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New NTU institute to focus on
impact of technology on society

© FABIANKOH

Anew institute willbe set upin
the Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) to study the
impact of technology on soci-
ety.

The NTU Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology for
Humanity, to be set up “inthe
next few months”, will focus
ontheimpact of the technologi-
cal revolution on urban Asia,
said NTU president, Professor
Subra Suresh.

Hewas speaking at his inau-
guration ceremony in NTU’s
Nanyang Auditorium yester-
day. He started his term as its
fourthpresidentonjanl.

“While the technological
revolution we are witnessing
todaywillreshapethe 21stcen-
tury human condition in many
ways, thereisalsounderstand-
able nervousness about its
potentialdownsides,” hesaid.

The new institute will focus
on the ethical implications of
innovations, governance in
this technological age, and
how technology is affecting
thelives of people in Asia - the
world’s most populous conti-
nent.

“We have already identified
and confirmed several mem-
bers of the inaugural govern-
ing board of the institute, and
will be announcing the full
group of advisers to the insti-
tute within the next few
months,” said Prof Suresh,
adding that the global team
will include several members
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from Singapore.

At the event, Prof Suresh
was also conferred the title of
Distinguished University Pro-
fessor, NTU’s highest aca-
demic appointment.

He received a certificate of
appointment from Minister
for Education (Higher Educa-
tionand Skills) Ong Ye Kung.

Prof Suresh also announced
the launch of the Presidential
Postdoctoral Fellowship, start-
ing this year, to attract 12
researchers each year to the
university to begin their
careersinacademia.

Targeted at PhD holders
withnomore than five years of
full-timepostdoctoral experi-
ence, it willincludeatwo-year
tenure with an $80,000
annual salary, a $100,000
yearly research grant, and a
housing andrelocation grant.

Those interested can apply
at www.ntu.edu.sg/ppf until
April Smidnight.
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