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He became homeless on day of exam

NTU graduate had to give up dreams of pursuing doctorate but feels fortunate to be able to give back to society
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Ten minutes before one of his
toughest sociology examina-
tions, Mr Hariz Husaini
received a phone call from his
mother.

It was the day that judgment
was to be passed on his parents’
divorce.

He heard his mother crying
over the phone, telling him that
she had lost the case, that his
fatherhad won custody of hissis-
ter, and that he and his mother
were homeless as his father was
also awarded ownership of the
familyhome.

“Iwent intothe examhall and
Tjust sat down there for like 15
minutes and I couldn’t do any-
thing,” Mr Hariz told The New
Paper earlier this month.

He said: “After that I told
myself that I needed to get this
doneandIgotitdone...Ididwell
for that exam and then we
moved on from there. The next
day, straight away we started
packing and moved out.”

Mr Hariz didn’t go into any
details of why the family went
through such a painful split.

Without a permanent roof
over his head, his third year in
university was one of the lowest
pointsfor him.

Mother and son had to move

fromrentalhometorentalhome
fives times before finally set-
tling in their current flat this
year.

But Mr Hariz, now 25, man-
agedtoovercomethesedifficul-
ties and the sociology graduate
will be receiving his degree
today at the convocation cere-
moniesof Nanyang Technologi-
calUniversity (NTU), whichend
tomorrow.

Growing up in a less affluent
home meant that Mr Hariz had
toberesourceful.

Asachild, hepickeduphouse-
hold skills like plumbing from
his grandfather and father, and
as he got older, helearnt how to
repair electronic devices and
computersfromneighboursand
theInternet.

“It was out of necessity
because when you don’t have a
lotof moneytospare, whenany-
thing breaks you cannot replace
it. It’s either you fix it or you
don’t have it for a really long
time,” Mr Hariz said.

Entering his first year of uni-
versity, his skills proved useful
ashehadto support himself and
hisfamily.

His parents’ marital issues
came to a head and his mother,
Madam Anita Minjut, who runs
anemployment agency, wasleft
withadebt of $200,000.
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“Atitshighest, we had to pay
the banks about $22,000 a
month,ontopofuniversityfees,
personal expenses... things like
that,” Mr Harizrevealed.

He started earning money
using the skills that he had
picked up helping around the
house.

“T just used it to save some

moneyhereandthere,andthenI
started monetising those skills,
started doing it for people for
really cheap, like changing toilet
bowlsfor $50,” Mr Hariz said.
In his second year, Mr Hariz
began to fall in love with his
major and set his sights on
becomingasociology professor.
From doing odd jobs, he

started working part-time for
the NTU Sociology department
asaquantitativeinterviewerand
later at Duke-NUS’s Centre for
Ageing Research and Education,
evenduring the schoolterm.

Whilehisfinancialanddomes-
tic situation has now improved,
Mr Hariz still had to give up his
dreams of pursuing a doctorate,
despite being accepted into an
overseasprogramme at the Uni-
versity of Essex.

Instead, hehastakenupaposi-
tion at the Singapore Anti-Nar-
cotics Association.

“I’ve always wanted to find a
jobthat allows metogivebackto
society,” he said.

“Ttisnot glamorous at all, but
it doesn’t matter because it ful-
fils my want to actually help in
whatever wayIcan.”

MrHarizadded: “Alot of peo-
ple have come up to me and told
me that I'm very unlucky for the
life that I’ve had but they don’t
seeitthewayIseeit.

“I feel that I've been
extremelylucky.”
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