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Leukaemia
drug found to
treat colorectal
cancer too

SCIENTISTSin Singaporehavediscoveredthata
drugusedtotreatleukaemiacouldalsobeeffective
againstcolorectalcancer, whichisthemost com-
moncancerinthecountry.

Colorectalcancerisusually caused by benigntu-
mours,calledadenomas, that growand turn malig-
nantwhenleftuntreated.

Intestsdoneonmice, Nanyang Technological
University (NTU)scientists found that the drugIm-
atinibhalved the growthofexisting adenomas and
alsocutthe formation of new onesbvabout 50 per
cent, compared withmicenot giventhe drug.

Thefindingis significant asthereis currently no
drugtopreventtherecurrenceoftumoursinthein-
testineafterthe canceroustumourshavebeenre-
movedthrough sur-
gery.

Professor Sven
Pettersson from
NTU'sLeeKong
Chian Schoolof
Medicinesaidthere-
searchisimportant
asImatinibecouldbe
usedtohelppeople
whoare predis-
posedtodeveloping
colorectalcancer by
attacking theadeno-
masbeforethey
turnmalignant.

SaidDrParag
Kundu, aseniorre-
searchfellowin
Prot Pettersson's

Prof SvenPetterssonsaid the
5 “ researchisimportant as
laboratory:  "In e inibcouldbeused tohelp
peoplewhoare predisposedto
developing colorectal cancer.

mice withcoloncan-
cer,Imatinibwas
showntoprolong
theirlifespanby
about 50 percent. Thedrugwasalsoeffectiveinin-
creasing the survivalrate of mice whichhad
late-stagetumoursandrectalbleeding.”

Thedrughadthe sameeffects whenusedonco-
lontumour tissuestaken from human patients.

Dr Kundu said since Imatinibis alreadyre-
searched foruseinleukaemiatreatment, the maxi-
mumdosagethat canbegiventopeoplesafelyisal-
ready known. Thiswould shortentheresearchpro-
cessofitsuseagainst humancolorectal cancer.

Thescientists’workalsosuggeststhatthedrug
couldbegivenintermittentlytotreatthe canceref-
fectively, which would substantiallyreduce sideef-
fects,suchasheart problems, knowntooccur when
itis given continuously for longer periods.

TheresearchwasacollaborationbetweenNTU
and Sweden’s KarolinskaInstitutet, one of Europe’s
largestmedicaluniversities. It was supported by
various foundations, including the Swedish Cancer
Societyandthe National Cancer Centre Singapore,
whereProfPetterssonisasenior principalinvestiga-
tor.
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