with freelancers 
on terms of engagement, such as 
the range of services to be deliv-
ered,  project  timelines  and  pay-
ment schedules, and set them down 
in writing, before any work starts. 

“I find the take-up very encourag-
ing...  The  pool  of  self-employed  
persons that they (the companies) 
contract with is nearly 30,000 and 
this  is  quite  considerable,”  Mrs  
Teo  said  last  Saturday,  during  a  
visit to media agency CreativesAt-
Work in the One-north district. 

The firm is one of the adopters of 
the tripartite standards. 

While freelancers in the media in-
dustry  are  devoted  to  their  cre-
ative craft, they are also business 
people, said Mrs Teo. 

“They have to ensure that they 
are properly paid, in a timely man-
ner. They have to ensure their com-
mitments and obligations to their 
clients are properly fulfilled. 

“And that means also that there 
must be clarity of their  commit-
ments and obligations, and that is 
what the tripartite standards seek 
to do, to promote a way of working 
which will help to establish these 
understandings  upfront,”  she  
added.

This will help prevent disputes, 
which can potentially take up all of 
the  creative  professionals’  time  
and  divert  attention  away  from  
their careers, Mrs Teo said. 

Asked  how  the  Tripartite  Al-
liance for Fair and Progressive Em-
ployment  Practices  (Tafep)  en-

sures that firms which adopt the tri-
partite  standards  walk  the  talk,  
Mrs Teo said Tafep will take in feed-
back from freelancers and the pub-
lic on these companies.

“If  we find that what they de-
clare is not consistent with their ac-
tual practice, then our next course 
of action will be to engage them... 
Perhaps there is a lack of under-
standing (of the standards) and we 
hope that through this process of 
engagement, they will rectify it,” 
she said. 

Ms  Jayce Tham,  co-founder  of  
CreativesAtWork,  said  adopting  
the  tripartite  standards  gives  its  
freelancers the assurance that the 
terms and conditions the company 
offers are fair and progressive. 

Ms Lydia Shah, 32, a freelance 
TV director and producer, said she 
has to deal with two to three in-
stances of payment disputes every 
year. 

The tripartite standards create a 
welcome framework and a point of 
reference  for  freelancers  to  dis-
cuss with companies what is fair to 
them, she said.

“At the same time, I would like to 
see  some  form  of  legislation,  so  
companies are held accountable for 
any errant behaviour,” she added.
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David Sun

A friendly football match on Sun-
day  between  two  amateur  sides  
ended on a bloody note,  landing 
two players in hospital.

A video of the aftermath shows 
one  of  the  players  lying  on  the  
pitch in shock, blood dripping from 
his nose, as other players engage in 
a shouting match metres away, ac-
cording to a report in The New Pa-
per yesterday.

Players  are  seen  arguing  and  
shoving one another in the 19-sec-
ond video, with at least one person 
hurling vulgarities and challenging 
others to a fight.

There are also shouts that the in-
jury was caused by a headbutt.

The brawl happened at the East 
Spring Secondary  School  field  in  
Tampines on Sunday.

The  teams  comprised  players  
who were Singaporean, Singapore 
permanent residents and Chinese 
nationals, according to the report.

The  referee  for  the  match,  a  
member of the Football Referees’ 
Association  of  Singapore,  told  
Channel  NewsAsia  that  a  fracas  
broke out after a player executed a 
“flying kick” on an opponent dur-
ing the game.

A spokesman for the police said 
they were alerted to a case of volun-
tarily causing hurt at 30 Tampines 
Street 34 at about 5pm. 

Two men, aged 34 and 39, were 
taken conscious to Changi General 
Hospital. 

Investigations are ongoing.
The pitch had been booked pri-

vately  through  ActiveSG,  which  
manages several sports facilities un-
der the Dual-Use Scheme, includ-
ing  the  East  Spring  Secondary  
School field.

A  spokesman  for  Sport  Singa-
pore,  which  oversees  ActiveSG,  
said it was aware of the incident.

“It is a shame that what was pre-
sumably meant to be a fun game cul-
minated in a physical dispute,” the 
spokesman said. 

“We are unable to release any fur-
ther details as investigations are un-
der way.”

Former  national  footballer  R.  
Sasikumar, 43, who runs a sports 
marketing firm, told The New Pa-

per that violence on the pitch at so-
cial-sporting  events  has  been  a  
growing trend in recent years.

