
By NUR ASYIQIN MOHAMAD SALLEH

SOME Singaporeans are planning to travel to Johor
Baru to watch a little-known documentary film on
Singapore’s political exiles, with one student organ-
ising a chartered bus service for the event.

They were spurred into action by the Media De-
velopment Authority’s (MDA) decision to disallow
public screenings of To Singapore, With Love here.

The MDA said its contents “undermine national
security” and classified it as Not Allowed for All
Ratings. That means the film, by local filmmaker
Tan Pin Pin, 44, cannot be shown in public or dis-
tributed here.

Among those whose interest has been piqued by
the MDA’s action is sales manager Louis Khoo, 30:
“I didn’t know about the film before MDA made its
decision. And now that we’re told we can’t watch it
here, everyone wants to watch it.”

Ms Tan’s film is based on interviews with nine
Singaporeans who fled the country and now live in
Britain and Thailand. The film premiered at the Bu-
san International Film Festival in South Korea last
October, and has played in Berlin and the US.

The MDA said the people featured in it gave dis-
torted and untruthful accounts of how they came to
leave and remain outside Singapore, and “legiti-
mate actions of the security agencies to protect the
national security and stability of Singapore are pre-
sented in a distorted way as acts that victimised in-
nocent individuals”.

The film will play at film festivals in India, the
Philippines, London and Taiwan this month and
next month.Some students in London, like Royal
College of Music undergraduate Nabillah Jalal, are
planning to watch it with friends when it plays
there at the SEA ArtsFest in October.

“The entire saga of exiling a film about being ex-
iled is stirring some interest – and rebellion – in
me,” said the 22-year-old. “But it’s also a chance
to look at perspectives we rarely see.”

The film is now on a four-city tour in Malaysia.
It played in Petaling Jaya last week and will go to Jo-
hor Baru, Kuantan and Penang. Next Friday, clerk
Charmaine Lee, 28, will drive with a group of
friends to Johor Baru, where the film will be shown
at Malaysia’s annual Freedom Film Festival.

More than 100 people have registered their inter-
est to attend the screening. Ms Tan yesterday post-
ed on the Facebook event page that the current ven-
ue can hold only 150 people. If more register, the or-
ganisers may switch to one that can hold 400.

Yesterday, Mr Lim Jialiang, who studies at Nan-
yang Technological University, created a sign-up
form for people who want to take a chartered bus to
JB for the show. There have been offers to sponsor
two buses, said Mr Lim, 24.

Yesterday, the MDA elaborated on its previous
day’s remark that a “purely private” screening is al-
lowed. Its spokesman said: “Whether a screening is
private will depend on many factors, including how
these screenings are planned and conducted and
who is permitted access.

“For example, a screening of a film to one’s own
family members or personal friends could be pri-
vate screening if no other person is permitted ac-
cess.”
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By AUDREY TAN

MEMBRANES are often used to filter
impurities from waste water – but
flushing away the debris that gathers
on them is costly.

So researchers here have come up
with a self-cleaning membrane that
could save companies millions of dol-
lars by doing away with the need for
expensive cleaning chemicals.

The membrane is developed by As-
sociate Professor Darren Sun of Nan-
yang Technological University’s
(NTU) School of Civil and Environmen-
tal Engineering.

“With more of the world’s popula-
tion moving into urban (areas) and gen-
erating more waste water, there is a re-
al need for cost-effective technolo-
gy,” Prof Sun said.

The NTU membrane, made using
patented techniques, contains titani-
um dioxide – an ingredient often
found in household items such as
toothpaste and sunblock.

The titanium dioxide particles,
when exposed to ultraviolet light, pro-

duce a chemical reaction that cleans
off any collected debris.

The membrane also works better
than what is currently available.

While polymer membranes, for in-
stance, need to be replaced every two
or three years, the new one is expect-
ed to last twice as long and is more re-
sistant to breakage, said Prof Sun.

In addition, it cleans water 10 times
faster than commonly used polymer
and ceramic membranes because of
the nature of its nano-structured
fibres, which allow water to pass

through more quickly.
Mr Joe Eades, a council member at

the Institution of Engineers Singapore
(IES), said the membrane has the po-
tential to reduce the cost of waste wa-
ter treatment significantly.

“It is also expected to have high me-
chanical strength and chemical resist-
ance that could extend the life of the
membrane from around three years
to... potentially 20 years, in compari-
son with traditional polymer mem-
branes,” said Mr Eades, who is also
deputy chairman of IES’ Chemical and

Process Engineering Technical Com-
mittee.

The invention is being marketed by
an NTU start-up called Nano Sun.

The two-year-old company,
staffed by a team of seven, has already
clinched several deals in the region,
such as for an industrial paper mill in
Guangzhou, China.

Nano Sun, which did not elaborate
on how much the membranes cost,
said it is also in talks with local water
agencies and companies.
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Associate Professor Darren Sun (left) and Adjunct
Professor Wong Ann Chai, the co-founder and managing
director of start-up Nano Sun, with the new membrane.
(Above) The membrane can take on different colours,
depending on the additives. ST PHOTOS: ONG WEE JIN

Restriction here spurs
some to catch it overseas

Self-cleaning
membrane
by NTU is
tougher,
cleans faster

Call 1800 289 8822 or
e-mail notices@sph.com.sg to place
your Mergers & Acquisitions Notices

HHOOMMEE B7

Anisah
Typewritten Text
THE STRAITS TIMES, FRIDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 2014, PAGE B7

Anisah
Typewritten Text

Anisah
Typewritten Text

Anisah
Typewritten Text




