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Taufik Batisah: Winning 
at APM is a ‘great honour’
Can Singapore’s top 
Malay pop star do a 
clean sweep this year? 

SINGAPORE — To date, Singapore’s Ma-
lay pop star Taufik Batisah has won 
13 awards at the annual Malay mu-
sic awards Anugerah Planet Muzik 
(APM). This year, the singer leads the 
nomination pack with seven nomina-
tions, but what are the chances that he 
will make a clean sweep of it and bring 
his tally to a round 20 come Oct 9? 

“Very slim, I think,” he said with a 
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JJ Abrams reveals 
Kylo Ren’s origin story

LOS ANGELES — As Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
continues its Imperial March towards cinemas this 
December, new details continue to trickle out about 
the mysterious characters making their debut in the 
seventh instalment of the beloved sci-fi franchise. 
One figure who continues to invite speculation is 
Adam Driver’s Kylo Ren, seen wielding a controver-
sial crossguard lightsaber in the trailers for the film.

While the red blade of the lightsaber conjures im-
ages of legendary Sith villains such as Darth Vader 
and Darth Maul, JJ Abrams has confirmed to Em-
pire magazine that “Kylo Ren is not a Sith. He works 
under Supreme Leader Snoke (Andy Serkis), who 
is a powerful figure on the Dark Side of the Force.”

Instead, Abrams recently told Entertainment 
Weekly, Kylo Ren is part of a different faction alto-
gether. “He is a character who came to the name 
Kylo Ren when he joined a group called the Knights 
of Ren,” Abrams revealed, admitting that the charac-
ter’s mask is reminiscent of a certain Sith lord’s for a 
reason. “The movie explains the origins of the mask 
and where it’s from, but the design was meant to be 
a nod to the Vader mask. (Kylo Ren) is well aware 
of what’s come before, and that’s very much a part 
of the story of the film.”

Driver’s character is clearly aligned with The 
First Order, as demonstrated by the first-look imag-
es that show Kylo Ren alongside the film’s updated 
stormtroopers, and Abrams also shed some light on 
the origins of the galaxy’s new oppressors during 
his conversation with Empire.

“That all came out of conversations about what 
would have happened if the Nazis all went to Ar-
gentina but then started working together again?’” 
Abrams told Empire. “What could be born of that? 
Could The First Order exist as a group that actually 
admired The Empire? Could the work of The Em-
pire be seen as unfulfilled? And could Vader be a 
martyr? Could there be a need to see through what 
didn’t get done?” REUTERS
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Dal Shabet excited to perform at NTU Fest
SINGAPORE — Korean all-girl band Dal 
Shabet has said they are looking for-
ward to performing at the free con-
cert held as part of the NTU Fest  
this Saturday.

“University life holds our best 
memories of school, especially when 
we attend ‘live’ concerts and have fun 
together,” said the group. “We’re very 
excited to be in Singapore performing 
for such a meaningful event, and we 
will do our best to put up a good show 
for all our fans here.”

The event, to be held at The Prom-

ontory@Marina Bay, is open to the 
public, and will also feature local celeb-
rities such as Rebecca Lim, Elvin Ng, 
Zhang Zhen Huan, Shane Pow, Jeffrey 
Xu, Nat Ho, Eswari Gunasagar, Elfaeza 
Ul Haq, Charlie Goh and Jae Liew. 

President of the Nanyang Techno-
logical University’s (NTU) Students’ 
Union, Wu Guo Yi, said: “We are re-
ally excited to have such high-powered 
celebrities devoting their time and tal-
ents to NTU Fest. With a constellation 
of K-pop stars and MediaCorp artistes 
entertaining the crowd, this year’s 

NTU Fest concert will be an evening 
to remember.

“Music and performance have the 
power to bring people across gener-
ations and communities together, 
and we are delighted to support the  
NTU Fest through the participation 
of our artistes and personalities,” 
said Lai Mun Dart, Head, Youth Seg-
ment, MediaCorp. 

“We’re truly impressed by their 
ideas, energy and drive to put togeth-
er a great event for the community in 
a very special year for the nation.”
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