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AMELIA TENG , EDUCATION 
CORRESPONDENT

Former president Tony  Tan 
Keng Yam received the highest 
honour from Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) yes-
terday.

Dr Tan, who served as Educa-
tion  Minister  from  1985  to  
1991, was given the honorary 
degree of  Doctor  of  Letters  
from NTU for his contribu-
tions to the university and Sin-
gapore’s  higher  education
landscape.

In a citation, Mr Koh Boon 
Hwee,  chairman  of  NTU’s  
Board of Trustees, said Dr Tan 
played an instrumental role in 
setting  up  NTU  and  the
National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) as the minister-in-
charge of both institutions.

“Under Dr Tan’s guidance, 
university education in Singa-
pore became more globalised 
and was made accessible to 
more Singaporeans regardless 
of their family or financial back-
ground.”

Apart from shaping univer-
sity  education,  Dr  Tan also 
played a key role in advancing 
research in Singapore as chair-
man of the National Research 
Foundation and deputy chair-
man of the Research, Innova-
tion and Enterprise Council  
until 2011.

He  was  NTU  chancellor  
from  2011  until  last  year,  
before he passed on the role to 
President  Halimah  Yacob,
who  presided  over  NTU’s  
main convocation ceremony 
yesterday for the first time.

At the event, former NTU 
president  Bertil  Andersson  
was conferred the title of Presi-
dent Emeritus for his leader-
ship from 2011 until last year.

Former head of civil service 
Peter Ho and Lee Foundation 
chairman Lee Seng Tee were 
presented  with  honorary
degrees.

Mr Ho, who was awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Science, 
had a career in public service 
spanning more than 34 years, 
with 15 years as permanent sec-
retary in several ministries.

Now senior adviser at the 
Centre for Strategic Futures, 
Mr Ho is also chairman of the 
Singapore Centre for Environ-
mental Life Sciences Engineer-
ing, set up by NTU in partner-
ship with NUS.

Dr Lee received an honorary 
Doctor of Letters for his philan-
thropic contributions to educa-
tion. His foundation gave $150 
million towards the setting up 
of  NTU’s  Lee  Kong  Chian  

School of Medicine, which saw 
its first batch of 52 doctors 
receive their scrolls yesterday.

In recognition of the gift, the 
medical  school  was  named  
after  the  foundation’s  late  
founder and Dr Lee’s father, 
business leader  and  philan-
thropist Lee Kong Chian.

In an acceptance speech, Dr 
Tan  encouraged  the  grad-
uands to keep learning within 
and across disciplines.

“Collaboration between dis-
ciplines is not only necessary 
to advance research – it is criti-
cal if we are to tackle the chal-
lenges of the future,” he said.

“Medicine needs the human-
ities to stay ethical; even as 
technology enables great effi-
ciencies, it is calling into ques-
tion the very nature of work 
and what it is to be human.”

In a speech, NTU president 
Subra Suresh said the univer-
sity hopes to play a role in dis-
cussing the benefits and poten-
tial negative consequences of 
technological innovation.

It is in the process of setting 
up  the  NTU  Institute  of
Science and Technology for 
Humanity, which will address 
the impact of technology on 
society.
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KARAMJIT KAUR, SENIOR AVIATION 
CORRESPONDENT

It was a busy first half of the year 
for Changi Airport, and industry 
experts believe it could be head-
ing for another record-breaking 
year.

Not only were more people 
travelling between January and 
June, but airlines also continued 
to add new flights and destina-
tions.

In all, Changi handled 32.1 mil-
lion  passengers  during  the  
period, 5.5 per cent higher than 
the corresponding period last 
year. 

In 2017, 62.2 million passen-
gers walked through Changi’s 
gates,  making  it  the  world’s  
sixth busiest airport for interna-
tional traffic.

