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When a court makes an order on the 
care and control of a child whose 
parents are splitting up, it does not 
presume that shared care and con-
trol are always in the child’s welfare. 

Neither is there any legal princi-
ple against such an arrangement. 

Rather, the focus is always on the 
child’s welfare, and not the inter-
ests or wishes of either parent.

The High Court said this in a judg-
ment yesterday in the case concern-
ing the divorced parents of a girl  
who have  been tussling over  her  

care arrangements since 2013.
“By focusing on the child’s wel-

fare, the courts remain vigilant that 
custody, care and control, and ac-
cess are not used by a parent as ‘inst-
ruments of control’ over the child 
and the other parent,” said Justice 
Debbie Ong.

The case, which raises the ques-
tion  of  how  the  notion  of  joint  
parental responsibility should be ap-
plied to determine orders for care 
and control, and access, centres on 
a girl who will turn six next month. 

Her parents are British citizens 
who have lived in Singapore since 
September 2011. 

Her mother filed for divorce in 

Britain in July 2014, and a decree ab-
solute ending the 11-year marriage 
was granted in May 2016.

In Singapore, the legal fight over 
the girl’s care culminated in a High 
Court decision in May 2015. 

The couple were given joint cus-
tody of the girl, meaning they have 
to consult  each other  and jointly 
make major decisions for her. This 
includes  decisions  on  healthcare  
and education issues.

Care and control of the girl were 
granted to the mother. This means 
she is the primary caregiver respon-
sible  for  making day-to-day  deci-
sions, such as what the child is to eat.

In  August  2016,  the  father  ap-
plied to vary the orders made by 
the  High  Court.  Among  other  
things, he sought shared care and 
control of the girl as well as access 
to the girl during school holidays, 

public holidays and Father’s Day.
A district judge allowed parts of 

his  application  in  relation  to  the  
terms  of  access,  but  declined  to  
grant shared care and control. 

The judge said such an arrange-
ment – which means the girl would 
effectively split her time between 
two homes – would not work be-
cause of the parties’ acrimonious re-
lationship and their different par-
enting styles. The father appealed 
against the decision. 

Justice Ong varied a few aspects 
of the district judge’s orders on ac-
cess but dismissed the father’s re-
quest for shared care and control.

In her judgment, Justice Ong said 

that in appropriate cases, the court 
may grant both parents shared care 
and control if this was feasible and 
best served the child’s welfare. 

But in the current case, she said it 
was not necessary as both parents 
have joint custody. She added that 
the girl  will  start  primary school  
later in the year, and shared care 
and control may not be practical.

Justice Ong concluded  that  the  
district judge’s order for sole care 
and control to the mother, with lib-
eral access to the father, was not 
wrong and  in  fact  supported the  
girl’s welfare.
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The Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity (NTU) received an $11 million 
gift yesterday to set up an endow-
ment fund to further medical educa-
tion and research in healthcare.

The gift came from the estate of 
the late Irene Tan Liang Kheng, and 
the  Government  has  matched  it,  
bringing the total for the endow-
ment fund to $22 million.

The fund will support the efforts 
of NTU’s Lee Kong Chian School of 
Medicine to provide more opportu-
nities to deserving Singaporean stu-
dents with financial difficulties to 
pursue a medical education.

From next August, one scholar-
ship will be awarded for each year’s 
cohort  in  the  school’s  five-year  
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery degree programme.

The fund will also help in establish-
ing two chair professorships at the 
school – the Irene Tan Liang Kheng 
Chair  Professorship  in  Neuro-
science and the Ong Tiong Tat Chair 
Professorship in Diabetes Research.

Money  will  also  be  channelled  
into research on “serious games” – 
a genre of games not designed for 

fun or entertainment – to improve 
population health and provide pa-
tient-centric care. 

Yesterday, NTU president Subra 
Suresh unveiled the 500-seat Ong 
Tiong  Tat  and  Irene  Tan  Liang  
Kheng Auditorium – named in hon-
our of the late philanthropic couple 
– at the school’s Clinical Sciences

Building in Novena. Said Professor 
Suresh of the gift:“This is an invest-
ment in the future of young minds 
and the betterment of the human 
condition that will see ever-grow-
ing returns for years to come.”

Mr Ong, who was an investment 
trader, and his wife, an investor, be-
queathed most of their assets. 

Both were diagnosed with Stage 4 
stomach cancer – he died in 2013 at 
the age of 74, and she in 2016 at the 
age of 73. They had no children.

Mr Tan Hsuan Heng, nephew of 
the late couple and trustee of  his 
aunt’s estate, said: “My aunt and un-
cle... strongly believed in the value of 
education and, hence, they have cho-

sen to donate to this worthy cause.”
The largest gift NTU has received 

was $150 million in 2012 from the 
Lee  Foundation  for  its  medical  
school, now named the Lee Kong 
Chian School of Medicine, after the 
philanthropist.
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The Ong Tiong Tat and Irene Tan 
Liang Kheng Auditorium was named 
in honour of the late philanthropic 
couple (above). Madam Tan’s estate 
has gifted $11 million to Nanyang 
Technological University for an 
endowment fund. The Government 
has matched it, bringing the total to 
$22 million. PHOTOS: KEVIN LIM, 
COURTESY OF TAN HSUAN HENG

Parental responsibility must not be used as 
instruments of control in divorce cases: Judge

NTU gets 
$11 million 
gift for 
endowment 
fund

The girl will start 
primary school 
later in the year, 
and shared care 
and control – which 
means the girl would 
effectively split her 
time between two 
homes – may not 
be practical, 
said the judge.

Child’s welfare must come first: High Court
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