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Fighting cancer
while pursuing
his dreams

NTU grad works as part-time engineer while running
his own start-up and doing community service

@ KOKYUFENG

As a child, he had always looked
up whenever an airplane flew
by. Even after he was diagnosed
with soft tissue sarcoma, a rare
form of cancer, at age 12, Mr B.
Kanesh never gave up his dream
of taking tothe sky.

Although he did not end up
becoming a pilot like he had
hoped, the 26-year-old chan-
nelled his passion for flying into
aloveforaerospaceandaeronau-
ticalengineering.

Not even cancer, which came
back again twice, could deter
him.

“I had always wanted tobe a

pilot but having a medical his-
toryisnoteasysolkindofunder-
stood reality and I found other
things that I liketo do. I am a
hands-on person, solbuild alot
of stuff,” Mr Kanesh said.

Now a mechanical engineer-
ing graduate, Mr Kanesh is one
ofover9,000Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) stu-
dents whowillbereceiving their
degreesduring thisyear’s convo-
cation ceremonies, which
started yesterday and will end
onAug?2.

“All the way throughout my
life, everybody was telling me,
‘You can’t’...,” Mr Kanesh told
The New Paper last Monday,
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hours before surgery to remove
a tumour around his nasal and
sinusregions.

This was the result of radia-
tion-induced sarcoma, a side-
effect of the radiation therapy
that he had received to treat his
firstbout of cancer.

This second cancer, which is
also rare, usually develops 10
yearsafter patientsreceivetreat -
ment, and it hit Mr Kaneshin his
finalyear of universitylast year.

“Last November, I went for
surgery and apparently it is not
100 per cent gone so [ am going
forsurgery againto get rid of it,”
he said.

It was not just cancer that
made Mr Kanesh’s journey a
rocky one.

He was bullied a lot in sec-
ondary schoolasradiation ther-
apy had left burns on his face,
and his desire topursue an aero-
space engineering diploma in
polytechnic was also hanging in
the balance as he was failing
mathematics.

Mr Kanesh managed to pull
his grades up and got a place at
Nanyang Polytechnic, but uni-
versity provedtobe anotheraca-
demic hurdle.

“At one point, my grades
were sobad that I wanted to quit
school,” Mr Kanesh said. It was
only with the help and motiva-
tionfromhis professorsandlec-
turersat NTU that things turned
around.

Mr Kanesh said his other pil-
lars of support were the doctors
and nurses who took care of
him, as well as his family, who
always made time for him and
had burned through their sav-
ingsto pay for his treatment.

“I am grateful because these
are the people that give me the

energy to move forward,” he
said.

“The only reason I am ever
troubled about my illness is that
I am a burden to everyone
around me... That is the biggest
pain. Other than that, I think
everything elseismanageable.”

While he awaits his convoca-
tion ceremony on Friday, Mr
Kaneshisnot sitting idly.

“I still feel like 1 have a lot of
things to do that I think I should
bedoing. It does notend here.”

MrKanesh currently worksas
apart-time engineer with local
technology start-up In.Genius,
whichhopestosendthefirst Sin-
gaporeantospace.

The self-professed tinkerer
also has his own start-up that
conducts science and technol-
ogy workshops for young peo-
ple,andheisinvolvedincommu-
nityservice and grassroots work
too.

“Alot of people will say, I do
not have time to do this, I do not
have time to do that. But it is
really about making time, which
comes back to time manage-
ment,” hesaid.

And Mr Kanesh certainly has
no time to mope around.

He said: “There were plenty
of overwhelming moments, but
you get soused to it that it does
notaffect youanymore. Youare
going through a life of uncer-
tainty and you know cancer can
comebackanytime.

“So might as well just go
ahead, live the best you can.
That is also what gives you the
strength. Otherwise, you would
be just overthinking and crying
overit.

“Andthatdoesnot help.”
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