Reporting its first-half tally 
as it unveiled June’s numbers, 
the Changi Airport Group said 
yesterday that total passenger 
traffic last month hit 5.57 mil-
lion, a 6.9 per cent jump from 
the same month a year ago.

Particularly strong was the 
demand for Singapore-Europe 
flights, with passenger traffic 
growing by almost 20 per cent 
year on year.

This was due in part to LOT 
Polish Airlines starting a new 
Singapore-Warsaw connection 
last month.

Other airlines, including Aus-
tralia’s Qantas and Germany’s 
Lufthansa, have also added new 
flights to and from Singapore.

Between  January  and  last  
month, nine of Changi’s top 10 

markets – Indonesia, Malaysia, 
China,  Thailand, Australia,
India, the Philippines, Japan and 
Vietnam – recorded higher traf-
fic. India registered the strong-
est growth of 13 per cent.

During the six months, air-
craft movements also rose by 
4.2 per cent to 190,970 take-
offs  and  landings,  while  air-
freight volumes grew 2.7 per 
cent to 1.04 million tonnes.

Traffic should continue to be 
at least as strong in the second 
half of the year, said Mr Brendan 
Sobie, a Singapore-based avia-
tion analyst at the Centre for Avi-
ation.

“We expect to continue to see 
double-digit  growth  in  the  
Europe market until the early 
part of next year... Changi grew 
its passenger traffic by about 6 

per cent in 2016 and 2017, and it 
should be about the same again 
this year,” he said.

Ms  Alicia  Seah,  Dynasty  
Travel’s director of marketing 
communications, said: “We are 
seeing strong booking figures 
and growth for year-end travel. 

“Typically, the second half of 
the year accounts for about 65 
per cent of our total annual rev-
enue, so there will definitely be 
more activity at Changi Airport 
as well.

“Apart from current sched-
uled services, we are also prepar-
ing for special charter and addi-
tional flights that airlines will be 
mounting to Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan later this year,” she 
added.
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“Collaboration 
between 
disciplines is not 
only necessary 
to advance 
research – it is 
critical if we are 
to tackle the 
challenges of the 
future.”
– Former president Tony Tan Keng 
Yam (above)

Changi handled 5.5% more passengers in first half of year

Changi Airport Group also said yesterday that total passenger traffic last month hit 5.57 
million, a 6.9 per cent jump from the same month a year ago. TNP FILE PHOTO

Former Great Eastern agent took client’s money to settle debts

Former president Tony Tan 
given NTU’s top honourChangi Airport set to 

break more records

KIMBERLY LIM

A former representative of The 
Great Eastern Life Assurance 
Company (GE) has been banned 
from giving financial advice for 
four  years  after  taking  her  
client’s money  to settle per-
sonal debts. 

In a statement yesterday, the 
Monetary Authority of Singa-
pore (MAS) said Ms Chan Seet 
Fun was issued the prohibition 
order, which took effect from 
yesterday.

MAS said Ms Chan’s client 
gave her $12,900 to pay his pre-
miums  and  interest  charges  

while she was with GE. 
Instead, Ms Chan used the 

money to settle her debts. 
This  took  place  between  

August and December in 2003. 
The client only realised some-

thing was wrong after being told 
of the premiums and interest 
charges he owed GE in 2015. 

He filed a complaint to GE the 
following year. GE investigated 
the  matter  before  lodging  a  
police report. 

Ms Chan was convicted last 
November and was also fined 
$6,000 for criminal breach of 
trust. 

The MAS order prohibits her 

from  providing  any  financial  
advice and acting as a director, 
or becoming a substantial share-
holder of any financial advisory 
firm under the Financial Advis-
ers Act. She also cannot be a part 
of management in any insur-
ance  intermediary  under  the  
Insurance Act. 

Mr Lee Boon Ngiap, Assistant 
Managing Director (Capital Mar-
kets), MAS, said: “Where war-
ranted, MAS will not hesitate to 
bar from the industry represen-
tatives who betray the trust of 
their clients.” 
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