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Impact of tech wave on Asia studied

SINGAPORE INSTITUTE TO EXAMINE TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION'S AFFECT ON URBAN SOCIETIES

‘THE STRAITS TIMES
AS1A NEWS NETWORK

SINGAPORE

NEW institute will be set up in
Singapores Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) to study the
impact of technology on soci

nstitute of Scienceand
‘Technology for ‘Humanity, to be set
up "in the next few months", will

focus on the impact of the bechno-
logical revolution on urban
said the university's president, Prof
Subra Suresh.
He was speaking to 2,000 peo-
By g "

tion we are witnessing today will
haj y human
condition in many ways, thereisalso
understandable nervousness about
its potential downsides," he said.
The new institute will focus on
the ethical implications of innova-
uons governance in this techno-
age, and how technology is
aﬁ‘ecung the lives of people in Asia
me world's most populous conti-
nent
"We have already identified and
confirmed several members of th
inaugural governing board of the
institute, and will be announcing
of advisers to theinsti-

5

NTU 's Nanyang Auditorium.
n his term as the fourth

presldem of the university on

January

'WhlleLhetec].umlogxcal revolu-

tute within the next few months,”
said Suresh, adding that the global
team will include several members
from Singapore.

t the event, Suresh received a

certificate of appointment from

Education ~Minister (H.gher
Education and Skills)  Ye Kung.
He was also conferred the title of

distinguished university professor,

U'f"mghesx acaden:‘ivcpappomp
ment.

Suresh outlined his aims in his
speech, which include upholding
NTU's position as a test bed for
innovationinsupportofSingapore's
efforts to become a Smart Nation,
and cultivating the university as a
global leader in dealing with social
changes arising from technological

changes.
In hisi address, he

ble through sacrifices by his fam)lv,
and scholarships awarded based on
‘merit regardless of personal back-
ground.

"My journey over the past sever-
al decades has revealed to me how
the policies and practices of insti-
tutions and governments can have
a profound effect on the lives and
careers of individual citizens,” he

Presidential fellowship

Suresh also announced the
launch of the Presidential

spoke about hisown educationjour-
ney in India where neither of his
parents could attend university. _

ip that will
start this year, toattract researchers
to the university to begin their
careers in academia. It will fund 12

ho
the United States were made possi-

people each year.
Targeted at PhD holders with no

more than five years of full-time
postdoctoral experience, it will
include a two-year tenure with an
$$80,000 (US$60, ooo) annual
sa.a.ry,nsﬂ()o 000 ¥
grani, anda housing and relocation

grant.
ho university will_also bo
lmmchmg an NTU Digital Arts
Prize this year to "recognise global
artists_and_technologists with
extraordinary creativi
Tewill be awarded once every two
years and will be open to global
competition, withthe winner select-
ed by a panel of judges from around

There will be prize money to the
tune of "tens of thousands of dol-
lars", according to Suresh.
xplaining the emphasis on the
s : "One cannotbea com-
plete human without an apprecia-
tion of the arts. And I'm speaking as
an engineer."




