
news education

Not valid with any other existing promotion or discount unless otherwise stated. All promotions are correct as at the time of print and subject to changes without prior notice.
While stock last. All pictures are for illustration purpose only. Other terms and conditions apply.

ORGANISED BY OFFICIAL ONLINE MEDIA SPONSORSOFFICIAL DELIVERY PARTNER

FORMORE INFORMATION, VISIT OURWEBSITE

SCAN TO WIN

SINGAPORE!

$500,000
WORTH OF PRIZES & VOUCHERS
TO BEWON!

SUREWIN INSTANT
LUCKYDIP

3 Simple Steps!

1 Scan 2 Register 3 WIN!

OTHER SHOWHIGHLIGHTS:

HOMETECH | HEROPRODUCTS | REPAIR SERVICES |
SPEND&REDEEM | PWPSUPERDEAL | TRADE INs

Mr Hariz Husaini with his mother, Madam Anita Minjut. TNP PHOTO: LEE JIA WEN

He became homeless on day of exam
KOK YUFENG

Ten minutes before one of his 
toughest  sociology  examina-
tions,  Mr  Hariz  Husaini
received a phone call from his 
mother.

It was the day that judgment 
was to be passed on his parents’ 
divorce.

He heard his mother crying 
over the phone, telling him that 
she had lost the case, that his 
father had won custody of his sis-
ter, and that he and his mother 
were homeless as his father was 
also awarded ownership of the 
family home.

“I went into the exam hall and 
I just sat down there for like 15 
minutes and I couldn’t do any-
thing,” Mr Hariz told The New 
Paper earlier this month.

He said:  “After  that I  told 
myself that I needed to get this 
done and I got it done... I did well 
for  that  exam  and  then  we  
moved on from there. The next 
day, straight away we started 
packing and moved out.”

Mr Hariz didn’t go into any 
details of why the family went 
through such a painful split.

Without  a  permanent  roof  
over his head, his third year in 
university was one of the lowest 
points for him.

Mother and son had to move 

from rental home to rental home 
fives times before finally set-
tling in their current flat this 
year.

But Mr Hariz, now 25, man-
aged to overcome these difficul-
ties and the sociology graduate 
will  be  receiving  his  degree  
today at the convocation cere-
monies of Nanyang Technologi-
cal University (NTU), which end 
tomorrow.

Growing up in a less affluent 
home meant that Mr Hariz had 
to be resourceful.

As a child, he picked up house-
hold skills like plumbing from 
his grandfather and father, and 
as he got older, he learnt how to 
repair  electronic  devices  and  
computers from neighbours and 
the Internet.

“It  was  out  of  necessity  
because when you don’t have a 
lot of money to spare, when any-
thing breaks you cannot replace 
it. It’s either you fix it or you 
don’t have it for a really long 
time,” Mr Hariz said.

Entering his first year of uni-
versity, his skills proved useful 
as he had to support himself and 
his family.

His  parents’  marital  issues  
came to a head and his mother, 
Madam Anita Minjut, who runs 
an employment agency, was left 
with a debt of $200,000.

“At its highest, we had to pay 
the  banks  about  $22,000  a  
month, on top of university fees, 
personal expenses... things like 
that,” Mr Hariz revealed.

He  started  earning  money  
using  the  skills  that  he  had  
picked up helping around the 
house.

“I just used it to save some 

money here and there, and then I 
started monetising those skills, 
started doing it for people for 
really cheap, like changing toilet 
bowls for $50,” Mr Hariz said.

In his second year, Mr Hariz 
began to fall in love with his 
major  and  set  his  sights  on  
becoming a sociology professor.

From  doing  odd  jobs,  he  

started working part-time for 
the NTU Sociology department 
as a quantitative interviewer and 
later at Duke-NUS’s Centre for 
Ageing Research and Education, 
even during the school term.

While his financial and domes-
tic situation has now improved, 
Mr Hariz still had to give up his 
dreams of pursuing a doctorate, 
despite being accepted into an 
overseas programme at the Uni-
versity of Essex.

Instead, he has taken up a posi-
tion at the Singapore Anti-Nar-
cotics Association.

“I’ve always wanted to find a 
job that allows me to give back to 
society,” he said.

“It is not glamorous at all, but 
it doesn’t matter because it ful-
fils my want to actually help in 
whatever way I can.”

Mr Hariz added: “A lot of peo-
ple have come up to me and told 
me that I’m very unlucky for the 
life that I’ve had but they don’t 
see it the way I see it.

“ I  f e e l  t h a t  I ’ v e  b e e n
extremely lucky.”

yufengk@sph.com.sg

NTU graduate had to give up dreams of pursuing doctorate but feels fortunate to be able to give back to society
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