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About 500 educators filed into Nan-
yang Technological University
(NTU) yesterday morning, hoping

to discover the latest use of technol-
ogy in learning, and were promptly
introduced to one possibility that
may soon become a reality here.

In the first keynote address at the
two-day Singapore Technology-En-

abled Learning Experience confer-
ence, which started yesterday, No-
bel Prize-winning physicist Carl
Wieman, a professor of physics at
Stanford University, delivered his
lecture on stage – as a hologram.

He greeted an enthusiastic audi-
ence, most of whom then moved
to the front seats at the Lee Kong
Chian Lecture Theatre to get a bet-
ter view, and even “shook hands”

with the master of ceremonies.
Prof Wieman, 64, spoke on how

technology could support teaching
methods via an interactive holo-
gram from Stanford, about
14,000km away in the United
States. The presentation was ar-
ranged by NTU, the host of the inau-
gural conference on technology in
learning. It is believed to be the first
lecture delivered via hologram by

an educational institution here.
NTU president Bertil Andersson

said: “It is still early days and more
technological development is need-
ed before truly portable holograms
can be used as common education
tools. Nevertheless, this demonstra-
tion shows us a sneak peek at what
we may expect in the future.”

The holographic display took
NTU three weeks to prepare and
set up. It works by having a high-res-
olution projection on the ground re-
flected by a special foil placed at a
45 degree angle, giving the audi-
ence the illusion of a 3D image. Plan-
ning for the presentation took five
months, including testing Internet
speeds between NTU and Stanford
to ensure a smooth video stream.

Prof Wieman, who stood in front
of a green screen in Stanford, told
The Straits Times that it was his
first holographic presentation.
“Too often, technology is used for

its own sake, rather than thinking
about how it can enhance learning,”
he said, adding that, if tapped prop-
erly, it can be useful for education.

Professor Lee Sing Kong, NTU’s
vice-president for education strate-
gies, noted that such virtual technol-
ogies may become common in class-
rooms here in a matter of years.

“Breaking the concepts of time
and space, world-class educators
can teach in many different parts of
the world at the same time and
reach a wider audience without the
need to travel,” he added.

At the conference yesterday, edu-
cators from the six local universities
shared ideas and solutions on how
technology can enhance learning.
These include Massive Open Online
Courses, smart classrooms and un-
conventional learning approaches
such as learning via gaming.
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A Japanese flight stewardess
who went on a half-hour shoplift-
ing spree in Paragon was fined
$7,000 yesterday.

Satoko Otaka, 27, who was
suffering from major depression
with impulse control disorder at
the time of the offence, pleaded
guilty to three counts of theft.

Four other charges of theft and
one count of possession of stolen
property were taken into consid-
eration during sentencing.

The court heard that Otaka
flew to Singapore on an All
Nippon Airways flight early on
Aug 4.

Fatigued, and lacking sleep,
she went to Paragon shopping
centre in Orchard Road.

At about 12.20pm, a deputy
manager at Marketplace super-
market detained her for shoplift-
ing and called the police.

Among the items Otaka had
taken from the outlet were fruit,
postcards, packaged soup and
vegetable stock. The total value
of the items was $171.74.

A Salvatore Ferragamo coin
pouch, card holder and wallet
were also found on her. The val-
ue of the stolen items amounted
to $1,750.

Police also found a pair of Mizu-
no men’s tights, worth $165, in
her possession.

Within half an hour that morn-
ing, she stole more than $2,300
worth of items.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Goh
Yi Ling asked the court to impose
a fine.

In mitigation, Otaka’s lawyer
Gary Low said the offences were
not premeditated and had not
been committed for financial
and material gain.

There was also no loss, and the
stolen items were recovered.

Mr Low said his client is receiv-
ing appropriate psychiatric treat-
ment.

He asked for a fine of $6,000.
The penalty for theft is up to

three years’ jail, or a fine, or both.
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Four 10-year-olds
have helped to
create a computer
game which they
believe will prove to
be a good
investment.
Mighty Savers aims
to teach children
how to spend money
wisely and how to
differentiate their
wants from their
needs. It was
created by OCBC
Bank together with
the help of (from
left) Seng Hui Ting,
Cheryl Ho,
Charmaine Thoi and
Toh Yi Xuan from Yu
Neng Primary
School’s infocomm
club. The girls spent
two hours a week
over seven months
conceptualising the
game’s storyline,
characters and mini
games. The free
game can be found
at the Google Play
and Apple App
stores. ST PHOTO:
NEO XIAOBIN
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There will be no more subsidies
for haze-related conditions from
Monday.

As conditions have improved
and the National Environment
Agency has advised that the likeli-
hood of transboundary smoke re-
mains low for the rest of the year,
the Ministry of Health (MOH) will
cease the Haze Subsidy Scheme
with effect from Nov 23.

Air quality was in the good range
yesterday, with the 24-hour Pollut-
ant Standards Index standing at
30 to 39 at 6pm.

The Haze Subsidy Scheme was
reactivated on Sept 16 to give chil-
dren, the elderly and lower- and
middle-income Singaporeans ac-
cess to treatment for haze-related
conditions. These include asthma,
bronchitis, chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, conjunctivitis and
upper respiratory tract infections.

Under the scheme, pioneers
pay only $5 and other eligible Sin-
gaporeans pay $10 at participat-
ing clinics and polyclinics for
haze-related conditions. Public
assistance cardholders enjoy fully
subsidised care.

The ministry estimated that
about 50,000 benefited from the
scheme. More than 630 gener-
al-practitioner (GP) clinics partici-
pated in it this time round.

On Sunday, the NEA said an in-
crease in rain showers over the
past two weeks signalled the end
of the traditional dry season. It is
expecting more rain in the coming
weeks with the onset of the
north-east monsoon next month.

The last time the scheme kicked
in was in 2013, when close to
$500,000 in government subsidies
was provided for more than 17,000
haze-related attendances at GP
clinics and polyclinics.
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NTU conference treated to
live holographic lecture

$7,000 for
shoplifting
spree

Nobel prize-winning physicist delivers talk
from US on how technology can aid learning

Haze Subsidy Scheme
to cease from Monday
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