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Other recipients

Dr Goh Mong Song, ITE College West 
deputy principal

Mr Tay Tse Chuan Eugene, director of 
Green Future Solutions

Ong Kwee Tiong Ken, vice-chairman of 
Lam Soon Community Centre Youth 
Executive Committee

Mrs Tang-Lee Choon Tien, Bedok 
Green Secondary School teacher

Mr Victor Lee Hong Zhi, former 
president of SMU Verts, Singapore 
Management University

Mr Tang Jun Ren Jarel, former 
president of Hwa Chong Institution 
Green Council
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Panasonic receives EcoFriend Award  
for mangrove conservation effort
EMILIA TAN
emiliatankn@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE

 Chew Lai Mun, who, as principal of 
Greenridge Primary School, had helped 
it achieve remarkable success in a recy-
cling effort, collecting 20,000kg of recy-
clables. Now the principal of Marsiling 
Primary School, Mrs Chew has con-
tinued in her conservation efforts. She 
helped initiate several projects, such 
as setting aside a “green niche”, where 
environmental projects can be carried 
out, and a recycling project that turns 
coffee grounds into compost.

Mrs Chew said the school believes 
in fostering an eco-friendly attitude not 
only in its staff and students, but also in 
their pupils’ parents. “Only when par-
ents (participate) would they under-
stand the importance and encourage 
their children to do the same. All of us 
must come together as a community to 
be involved and do our part,” she said. 

NTU, German scientists 
create new motor  
for electric vehicles 
SINGAPORE — With some consumers put 
off by the limited distance an electric 
car can travel, scientists from Nan-
yang Technological University (NTU) 
have collaborated with German Aero-
space Centre (DLR) to invent a two-in-
one electric motor that uses energy 
more efficiently. 

It merges the electric motor and 

air-conditioning compressor — typi-
cally installed as two separate units in 
vehicles — creating space for an aux-
iliary battery to provide up to 20 per 
cent more mileage. Keeping the two 
units separate is more energy con-
suming, a situation made worse by 
use of air-conditioning. 

Sharing details of the motor at a 
media conference yesterday, Professor 
Subodh Mhaisalkar, executive direc-
tor of the Energy Research Institute 
@ NTU (ERI@N), said: “In tropical 
countries like Singapore, up to half 
(of a car’s) battery capacity is used to 
power the air-conditioning system.” 

The motor can also tap energy 
produced from regenerative brak-
ing, which creates energy when the 
driver brakes the car. 

The researchers hope to com-
mercialise the motor, currently still 
a prototype, by 2016 and will apply 
for a Proof Of Concept grant next 
year to make improvements to it. 

Its final price is yet to be deter-
mined, but ERI@N research schol-
ar Satheesh Kumar, one of the sci-
entists behind the motor, noted 
that it is cheaper to produce as it 
uses 30 per cent less materials. 
ELGIN CHONG
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