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New N1TU

president
has history
of ties with
Singapore

He had previously helmed US National Science
I'oundation and Carnegie Mellon University

&

Professor Subra Suresh, seen here with his wife Mary, until recently served as president of Carnegie Mellon University. He said he has been interacting with Singapore
for over 25 years, adding: "It has been a privilege to witness and also participate in the impressive rise of both Singapore and NTU.” PHOTO: CARNEGIE MELLON UMIVERSITY
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A leading American scientist, who
was handpicked by former presi-
dent Barack Obama to helm the Na-
tional Science Foundation in the
United States, was yesterday named
the [ourth president of Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

Professor Subra Suresh, 61, who
will take over [rom current NTU
president Bertil Andersson next
vear, had until recently served as
president of Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity, an institution that helped
transform the city ol Pittsburgh
through advances in technology,
services and medicine.

NTU board chairman Koh Boon
Hwee, who announced the appoint-
ment of Prol Suresh vesterday, said
succession planning began last year
with asearch lor candidates in Singa-
pore and globally. The eight-mem-
ber search committee chaired by Mr
Koh unanimously selected Profl
Suresh for the toprole at NTU.

Besides NTU, the National Univer-
sity of Singapore (NUS) and the Sin-

gapore University of Technology
and Design (SUTD) are also search-
ing worldwide for new heads.

Noting that NTU has made “phe-
nomenal progress” under Professor
Andersson’s leadership, Mr Koh
said: “The appointment of the next
president is crucial to continue that
momentum and to elevate NTU in
its next signilicant phase of growth
and development.”

Prol Suresh is considered one of
the most distinguished scientists in
the US, il not the world.

As director of the National Sci-
ence Foundation between 2010 and
2013, he oversaw an annual budget
of USS7 billion (5%9.6 billion) that
supports flundamental research and
innovation in all fields ol science
and engineering in more than 2,000
institutions across the US.

Prof Suresh holds the distinction
of being the only university presi-
dent elected to all three US national
academies — of Sciences, Engineer-
ing and Medicine, and is one of the
few elected [oreign members of the
Chinese Academy ol Sciences.

He is also the [irst Asian-born pro-
[essor Lo have served as engineering
deanof the lamed Massachusetts In-

stitute of Technology (MIT), where
heattained his doctorate.

His undergraduate degree was
[rom the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Madras in Chennai.

ALMIT, Prol Suresh was the prin-
cipal faculty coordinator for the for-
mation of the Singapore-MIT Al-
liance for Research and Technol-
ogy centre. For the past several
yvears, he has also served as a mem-
ber of both the Academic Research
Council and the International Aca-
demic Advisory Panel of Singa-
pore’s Ministry of Education.

On his appointment as the fourth
president of NTU, Prof Suresh said
he has been interacting with Singa-
pore, including the university, lor
more than 25 years. “It has been a
privilege to witness and also partici-
pate in the impressive rise of both
Singapore and NTU on the interna-
tional stage,” he added.

Although it is a young university,
NTU has been able attract global
technology leaders like BMW,
Rolls-Rovee and Siemens toits cam-
pus, said Prol Suresh.

Asked about his immediate prior-
ity, he said: “1 will go on a listening
Lour across campus and across Lown

GLOBALLY RECOGNISED LEADER

| welcome Prof'SubraSuresh’s
appointment as the next president
of NTU, and joining Singapore’s
fraternity of educators... Heisa
globally recognised leader in
academia... I would like to thank
Prof Andersson for his many
contributions to NTU. In his six
vears as presidentof NTU, Prof
Anderssonhasled NTU to prepare
our young well to lead fulfilling
lives, significantly elevated the
standard of research and raised the
international reputation of NTU.
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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (HIGHER
EDUCATION AND SKILLS) ONG YE KUNG,
in a Facebook post

that engages the current and [ormer

members ol the NTU community.”
Prol Suresh said he was grateful

Lo Prol Andersson for his “very im-

pactiulleadership” of N'TU.

A renowned Swedish plant bio-
chemist and winner of the presti-
gious Wilhelm Exner Medal, Prol An-
dersson, 69, took over NTU s helm in
2011. He is also a member of the No-
bel Foundation’s board of trustees.

Under his tenure, NTU ramped up
research and, asaresult, rose in posi-
tion in many international rankings.
These include the Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS5) global league table,
where it went from being ranked
7ath in 2010 to 11th this yvear.

Yesterday, NTU was also ranked
the world's top young university for
the fourth straight yvear by Q5.

Prol Andersson said the future of
NTU “is in safe hands” under Prof
Suresh, adding: “Wherever | am in
the world in the future, I will con-
tinue to be a proud ambassador of
NTU and Singapore.”

Meanwhile, SUTD and NUS are ex-
pected to announce new heads by
the year end. MIT professor Thomas
Magnanti heads SUTD, while NUS is
led by Professor Tan Chorh Chuan,
who is due to take up a senior posi-
tion in the Health Ministry.
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NTU's current
president Bertil
Andersson said
the future of
NTU "is in safe
hands” under
Prof Suresh.