He said: “There’s a lot of testos-
terone, and all it takes is a rough 
tackle and someone feels unfairly 

treated and decides to take things 
into their own hands.

“The players involved will live to 
regret their actions.”
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Toh Ting Wei

The Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity (NTU) will partner with the Uni-
versity of California (UC) system to 
expand collaboration between the 
two institutions.

Under a memorandum of under-
standing  (MOU)  that  spans  five  
years, NTU and US-based UC will ex-
plore activities  to  further the ex-
change of faculty and students, the 
universities said yesterday.

The two institutions will also ex-
plore joint research efforts in areas 
that include climate change, health, 
technology and innovation.

The UC is  a  system of 10 cam-
puses, five medical centres, three af-
filiated national laboratories and a 
statewide agriculture and natural re-

sources programme.
Professor Subra Suresh, president 

of NTU, said both universities are 
globally recognised for research, ed-
ucation,  innovation  and  commit-
ment to societal impact. “By com-
bining our strengths and by deepen-
ing our collaboration, we can mag-
nify this impact to address a num-
ber of global challenges,” he added.

He signed the agreement on be-
half  of  NTU,  while  UC  president  
Janet Napolitano represented UC.

Professor Napolitano and her del-
egation were in Singapore on a two-
day visit that ended yesterday. 

On Monday,  she gave a  lecture 
and participated in a dialogue at-
tended by about 300 students, fac-
ulty and members of the public. 

“I am excited to be in Singapore 
this week to explore new opportuni-

ties for UC to collaborate with lead-
ing  higher  education  institutions  
such as NTU Singapore,” she said.

“With its teaching, research and 
public service mission, the Univer-
sity of California is committed to 
boldly confronting the most press-
ing global challenges. Establishing 
robust international partnerships is 
critical to this effort.”

NTU said the MOU builds on the 
university’s existing academic and 
research  collaborations  with  UC  
campuses such as UC Berkeley, UC 
Davis and UC Irvine.

According to NTU, about 180 stu-
dents participate in academic ex-
changes in the US annually.

Another 175 students take part in 
exchange programmes at US part-
ner-universities  under  the  Global  
Engineering  Education  Exchange  
network that enables undergradu-
ate engineering students to study 
and do internships abroad.
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Brawl at 
football 
match 
lands two 
in hospital

A video shared on social media shows players arguing and shoving one another after a fight broke out at a privately 
organised friendly football match at the East Spring Secondary School field in Tampines on Sunday. 

University of 
California 
president Janet 
Napolitano and 
Nanyang 
Technological 
University 
president Subra 
Suresh yesterday 
signed a 
memorandum of 
understanding 
that spans five 
years. The two 
institutions will 
explore joint 
research efforts 
in areas that 
include climate 
change, health, 
technology and 
innovation.
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ENGAGEMENT IS KEY

If we find that what they 
declare is not consistent 
with their actual practice, 
then our next course of 
action will be to engage 
them... Perhaps there is a 
lack of understanding (of 
the standards) and we 
hope that through this 
process of engagement, 
they will rectify it.

’’MANPOWER MINISTER JOSEPHINE TEO, 
on the steps Tafep will take to ensure that 
the standards are upheld by companies. 

Partnership will expand collaboration, 
further exchange of faculty and students

500 firms adopt 
Tafep guidelines 
on hiring freelancers

For more, visit the 
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HOW MUCH WILL YOU GET?
• Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat delivered his fourth 
Budget speech on Monday, focusing on building a strong 
and united nation in the face of global changes.
• Among this year's major Budget 
announcements were the $6.1 billion Merdeka 
Generation Package for those born in the 
1950s and a $1.1 billion Bicentennial Bonus, 
which will bene�t a wide range of citizens from 
lower-income individuals to parents with 
schoolchildren to those in their silver years.
• Find out what you will receive with our 
Budget 2019 calculator. str.sg/calculator2019

ROUNDTABLE
Follow the discussion with 
industry experts led by 
ST associate editor 
Vikram Khanna on Sunday. 
www.straitstimes.com

WORD ANALYSIS
What were the words used most 
often in this year's speech? 
str.sg/budget2019speech  

NTU signs MOU with University of California
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